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THE 



preface: 



WHEN I was firft called to the office of 
hiftoriographer to John Bull, he expref- 
fcd himfelf to this purpofc : Sii' Humphry PoleC 
worth *, / know you are a plain^dealer ;. it is for 
that reafon I have chofenyoufor this important truji i 
ipeak the truths and/pare not. That I might fulfil 
thofe his honourable intentions, I obtained leave 
to repair to, and attend him in his moft fecret 
retirements ; and I put the journals of all tranC- 
aftions into a ftrong box, to be opened at a fit* 
tiog occafion, after the manner of the hiilorio* 
graphers of fome eqftern monarch s : This \ 
thought was the fafeft way ; though I declare I 
was never afraid to be choped\ by my mafter for 
' telling of truth. It is from thofe journals that 
my memoirs arc compiled : Therefore let not 
pofterity, a thoufand years hence, look for truth 
in the voluminous annals of pedants, who are 
entirely ignorant of the fecret fprings of great 
A 2 aftions; 

• A member of parliament, eminent for a certain cant in his 
^nyerfatbn ; of which there- is a good deal in tliis book. 

t A cant word of Sir Humphry *s. 
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aftions; if they do, let me tell them they will b 
nebufed *. ' 

With incredible pains have I endeavoured t( 
copy the feveral beauties of the f ancient and mo 
dern hiftorians ; the impartial temper of Here 
dotus •, the gravity, auftcrity, and fVri6t moral 
of Thucydides ; the extenfivc knowledge of Xc 
nophon ; the fublimity and grandeur of Titus Li 
yius 5 and, to avoid the carelefs ftyle of Polybius 
I have borrowed confidcrablc ornaments froc 
Dionyfius Halicamafleus and Diodorus Siculuj 
Tht/pecious gilding of Tacitus I have endeavour 
cd to Ihun. Mariana, Davila, and Fra. Paolo 
and thofe amongft the moderns whom I though 
moft worthy of imitation ; but I cannot be fi 
difingenuous, as not to own the infinite obliga 
tions I have to the Pilgrim's Progrcfs "of Johi 
Bunyan, and the Tenter Belly of the Revcrcn( 
Jofeph Hall. 

From fuch encouragement and helps, it is eaf 
to guefs to what a degree of perfe£^ion I migh 
have brought this great work, had it not beei 
nipt in the bud by fome illiterate people in botl 
houfes of parliament y who, envying the great figur 
I was to make in future ages, under pretence o 
raifing money for the war, have padlocked J a 
thofe very pens that were to celebrate the adlion 



♦ Another cant word, fignifying deceived, 
f Parody on Boyer*$ preface of his hiftory of Queen Anne. 
\ A&. reftraining the liberty of the prefs, &c, which was pa: 
ed in 171Z ; and the peace of Utrecht^ concluded in 1713* 
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of their heroes, byfilencmg at once the whole 
univerfity of Grub-ftreet. I am pcrfuaded,^that 
nothing but the profpeA of an approaching ^^ar^, 
could have encouraged them to make fo bold a 
I ftcp. But fuffer me, in the name of the reft of 
I the matriculates of that funous univerfity, to afk 
I them fome plain queftions: Do they think that 
peace will bring along with it tlie golden age ? 
Will there be never a dying fpeech of a traitor ? 
Are Cethegus and Catiline turned fo tame, that 
there will be no opportunity to cry about the 
ftreets, a dangerous plot ? Will peace bring fuch 
plenty, that no gentleman will have occafion to 
go upon the highway^ or break into a houfe ? 
I am forry, that the world fhould be fo much 
impoied upon by the dreams of a falfe prophet^ 
as to imagine the Millennium is at hand. O 
Grubftreet ! thou fruitful nurfcry of towering ge-- 
nius's ! How do I lament thy downfal ? Thy ruin 
could never be meditated by any who meant 
well to Englifli liberty :■ No modem Lycaeum will- 
ever equal thy glory: Whether in foft paftorate 
thou didft fing Ac flames of pampered appren- 
^ces and coy cook-maids, 01^ mournful ditties 
of departing lovers ; or if to MaeQhian drains 
thou raifedft thy voice, to record the ftratagems, 
the arduous exploits, and the noAurnal fcalade 
of needy heroes, the terror of your peaceful ci- 
tizens, defcribing the powerful Betty or the art- 
ful Picklock, or the fecrct caverns and grotto's^ 
«f Vulcan fweating at his forge, and ftamping, 

A 3 the: 
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the Queen's image on viler metals, which he retails 
for beef, and pots of ale : Or if thou wert con« 
tent, in fimple narrative, to relate the cruel afts of 
implacable revenge, or the complaints of ravifh- 
cd virgins blufliing to tell their adventures be- 
fore the liftening croud of city damfds ; whilft, 
in thy faithful hiftoiy, thou intermingleft the 
graveft counfels, and the pureft morals. Nor lefi 
acute and piercing wert thou in thy fcarch and 
pompous defcription o£ the works of nature \ 
whether in proper and emphatic terms thou didft 
paint the blazing comet'is fiery tail, the ftupen- 
dbus force of dreadful thunder and earthquakes, 
and the unrelenting inundations. Sometimes, 
with Machiavelian fagacity, thou unravelledft in- 
trigues of ftate, and the traiterous confpiracies of 
rebels, giving wife counfel to monarchs. How 
didft thou move our terror and our pity with 
thy paffionate fcenes between Jack-Catch and the 
heroes of the Old Bailey ! How didft thou defcribc 
their intrepid march up Holborn-hill ! Nor didft 
thou fliine lefe in thy theological capacity, when 
thou gaveft ghoftly counfel to dying felons, and 
didft record the guilty pangs of Sabbath-breakersi. 
How will the noble arts of John Overtones * 
painting and fculpture now languifh ! where 
rich invention, proper expreftlon, correft defign^ 
divine attitudes, and artful contraft, heightened 
with the beauties of C/ar. Obfeur. embellifhed 
thy celebrated pieces^ to the delight and aftonifh- 

ment 

* The engraver of the cuti before tlic Grub-fh^et papers. 
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mentof the judicious multitude ! Adieu, perfua- 
five eloquence ! The quaint metaphor, the poig- 
nant irony, the proper epithet, and the lively 
fimile, arc fled for ever! Inftead of thefe, we 
fliall have, I know not nvhat ! — The illiterate will 
tell the rejl with pleafure * / 

I hope the reader will excufe this digrelSon^ 
doe by way of condolence to my worthy bre- 
thren of Xrrub-ftreet, for the approaching barba- 
rity that is likely to overfpread all its regions, by 
this oppreflive and exorbitant tax. It has been 
my good fortune to receive my education there ; 
and fa long as I preferved fome figure and rank 
amongft the learned of that fociety, I fcorned to 
take my degree either at Utrecht or Leydcn, 
though I was offered it gratis by the profeflbrs- 
in thofe univerfities. 

And now, that pofterity may not be ignorant 
in what age fo excellent a hiftory was written^ 
(which would otherwiie, no doubt, be the fub- 

jeft 

• Vid» the prt&ce of four fqrinoirs by William Ffectwood bi- 
(bop of St Aiaph, printed io 1712 ; where having difplayed th« 
Utaaiful and f leafing profpeB which was opened by the war, he 
complaxos that the ipirit of diicord had given us in its ftea d 
J k/urw not Vfhat ^ Our enemhs "will Ull the reft ivith pleafun* 
This preface was, by order of the Hou(e of Commons, burnt by 
tiie hangman in Palace*-yard, Wcftminfter. Haivkef. 

Many at tkat time did imagine the hiftory of Joho Bull, and 
'the pcribnages mentioned m it, to be altegprkal^ which the au- 
thor would never own. Not with (binding, to indulge the rea- 
der's fancy and curioHty, \ have printed at the bottom of the 
page, the JufpfU aihifioos of the moff 9bfcure parts of the 
(lory. 
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jcft of its enquiries) I think it; proper to inform 
the learned of future times, that it was compiled 
when Lewis XlVth was king of France, and 
Philip his grandfon of Spain; when England 
and Holland, in conjunction with the emperor 
and the allies^ entered into a war againft thefe 
two princes, which lafted ten yeai^ under the 
management of the Duke of Marlborough, and 
was put to a conclufion by the treaty of Utrecht, 
under the miniftry of the Earl of Oxford, in tb* 
year 171?. 
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HISTORY OF JOHN BULL. 

PART I. 

C H A P. I. 

The occflfton of the law^fttlt* 

1NEED not tell you of the great quarrels 
that have happened in our neighbourhood^ 
fince the death of the late lord Strutt * ; how 
the parfon f , and a % cunning attorney, got him 
to fettle his eftate upon his coufin || Philip Ba^ 
boon, to the great difappointment of his couiin J 
Efquire South. Some ftick not to fay, that the par- 
fon and the attorney forged a will, for which they 

were 

* Charles II. of Spain died without ifTue ; and 

f Card. Portocarero, and the 

\ Marfhal of Harcourt, employed, as is Aippofed, by the Hwfi 
cj Bourbon, prevailed upon him to make a will, by which he 
icttled the fucceflion of the Spaniih monarchy upon 

Ij Philip of Bourbon, Duke of Anjou, though his right had^ by 
the moft iblemn renandations, been barred in favour of 

$ the Archduke Charles of Audria. 
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. were well paid by the family of the Baboons : 
Let that be as it will, it is matter of faft, that 
the honour and eftate have continued ever fincc 
in the perfon of Philip Baboon. 

You know, that the lord Stinitts have for 
many years been poflefled of a very great landed 
eftate, well-conditioned, wooded, watered, with 
coal, fait, tin, copper, iron, ^c, all within 
themfelves ; that it has been the misfortune of 
that family to be the property of their ftewards, 
tradefmen, and inferior fervants, which has 
brought great incumbrances upon them ; at the 
fame time, their not abating of their expenfive 
way of living, has forced them to mortgage their 
beft manors : It is credibly reported, that the 
butchers and bakers bill of a lord Strutt, that 
Hved two hundred years ago, are not yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came firft to the poffeJE- 
on of the lord Strutt's eftate, his tradefmen, as is 
ufual upon fuch occaiions, waited upon him, to 
wifh him joy, and befpeak his cuftom : The two 
chief were * John Bull the clothier, and f Nic 
Frog the linen-draper. They told him Bulls and 
Frogs had ferved the lord Strutts with drapery- 
ware for many years ; that they were honeft and 
feir dealers 5 that their bills had never been que- 
ftioned ; that the lord Strutts lived generoufly, 
and never ufed to duty their fingere with pen, 
ink, and counters } that his loixlfhip might de-* 

pend 
^ • The Englifli and 

t the Dutch congratulate Philip upon a fucceflion, wliich they 
were not able to prevent ; But, to diiappoint the ambition of 
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pend upon their honcfly ; that they would ufc 
him as kindly, as they had done his predeceflbrs« 
Hie young lord feemed to take all in good part^ 
and difmifled them with a deal of feeming con- 
tent, affiiring them he did not intend to change 
any of the honourable maxims of his predecef* 
fors. 
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Hoiv Bull and Frog grew Jealous, that tie lord 
Strutt intended to give all his cuftom to his grand*^ 
father Lewis Baboon *. 

IT -happened unfortunately for the peace of 
our neighbourhood, that this young lord 
had an old cunning rogue, or^as the Scots call 
it) afalfe loon, of a grand-father, that one might 
jufdy call a Jack of all trades f . Spmetimes you 
would fee him behind his counted felling broad- 
cloth, fometimes meafuring linen ; next day, he 
would be dealing in mercery ware : High heads, 
ribbons, gloves, fans, and lace, he underftood to a 
nicety 5 Charles Mather could not bubble a young 
beau better with a toy 5 nay, he would defcend even 
to the felling of tape, garters, and fhoe-buckles : 

When 

♦ Lewis the XlV. and hinder the French nation, whofc 

t trait end cbaraBer «rc thus dcfcfibcd, and whofc king had 
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When (hop was (hut up, he would go about the 
neighbourhood, and earn half a crown by teach- 
ing the young men and maids to dance. By thefe 
methods he had acquired immenfe riches, which 
he ufed to fquander '^ away at back fword, quar- 
ter- ftaff, and cudgel-play, in which he took great 
pleafure, and challenged all the country. Tou 
will fay, it is no wonder if Bull and Frog fhould 
be jealous of this fellow. '' It is not impoffible 

* (fays Frog to Bull) but this old rogue will 

* take the management of the young lord's bufi- 
f nefs into his hands ; beiides, the rafcal has good 
^ ware, and wiU ferve him as cheap as any body. 
' In that cafe, I leave you to judge what muft 

* become of us and our families 5 we muff ftarvc, 

* or turn journeymen to old Lewis Baboon ; 
^ therefore, neig^bomr^ I hold it advifaUe, that 

* we write to young lard Struit, to know the 
f bottom of this matter." 

1 CHAP. 



"• a firon^ difpoftdon to vjor, from becoming too potent, an al- 
ISmxicc was formed to " procnre a reafonable fatisfaftion to the 
•* Hmrk of Auflria, for its prctcnfionsto the Spanifli fucceiCoiH 
tod fiiSkieat 
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C H A P. m. 

A copy of&xjUl and Frog's letter to Lord Strutt. 

MY LORD, 

ISuppofe your lordfliip knows, that the Biilk 
and the Frogs have ferved the lord Stnitts, 
irith all forts of drapery- ware, time out of mind : 
And whereas We are jealous, not without reafon^ 
diat your lordihip intends henceforth to buy of 
four grandfire old Lewis Baboon ; this is to in- 
bnn your lordihip, that this proceeding does 
QOt liiit with the tircumflances of our families, 
vrho have lived and made a good figure in the . 
world by the generofity of the lord Strutts : 
Therefore we think fit to acquaint your lordfhip, 
that you muft find {xx&citnt fecurity * to us, our 
heirs and affigns, that you will not employ Lewis 
Baboon ; or elie' we will take oUr remedy at law^ 
clap an aAion upon you of 20,000/. for old 
debts, feize and diflrain your goods and chatdeSj 
which, con£dering your lotdfhip's circumftances, 
will plunge you into difficulties, from which it 
will not be eafy to extricate yourfelf ; therefore 
Vol. VII, B we 

• fecttrity to England and Holland, for their dominions, nati*- 
gation, " and Commerce, and to prevent the union of the two 
<< monarchies France and Spain.** To dkd theic piirpo&S| 
Queen Anne was, hj 
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we hope, when your lordfhip has better confidei 
cd on it, you will comply with the defire of 
Your loving friends, 

JOHN BULI 
NIC. FROG 

Some of Buirs friends advifed him to tak 
gerttler methods with the young lord ; but Johi 
naturally loved rough play. It is impoffible ti 
cxprefs the furprife pf the lord Strutt upon th 
receipt of this letter ; he was not flufh in read^ 
cither to go to law^ or clear old debts, neithe 
could he find good bail : He offered to brioj 
matters to a friendly accommodation ; and pro 
xuifed, upon his word of honour, that he wouk 
not change his drapers \ but all to no purpofe 
for Bull and Frog few clearly that old I^wi 
would have the cheating of hini. 



CHAP. IV. 

Honv Bull and Frog went to law with lord Strut 
about the fremifts^ and were joined by the rejl ^ 
the trade/men. 

ALL endeavours of accommodation be- 
tween lord Strutt and his drapers provec 
vain ; jealoufies kicreafed \ and indeed it wai 
rumoured abroad, thait lord Sti'utt had befpokc 
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hk new lifcrles of bkl Lewis Baboon. This 
coming to Mrs Bull's f ears, when John Bull 
came home, he found all his family in an up- 
roar. Mrs Bull, jda muft know, was Tery apt 
to be choleric. " You fot, fays (he, you loiter 

* about afc-houfes and taverns, fpend your time at 

* UlUards, nine^pins, or puppet-Cbows, or flauiit 

* about the ftreet^ in your ne^w^ilt chariot, never 

* minding me nor your numerous family. Don*t 

* you hear how lord Strutt has befpoke his 

* liveries at Lewis Baboon's (hop ? Don't you 

* fee how that old fox fteals away your cuftom- 
« crs, and turns you out of your bufinefs every 

* diy, and you fit, like an idle drone, with yoiir 

* hands in your potkets ? Fie upon't t up man, 
« rouzc thyfelf ; I'U fell to my (hift, before Fll be 

* fo ufed by that knave.** You muft think Mrs 
Bull had been pretty well tuned up by Frog, who 
chimed in with her learned harangue. No fur- 
ther delay now, but to counfel learned in the law 
they go, who unanimoufly affured them both of 
the juftice and infallible fuccefs of their law-fuit. 

I told you before, that old Lewis Baboon was 
a fort of a Jack of all trades^ which made the reft 
of the tradefmen jealous, as well as Bull and 
Frog. They, hearing of the quarrel, were glad of 
an opportunity of joining againft old Lewis Ba- 
boon, provided that Bull and Frog would bear 
B 2 the 

f the parRamentf prcQpitated into the war as^ a principaL A- 
■oDg her AUies, w€r« 
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the charges of the fuit \ even lying Ned ♦, the 
chimney-fwceper of Savoy, and Tom f the Por- 
tugal duftman, put 'in their claims; and the 
caufe was put into the hands of Humphrey Ho- 
cus the attorney %. 

A declaration was drawn up, to fliew ** that 

* Bull and Frog had undoubted right, by pre- 

* fcription, to b^ drapers to the lord Strutts j 

* that there were feveral old contrafb to that 

* purpofe ; that Lewis Baboon had taken up the 

* trade of clothier and draper, without ferving 
« his time^ or purchafing his freedom ; that he 
< fold goods, that were not marketable, without 

* the ftamp ; that he bimfelf was more fit for 
^ a bully than a tradefman, siod went, about 
^ through all the country-fairs, challenging peo- 
^ pie to fight prizes, wreftling and cudgel-play f 
9nd abundance inore to this purpofe. 



CHAP. 



• the Duke of Savoy, and 
f the King of Portugal ; and 

\ John Churchill, Dwkc of Marlborough, was appointed 5B* 
oeral in chief of the confederate army. 
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)e true chambers of ]ohvi Bull, Nk. Frog, and'. 
Hocus. 



7'OR^ebettcr underftancling the following, 
hiftory, the reader ought to know, that 
ill, in the main, was an honeft plain-dealing, 
lowj choleric, bold, and of a very unconftant 
aper. He dreaded jx>t old Lewis, either at back- 
ord, £ng1e faulchion, or cudgel-play ; but 
en he was very apt to quarrel with his beft 
ends, efpecially if they pretended to govenxt 
n : If you. flattered him, you might lead him 
:c a child. John's temper depended very much' 
on the air; his fpirits roie and fell with the 
:ather-glafs. John, was quick, and undei*ftoo4- 
s buflnefs very well \ but no man alive was. 
[>re carelefs in looking into his accounts, or- 
3re cheated by partners, apprenuces,.and fer- 
nts. This was occafloned by his being a boon^ 
mpanion, loving his botde and diverfion ; for^. 
fay truth, no man kept abetter hqufe than 
ihn, nor fjpent his money niore generouily. By 
ain and fair dealing,. John, had acquired fome 
ambs, and might have kept them had it not: 
en for his unhappy law-fuit; 
Nic. Frqg was a cunning fly whorefon, quite: 
.c reverie of John in many particulars ; covet-- 
B 3 ous„ 



i8 THE HISTORY of. Parti 

ous, frugal ; minded domcftic afiairs ; would 
pinch his belly to fave his pocket ; never loft a 
farthing by carelefs fqrvaats, or bad debtors. He 
did not care much for any fort of diverfions, ex- 
cept tricks of High German artifts, and legerd^' 
main : No man exceeded Nic. in thefe ; yet it 
muft be owned, that Nic. was a fair dealer, and 
in that way acquired immenfe riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorne]^; ai^ 
diough this was the firft confiderable fuit that 
ever he was engaged in, he fhewed himfelf fupe- 
rior in addrefs x^ moft of his profeffion r He 
kept always- good clerks, he loved money, was 
finooth-tongued, gave good words, and feidom 
loft his temper: He was not worfe than an in- 
fidel, for he provided plentifully for. his family i 
but he loYed himfelf better than them all : TTie 
neighbours reported, that he was hen-pecked j 
which was impoffible by fuch a mild-fpiritcd 
woman, as his wife was.. 



C H A P. VI. 

^ Of the various fUccefs of the laiu-fuiu 



LAW is a hoitomlefs pit ,• // is a cormorant^ a 
harpy^ that devours every thing. John Bull 
was flattered by the lawyers, that his fuit would 

not 
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mt laft above a year or two at moft ; that before 
that time, he would be in quiet pofieffion of his 
bufineis : Yet ten long years did Hocus fteer his 
caufe through all the meanders of the law, and all 
the courts. No ikiU, no addrefs was wanting.; 
and, to fay truth, John did not ftanre his caufe : 
There wanted not ytello^'boys to fee counfel, hire 
mtnefles, and bribe juries. Lord Strutt was ge- 
nerally caft, never had one verdid in his favour *; 
and John was promifed that the next, and thiiB 
next, would be the final determination: But alasJ 
that final determination, and happy conclufion 
was like an inchanted ifland ; the nearer John 
came to it, the further it went from him : New 
trials upon new points ftill arofe *, new doubts^ 
new matters to be cleared \ in fhort, lawyers fel* 
dom part with fo good a caufe, till they have got 
the oyfter, and their clients the fhell. John's 
ready money, book-debts, bonds, mortgages, all 
went into the lawyers pockets : Then John began 
to borrow money upon Bank-ftock and Eaft-India 
bonds; now and then a farm went to pot: At 
laft it was thought a good expedient to fet up £f- 
quire South's title fi to prove the will forged^ and 

difpoffefs 

** The war was carried on. again ft France 'and' Spain with 
great ibccefK and a peace might have been concluded upon the 
principles of the alliance ;. but a. partition of the Spanifh domi- 
aions in favour of the Uou{e oi. Auftria^ and an engagemeot 
that the fame peribn (hould never be king of France and Spain^ 
vere not now thought fufficient. 

f U wa» infiftcd, that the will in £urour of Philip was cont^ 

tnuTf 
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liirpoflefs FhiOp lotd Strutt at once. Here itffatt 
was a new field for the lawyers, and die cftuf6^ 
grew more intricate than ever. John grew mad* 
der and madder ; wherc-ever he met any rflord 
Strutt'^ fenrants, he tore off their cloadis : Now- 
- and then you would fee them come home naked|. 
Without fhoes, flockings» or linen. A^ for old 
Lewis Baboon, he was reduced to his h& (hift^ 
diough he had as many as any other : His chil- 
dren were reduced from rich iilks to Doily ftuffi ; 
his fcrvants in rag5> and bare-footed ; inftead of 
good Tifbials, they now lived upon neck-beef^ 
imd bullock's fiver : In ihort, no-^ody got mucte 
tiy the matter^, but the men of law.. 



C K A P. Vlf. 

£bto John Bull was Jo mightily pka/td nvith hisfie^- 
€ifs^ that be nums going to have off bis tradf^ Hfkll 
turn lanvyer* ^ 



IT is wifely obferved by a great philofopher^. 
that habit is a fecond nature : This was veri^ 
fied in the cafe of John Bull, who, fromanho*- 
fieft and plain tradefinan, had got fuch a haunt 
about the courts of juftice, andTuch a jargon of' 

law- 

twiy to trettf \ and tiiere was • parllamentftrf didaratioa- toi^' 
MUBiibs tbf war, till he flumld be4ethn>ne(l». 
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law-words, that he concluded himfelf as able a 
hwyer as any that pleaded at the bar, or fat on 
the bench. He was overheard one day talking to 
himiclf after this manner : ^ How capriciouily f 
^ does fate or chance difpofe of mankind ? How 

* feldom is that bufinefs allotted to a man, for 
^ which he is fitted by nature ? It is plain, I was 
.* intended for a man of law : How did my guar- 

* dians miftake my genius, in placing me, like a 

* mean flaye, behind a counter ? Blefs me ! 

* what immenfe eftates thefe fellows raife by the 

* law ? Befides, it is the profeffion of a gentle* 

* man. What a pleafure is it to be victorious iu 

* a caufe ? to fwagger at the bar ? What a fool 

* am I to drudge any more in this woollen trade ? 

* for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer I will 

* be ; one is never too old to learn.' All this 
while John had conned over fuch a catalogue of 
hard words, as were enough to conjure up the 
devil : Thefe he ufed to babble indifferently in all 
companies, cfpccially at coflfee-houfes 5 fo that 
his neighbour tradefmen began to fbun his com- 
pany, as a man that was cracked. Inftead of the 
afiairs of Blackwell-hall, and price of ))road- 
cloth, wool and bayfes, he talks of nothing but 
aEiions upon the cafe^ returns^ capias^ alias capias^ 
demurrers^ venire facias ^ replevins^ fupercedeaisy cer^ 
ttorarTs^ 'writs of error ^ aSfions of trover and convert 
Jiony trej^ajfesy, precipes and dedimus» This was 

matter 

f The manners and fcntiments of the natioa became extra« 
vagant and chimerical 
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matter of jeft to the leariied in law. Howercf, 

Hocus, and the reft of the tribe, encouraged 

John in his fancy, affuring him, that he had a 

great genius for law ; that they queftioned not| 

but in time he might raife money enough by it to 

reimburfe him all his charges 5 that if he ftudied| 

he would undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a 

Lord Chief Juftice * : As for the advice of faoneft 

friends and neighbours, John defpifed it ; be 

looked upon them as fellows of a low genius, 

poor grovelling mechanics ; John reckoned h 

more honour to have got one favourable verdict, 

than to have fold a bale of broad-cloth. As for 

Nic. Frog, to fay the truth, he was more pn3k 

dent ; for though he followed his law*fuit clofel^, 

he negle&ed not his ordinary bufincfs, but was 

both in court and in his ihop at the proper hours* 



CHAP. VIII. 

How John difcovered that Hoous had an intrigue 
with his wife ; and what followed thtrtupon. 

JOHN had not run on a madding fo long, bad 
it not been for an extravagant bitch of a wife, 
whom Hocus, perceiving John to be fond of, 
was refolved to win over to his fide. It is a true 
faying, that the loft man oftheparijb^ that knows of 

his 
* Hold the balance of power. 
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-uckMom^ is himjelf. It was obferved by all 
neighbourhood^ that Hocus had dealings 
John's wife *^ that were not fb much for his 
»ur ; b&t this was perceived by John a little 
ate : She was a luxurious jade, loved fplen* 
^uipages, plays, treats, and balls, difiering 
much from the fober manners of her ance- 
, and by no means fit for a tradefman's wifb. 
IS fed her extravagancy (what was ftill more' 
eful) with John's own money. Every body 
that Hocus had a month's mind to her 
; be that as it will, it is matter of faA, that 
all occasions fhe run out extravagantly on 
caife of Hocus. When John ufed to be 
ig fault with his bills, fhe ufed to reproach 
s ungrateful to his greateft benefaftor \ one 
lad take& fo much pains in his law-fuit, and 
7ed his family fi*om the oppreiSon of old 
Baboon. A good fwinging fum of John's 
ft cafh went towards building of Hocus's 
f-houfe f. This afiair between Hocus and 
lull was now fo open, that all the world 
fcandallzed at it ; John was not fo clod- 
but at laft he took the hint. The parfon % 

of 

i tt was believed, that the General tampered with the 

nt, 

\ fettled upon him the manor of Woodftock, and after- 

I tailed that, with 5000 1. per annum, payable out of 

office, to deiceod with his honours ; over and abova 

imnenle fum was expended in building Slenheim-houie. 

ais time, (Nov. 6. 1709), 

^enry Sacheveral pr^adied a ienaoa ag^UnA popular re* 

>f regal authority. 
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of the parifh preaching one day with moire zea 
than fenfe againft adukery *, Mrs Bull told he: 
hufbandj that he was a very uncivil fellow, to uC 
lUch coarfe language before people of condition 
that Hocus was of the fame mind ; and that thei 
wcfuld join to have him turned out of his litiorg 
for ufing perfonal reflections. How do you mean 
fays John, by perfonal refleftions ? I hope in God 
wife, he did not reflcft upon you ? * No, thani 

* God, my reputation is too well eftablifhed it 

* the world to receive any hurt from fucli a £blil« 

* inouth'd fcoundrel as he 5 his doftrinc tends 

* only to make huflbands tyrants, arid wives 
^ flave^ *, muft we be fhut up, and htifbands le^ 
^ to their liberty ? Very pretty indeed ! a wifi 

* muft never go abroad with a Platonic, tp fees 

* play or a ball ; fhe muft never ftir without hc! 

* huiband ; nor walk in Spring-garden "with* 2 

* coufin. I do fay, hufband, and I will ftandhj 

* it, that without the innocent freedoms of life, 

* matrimony would be a moft intolerable ftate | 

* and that a wife^s virtue ought to be the refull 

* of her own reafon, and not of her hufband'^ 

* government ; for my part, I would fcom a 

* hufband that would be^jealous, if he faw a fc^ 

* TheHouFc of Commons roted this fermon a libel on h« 
Majeftjr and her government, the revolution, the protefiaii 
fiicceflion, and the parliament ; they impeached him of higl 
crimes and mifdemeanors ; he was filenced for three years, asi 
the (ermon burnt by the hangman. 
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• low a-bed with mc *." All this while, John's 
blood boiled in his veins : He was now confirm- 
ed In all his fufpicions ; jade, bitch, and whore^ 
were the beft words John gave her f . Things 
went from better to worfe, till Mrs Bull aimed a 
knife at John j:, though John threw a bottle § 
at her head, very brutally indeed : And after 
this, there was nothing but confiifion || : Bottles, 
glafies, rpoons, plates, knives, forks, and diOies, 
flew about like duft ; the refult of which was, 
that Mrs Bull % received a bruife in her right 
fide, of which {he died half a year after. The 
hmife impofthumated, and afterwards turned to 
a ftinkiog ulcer, which made every body fhy to 
come near her ; yet (he wanted not the help of 
many able phyficians, who attended very diligent- 
ly, and did what men of {kill could do : But all 
to no purpofe, for her condition was now quite 
dcfperate ; all regular phyficians, and her near-eft 
relations, having given her over. 



Vol. VIL C C H A P. 



• Tbdc proceedings caafed a great Jerment in the nation. 
f The Houie complained of being cfpcrfcd and vilified ; op- 
probrloras terms were ufed by both parties, and one had recourfe 

to 

I miUtarf fovftr^ bccaufe it was aflaultcd by the other with 

J tunuilt and no/. 

I The conf-jfion every day encrciifed : The whig or low- 
church party in the Hou^c of Commons began to decline; after 
much contention and debate, 

5 the parliament was piprocned ; 
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CHAP. IX. 

How feme quacks undertook to cure Mrs Bull of her 
ulcer *. 



THERE is nothing fo impofliblc in nature^ 
but mountebanks will undertake ; nothing 
fo incredible, but they will affirai : Mrs Bull's 
condition was looked upon as defperatc by all 
the men of art ; but there were thofe that brag- 
ged they had an mfallible ointment ^nd plaiftcr, 
which being applied to the fore, would cure it in 
u few days \ at the fame time they would give her 
a pill, that would purge ofF all her bad humours, 
fweetcn her blood, and reftify her difturbed ima- 
gination. In fpite of all applications, the patient 
grew worfe every day : She flunk fo, no body 
durfl come. within a ftone's throw of her, except 
thofe quacks, who attended her clofe, and appre- 
hended no danger. If one alked them, how Mrs 
Eull did ? Better and better, faid they ; the parts 
lieal, and her conftitution mends ; if (lie fubmits 
to our government, (he will be abroad m a littk 
time. Nay, it is reported, that they wrote to 
her friends in the country, that (he (liould dance 
a jigg next 0(5lober in Weftmbftcr-Hall, and 

that 

* and notwitliflanding many attempts to prolong it, parti- 
cularly fomc diCHcuItics flartcd by the Lord 



the cor- 
thegregt 
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that her illnefs had been chiefly owing to bad 
jiyficians. At lall *, one of them was fent for 
great hailc ; his patient grew Tvor fe a^d worfe* 
len he camej he affirmed that It \srks a grofs 
iiftakej and that flie was never in a fairer wajr: 
ring hither the falve, faya he, and ^ive hera 
'plentiful diMught of my cordial, A^ he was ap- 

iying ixh ointments, and adminifteiing 
lal, the patient gave op the ghotl:, td 
infuiion nf the quack, and to the great joy of 
nil and his friends. The quack flung away out' 
F the houfe in great diforder, and iWore there 
was foul pby, for he was fure his medicines were 
mfAillble* Mrs Bull having died without any 
ijgtis of repentance or devotion, the clergy woujd 
hardly allow her a Chiiftlaa burial. The rela- 
tions had once refolded to fue John fori the mur- 
der ^ but conHdering better of it, and t^t fuch a 
trial would rip up old fores^ and difco^er things 
not fo much to the reputation of th^ deceaied^ 
they diopt their deiign. She left no wlllj^only 
thtire was foundj in her rtroug box, cm fbUpw- 
jjpg words wrote on ^fcrip of paper, My curji'ea 
^K^fT i?«//, and all my po/lerity^ if rjfr they come to 
^9kr r0stip^fttion imth the Lord Sir tit t* 

_&he left him tlir^ daughters, whole names 
i^utcmiaj Diicordla, aod Tjfoiii't. 

CHAP. 

• Chancellor, it was diflblvcd on the aift Sept. 17IC* 
f War, fa^ion, and ufury. 
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C H A P. X. 

Of John BuWsfecond nvife^ and the good advice thai . 
Jhe gave him *. ' 



JOHN quickly got the better of his grief 5 and 
feeing that neither his conftitution, or the 
afiairs of his family, couW permit him to live ia 
an unmarried {late, he refolved to get him ano^ I 
ther wife ; a coufin of his laft wife*s was propo» • 
fed, but John would have no more of the breed : 
In fhort, he wedded a fober country gentlewo- 
man, of a good family, and a plentiful fortune, 
the reverfe of the other in her temper ; not but 
that (lie loved money, for fhe was faving, and 
applied her fortune ta pay John's clamorous 
<lebts, that the unfrugal methods of his laft wtfe, 
and this ruinous law-fuit, had bix)ught him into. 
One day, as fhe had got her iiufband in good 
humour, fhe talked to him afterthe following man- 
ner : ^ My dear f , fince I have been your wifis» 

* I have obferved great abufes and difordei-s in 

* your family ; your fervants are mutinous and 

* quarrelfome, and cheat you mofi abominably i 

^ your 

* The new parliament, wliich was averfe to the war, made 

f a reprcfcntation of the management in the fcveral. offices, 
particularljr thefe for vi^ialling and clcathing the na?y and 
army; 
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* your cookmaid is in a cqnabination with your 

* butcher, poultcir^r, ^nd .fiftimpnger : Your 
' buckr purloins yopr liquor, and the brewer 
^ fells yqu hogw^fti j ypur baker cjieats both in 
^ weight and in tale ; even your milk-wonaan and 
^ your nurfcry-maid have a fellow-feelipg ; your 
' tailoi:, inftead of (breads, cabbages whole yards 

* of -cloth;, befides, leaving fuch long fcores, 

* and not going to market with ready moqcy, 

* forces us to take bad ware. of ^he tradcfmen at 

* their o\vn price. You ,have not ported your 

* books thefe ten years ; how is it poiEble for a 

* man of bufinefs to keep his aff4irs even in the 

* world. at this rate?-J?i-ay God thijs Hocus be 

* honeft : Would to CJod you would look over 

* his bills, and ;fee how matters ftaqd between 

* Frog and you : .Prodigious fums * are fpent in 

* this law-fuit, and more muft be borrowed of 

* fcriveners and ufurcrs at heavy intereft. Be- 

* fides, my dear, let me beg of you to lay afide 

* that wild projeft of leaving your bufinefs tp 

* turn lawyer, for which, let me tell you, nature 

* never defigned you. Believe jne, thefe rogues 
' do but flatter, that they may. pick youi* pocket ; 

* obferve what a parcel of hungry ragged fellows 

* live by your caufe ; to be fure they will never 

* mat&e an end of it ; I forefee this haunt you 
' have^t about the courts, will one day or ano- 

* ther bring your family to beggary. Confideiv 

* my djcar, how indecent it is ta abandon your 

C 3 * fliop,, 

* and of the fums tliat bad been e;(pended on thr war. 
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* (hop) and follow pettifoggers ; the habit is fo 

* ftrong upon you, that there is hardly a plea 

* between two country efquires about a ba/rch 

* acre upon a common, but you draw yourfelf 
' in as bail, furety or folicitor f / John heard 
her all this while with patience, till flie pricked 
his maggot, and touched him in the tender point j 
then he broke out into a violent paffion, ^ What? 

* I not fit for a lawyer ! let me tell you, my 

* clodpated relations fpoiled the greateft genius 

* in the world, when they bred me a mechanic. 

* Lord Strutt, and his old rogue of a grandfire^ 

* have found to their coft, that I can manage a 

* law-fuit as well as another.' * I do not deny 

* what you fay,' replied Mrs Bull, * nor do I caft 
■' in queftion your parts ; but I fay, it does not 

* fuit with your circumftances : You and your 
« predeceflbrs have lived in good reputation a- 

* mong your neighbours by this fame cloathing 

* trade, and it were madnefs to leave it off. Be- 

* fides, there are few that know all the tricks 
« and cheats of thefe lawyers •, does not your own 

* experience teach you, how they have dr^wn 
** you on from one term to- another, and how 

* you have danced the round of all the courts, 
« ftill flattering you with a final iflue, and, for 

* aught I can fee, your caufe is not a bit clearer 

* than it was feven years ago.* * I will be damn- 
^ ed, fays John, if I accept of any compofitipn 
« from Strutt, or his grandfather ; Iwill rather 

* wheel 
f which was however ftill a favourite with the people. 
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'wheel about the ftreets an engine to grind 
' knives and fciflars ; however, I will take your 



"C| ' advice, and.look over my accompts.* 

CHAP. XT. 
Hoiv John looked over his attorhefs bill. 



WHEN John firft brought out the bills, the 
iurprize of all the family was unexpreC- 
fible at the prodigious dimenfions of them 5 they 
would have meafured with the befl bale of cloth 
in John's (hop- Fees to judges, puny judges, 
clerks, prothonotaries, philizers, chirographers, 
under-clerks, proclamators, counfel, witneflis, 
jury-men, marfhals, tipftafis, cryers, porters j for 
enrollings, exemplifications, bails, vouchers, re- 
turns, caveats, examinations, filings of writs, en- 
tries, declarations, replications, recordats, noHpro^ 
fequfs^ certiorar^s^ mittimus^s^ demurrers, fpecial 
verdics, informations, fcire facias^ fupercedeas^ ha^ 
heas^orpus^ coach-hire, treating of witneflTes, &c. 

* Verily, lays Johp, there are a prodigious num- 

* ber of learned words in this law ; what a pretty 

* fcience it is.' * Ay ! but, hufband, you havfe 

* paid for every fyllable and letter of thcfe fine 

* words; blefs me, what immenfe fums are at 
' the bottom of thc.accompt !' John fpent feveral 

weeks 



I 
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neektf ioflookiog over bb bills ; and by comp 
and 'ftating his accompts^ he difcovered, tba( 
fides the extravagance of ^veiy article, ht 
been egregioully cheated ; that he had pai 
counfel that were never feeM, for writs that 
never drawn, for dinners that were never dr 
and journeys that were never made : In 1 
that the tradefmen, lawyers, and Frog, h: 
greed to throw the .burden of tlie law^tfuit 
his fhoulders. 



CHAP. xn. 

How John grew angyyy and refolved to acq^ 
compofttion '* ; and what methods were j>ra 
by ihe lawyers for keeping him from it* 

WE Xi JL. might the . learned Daniel 3" 
i%Y^i that.a Iflwfmt is.a fuit for life, 
that fows .his grain upon naavble, will haye i 
a hungry belly before liarveft. This John 
by woeful experience. John's caufe was a 
milk-cow, .and many a man fubfifted his 6 
out of it. However, John began to think it 
time tp look about him. He had a couf] 
the.country, ope Sir JEloger Bold f, whofe 

decc 

'* >When at lenglh peace was thought to be eligible 
more moderate, terms, a tr^eaty wasenteied jotoby 
t Itobcrt Harley, after^^'ards £» of Oxford, who was 

tr< 
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4eceflbrs bad been brod up to the law, aad knew 
fs much of k as any bodj ; but having left oiF 
die profeffion for fome time, they took great 
pleafure in compoundii^ law-fuits among their 
odghboursj for which they were the averfion of 
the gentlemen of the long robe, and at perpetual 
war with all the country attorneys. John put 
his cau(e into Sir Roger's hands, deiirlng him ta 
make the beft of it : Tbe news had no fooner 
reached the e^s of the Ja^wye^s, but they were 
ail in fin liiproar. Ti>cy broiight all the i^eft of 
.&e tradeiioeQ i^a John : 'Squire Soutli * fwoi^ 
he was betrayed, that he would Aarve before he 
coBipounded : Frog (faid he was iiighly wronged ^ 
<r?cn lying Ned the chimney- fweeper,- and Tohi 
the duftmipi> coiipplainisd, t;hat their intereft was 
iacrificed. The .lawyers, folicitors, Hocus, and 
Us^erks, were all up in arms, at the news of 
the compofitioQ ; they abufed him and his wife f 
moft (hamefiilly. * You iilly, aukward, ill-bred, 

* cqnutry fow, ^uoth onej have you no nrone 

* manners than to Tail at ^cus, that has fa^ed 

* il^Lt ck>4pated mupikulled ninny^iammer of 
^ your's from ruin, and all his family ? It is well 
' kaowmc^ how he has rofe early, and fat up late> 
' to inake j^m o^fft when he was fottuig at eve- 
ry 

treafiyrer io^d of the Lord jQodoIphin ) and thtre was now not 

only % new parliament, but a new minKlry. 

* l*he mcafure was oppofed, by the allies and the general : 
t TbeUouic of .Commons was ceoiurcd as totally ianorant of 

buiinefs : 
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* Tj ale-houfc in town. I knew his laft wife ; 

* (be was a woman of breeding, good humour, 

* and complaifancc ; knew how to live in the 

* world : As for you, you Idok like a puppet 

* moved by clock-work ; your cloaths hang up- 

* on you, as they were upon tenter-hooks, and 

* you come into the room as if you were going 

* to fteal away a pifs-pot : Get you gone into 

* the countiy to look after your mother's pouU 

* try, to milk the cows, churn the butter, and 

* drefs up nofegays for a holyday, and not med« 

* die with matters, which you know no more of; 
' than the fign-poft before your door : It is weH 

* known, that Hocus had an eftablifhed reputai 

* tion 5 he never fwore an oath, nor told a lie 

* in all his life ; he is grateful to his benefeftorsi 

* faithful to his friends, liberal to his dependents, 
^ and dutiful to his fuperiors ; he values not your 

* money more than the duft under his feet, but 

* he hates to be abufed. Once for all, Mrs 

* Mynx, leave off talking of Hocus, or I will put 

* out thofe faucer eyes of your's, and make thai 

* redftrcak country face look as raw as an ox- 

* cheek upon a butcher's ftall : Remember, I 
< fay, that there are pillories and ducking ftools/ 
With this away they flung, leaving Mrs BuU n6 
time to reply. No ftone was left unturned to 
fright John jfrom his compofition ; Sometimes 
they fpread reports at coffee-houfcs *, that John 

and 

* And it was faid, tliat the nation would at laft be &criSc«d 
to the ambition of France. 



I 
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and his wife were run mad ; that they intended to 
give up houfe, and make over all their eftate to 
Lewis Baboon ; that John had been often heard 
talking to himfelf, apd feen in the flreets without 
(hoes or ftockings ; that he did nothing from 
morning till night but beat his fervants, after 
having been the beft mafter alive : As for his 
wife, fhe was a mere natural. Sometimes John's 
houfe was befet with a whole regiment of attor- 
neys clerks,, bailiffs, and bailiffs-followers, and 
other fmall retainers of the law, who threw ftones 
at his windows, and dirt at himfelf as he went 
along the ftreet. When John complained of 
want of ready money to carry on his fuit, they 
adviied him to pawn his plate and jewels, and 
^at Mrs Bull ihould fell her linen and wearing- 
cloaths. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Mrs BuIPj vindication of the indifpenfable dufy of 
cuckoldom, incumbent upon wives in cafe of the 
tyranny^ infidelity^ or infufficiency of hufbands : 
Being a full anfwer to the doStor^s fermon againft 
adultery *- 

JOHN found daily frefli proofs of the infi- 
delity and bad defigns of his deceafed wife 5 
amongft other things, one day looking over his 

cabinet, he found the following paper : 

IT 

• The Tories reprcfcntation of the fpccches at Sachcvcrcrs 
trial 
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iT is evident that matrimony is founded upon 
an original contraSfi whereby the wife makes over 
die right (he has by the law of nature to the 
concuhitiif vagusj in favour of the huftand j by' 
which he acquires the proper^ of all her pcK 
fterity. But then the obligation Is- mutual : 
And where the eontraft is broken on one fide, 
it ceafes to bind on the other. Where there is 
a right, there muft be a power to maintain it, 
and to punifli the ofiending party. This power 
I affirm to be that original right, or rather that 
indifpenfable duty of cuckoldbm, Ipdgfed in aB 
wives in the cafes above mentiooed. No wife i^ 
bound by any law, to which herfelf has not con- 
fcnted : All economical government is lodged 
originally in the hufband and wife, the executive 
part being in the hufband ; both have their pl^ 
vileges fecured to them by law and reafon : But 
will any man infer, from the hufband's being in- 
vefted with the executive power, that the wife 
is deprived of he^ fhare, and that_ which is die 
principal branch of it, the original right of cuc- 
koldom ? And that fhe had no remedy left, but 
preces et lachryma^ or an appeftl to a ftipremc 
court of judicature ? No lefe frivolous are the 
arguments that are drawn from the general ap- 
pellations and terms of hufband add wife. A 
hufband denotes feveral different forts^ of magi* 
flracy, according to the i^fages and cuftoms of 
different cjimates and countries, fa fome eaftem 
iiadons, it fignifies a tyrant, with the abfolutc 
I j)0wcr 
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pover of life and death: In Turkey, it denotes an 
arbitrary governor, with power of perpetual im- 
prifbnment : In Italy, it gives the hufband the 
power of poifon and padlocks : In the countries 
of England, France, and Holland, it has a quite 
difiercnt meaning, implying a free and equal go« 
vemment, fecuring to the wife, in certain cafes, 
the liberty of cuckoldom, and the property of 
pin-flooney, and feparate maintenance. So that 
the arguments drawn from the terms of hufband 
1 and wife, are fallacious, and by no means fit to 
t iupport a tyrannical doArine, as that of abfolute 
unlimited chaftity, and conjugal fidelity. 

The general exhortations to chaftity in wives, 
arc meant only for rules in ordinary cafes ; but 
they natur^y fuppofe three conditions, of ability, 
jufldcCt and fidelity in the hufband : Such an 
unlimited, unconditioned fidelity in the {wife, 
cotild never be fuppofed by reafdnable men ; it 
ieems a refleftion upon the ch — ch, to charge 
ber with the doArines that countenance oppref- 
Son. 

t} This dodhine of the origioal right of cuckoU 
xk dom b congruous to the law of nature, which is 
\J fiiperior to all human laws, and for that I dare 
!>; appeal to all wives : It is much to the honour of 
i| o«r Englifh wives, that they have never given up 
?! that fundanuntal point ; and that though in for- 
ci mer ages they were muffled up in darknefs and 
r fiiperftition, yet that notion feemed engraven on 
r^ their minds, and the impreffion fo flrong, that 
rci nothing could impair it. 
I Vol. VIL D To 
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To affcrt the illegality of cuckoldom upon any 
pretence whatlbcver, were to caft odious colours 
upon the married ftate, to blacken the neceflarjr 
means of perpetuating families. Such laws can 
never be ftippofed to have been defigned to de- 
feat the very end of matrimony, the propagation 
of mankind. I call them neceflary means ; for, 
in many cafes, what other means are left ? Such a 
doArine woundk the honour of families ; unfet- 
ties the titles to kingdoms, honours, and eftates ; 
for, if the adttons from which fuck fettlements 
fpring were illegal, all that is built upon them 
muft be fo too : But the iaft b abfurd, therefore 
the firft muft be fo likewife. What is the caufc 
that Europe groani at prefent under the heavy 
load of a cruel and expensive war, but the tyran« 
nical cuftom of a certain nation, and the fcrupu-. 
lous nicety of a filly queen *, in not exercifing 
this indifpenfable duty of cuckoldom, whereby 
the kingdom might have had an heir, and a con- 
troverted fucccffion might have been . avoided : 
Thefe are the effe6b of the narrow maxims of 
your clergy, That one muji tiot do evil^ that good 
may come of it. 

The afieiters of this indefeafible right, and 
jus divinum of matrimony, do all in their hearts 
fjavour gallants, and the pretenders to married 
women j for, if the true legal foundation of the 
married ftate be once Tapped, and, inftead thereof, 

tyrannical 

• The Qaccn of Charles II. of Spain, upon whoft death, 
without UTuc, the war broke out. 
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tyrannical maxims introduced, what muft follow, 
but elopements, inftead of fecret and peaceable 
cuckoldom ? 

From all that has been faid, one may clearly 
perceive the abfurdity of the doftrine of this fei- 
ditious, difcontented, hot-headed, ungifted, lin- 
cdifying preacher, aflerting. That the grand fecu^ 
rhy 9f the matrimonial Jiate^ and the pillar upon 
which it JlandSf is founded upon the wife^s belief of 
an ahfdute unconditional fidelity to the hu/hand*s bed : 
By which hold aflertion, he ftrikes at the root, 
digs the foundation, and removes the bails, upon 
which the happinefs of a married ftate is built. 
As for his perfonal reflections, I would, gladly 
know who are thofe wanton wives he fpeaks of ? 
Who are thofe ladies of high ftations, that he fo 
boldly traduces in his fermon ? It irpretty plain^ 
who thefe afperfions are aimed at ; for which he 
dcfervcs the pillory, or fomething worfe. 

In confirmation of this doftrine of the indiC 
penfable duty of cuckoldom, I could bring the ex- 
ample of the wifeft wives in all ages, who by theic 
means have preferved their hufbands families 
from ruin and oblivion by want of pofterity : 
But what has been faid, is a fufficient ground 
forpunifhing this pragmatical parfon. 



CAHP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The two great parties of wives, the Devoio^s and 
the Hitts *. 



TH E doarine of unlimited chaftity and 
fidelity in wivcs^ was imiverfally efpoufcd 
by all hufhands ; who went about the country, 
and made the wives fign papers, fignifying their 
utter deteftation and abhorrence of Mrs BuITs 
wicked doftrine of the indifpenfable duty of 
cuckoldom. Some yielded, others refufed to part 
with their native liberty ; which gave rife to two 
great parties amongft the wives, the Devoto's and 
the Hitts. Though it muft be owned, the di- 
ftinAion was more nominal than real ; for the 
Devoto's would abufe freedoms fbmetimes ; and 
thofe who were diftinguifhed by the name of 
Hitts, were often very honeft. At the fame time 
there came out an ingenious treatife, with t|ie 
title of Good advice to hujbands ; in which they arc 
counfelled not to truft too much to their wives j 
owning the doftrine of unlimitted conjugal fide- 
lity, and fo to negleft family-duty, and a due 
watchfulnefs over the manners of their wives ; 
riiat the greateft fecurity to hufbands, was a vigo- 
rous 



• Thofe who were for and againft the doarinc of non-rfp^ 
ance. 
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rous conftitution, good ufage of their wives, and 
keeping them from temptation ; many hufbands 
having been fiifferers by their trufting too much 
to general profeflions, as was exemplified in the 
cafe of a fboliOi and negligent hufband, who, 
trufting to the efficacy of this principle, waS; 
undone by his wife's elopement from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

An account of the conference between Mrs Bull and' 
Don Diego, 

TH E lawyers, asLtheir liaft effort to put off 
the compofition, fent Don Diego to 
John *. Don Diego was a veiy worthy gentle- 
man, a friend to John, his mother; and prefent 
wife ; and therefore fuppofed to have fome in- 
fluence over her: He had been ill ufed himfelf 
1^ Roger f, was againift the compofition f: The 
conference between him and Mrs Bull, was word 
for word as follows. 

D 3 Don 

♦ Aniongft other obflacks to the treaty, was the oppofition of 
the Earl of hlottingham, a Tory Nobleman, who had great in- 
flncooe in the Hoaie' of Goimmons. 

t Hie caufe of his animofity, from which this condaft is fup- 
pofed to proceed, was Mr Harlcy*s being chofch to fucceed him 
as principal Secretary of State, when he was removed from that 
office in the year 1704. 

t He ex|Jo(hilatcd againft the peace with great wannth in the: 
Houfc, when the Queen was prefent incog. 
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Don Diego. Is it poffiUe, coufin Bull^ that 
you can forget the bonouraUe maxims of the 
family you are come of^ and break your word 
with three of the honefteft beft-meaning peribus 
in the world, Efquire South, F>^f and Hocus, 
that haye facrificed their interefts to yours ? It 
is bafe to take advantage of their iimplicity and 
credulity, and leave them in the lurch at laft. 

Mrs BulL I am fure they left my family in 
a bad condition ; we have hardly money to go to 
market, and no body will take our words for 
fixpence. A very fine fpark this Efquire South ! 
My huiband took him in, a dirty, fnotty-nofed 
boy ; it was the bufinefs of half the fervants to 
attend him, the rogue * did bawl and make fuch 
iL noife : Sometimes he fell in the fire, and bomt 
his face ; fometimes broke his fhins clambering 
over the benches ; often pified a-bed, and always 
came in fo dirty, as if he had been dragged 
through the kennel at a boarding-fchooL He 
loft his money at chuck-farthing, fhuffle-cap, and 
all fours ; fold his books^ pawned hb Imen^ 
which we were always forced to redeem. Then 
the whole generation of him are fo in love with 
bagpipes and puppet-fhows ! I wifh you knew 
what my hufband has paid at the paftery-cqok's 
and confeftioner's for Na^es bifcuit, taits, cuft- 
ards, and fww'et-meats. All this while n^ kuibaiid 
confidered him as a gendeman of a good hmWj 

diat 

* Something relating to the manners of a great prince^ fl'p<^ 
ftkion> lore of operas, (how^ 6 c. 
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that had £allen into decay^ gaive him good educati« 
0O9 and has fettled him in a good creditable wajr 
of living, having procured him, hj his intereft^ 
one of the heft places of the coiintry : And what 
return, think you, does this fine gendeman mafae 
vs? he will hardly give me or my hufband a 
good word, or a civil exprefHon : Inftead of 
Sir and Madam f (which, tho' I fay it, is onr 
due) he calls us goody and goffer fuch a-one : Says, 
he did us a great deal of honour to board with 
us ; hufis and dings at fuch a rate, becaufe wq 
will not ipend the little we have left to get him 
the title and eftate of Lord Strutt; and then 
for-iboth, we (hall have the honour to be hit 
woollen-drapers. Befides, Efquire South will 
be Efquire ftill \ fickle, proud, and ungrateful. 
If he behaves himfelf (0^ when he depends on 
us for his daily bread, can any man fay what he 
will do when he is got above the world ? 

/>. Diego. And would you loie the honouf 
of fo noUe and generous an undertaking ? Would 
yon rather accq>t this fcandaknis compofition; 
and tnift that okl rogue, Lewis Baboon. 

Mrs Bull. Look you, friend Diego, if we 
lasr it on, till Lewis turns honeft, I am afraid 
o«r credit will run low at BlackwelUhall. I wifh 
every man had his own; but 1 i^iU fay, that 
Lord StniUt^s monef fiunes as bright, and chinkd 
as well, as Efquire Soul's. I. do not. know a|iy 
iither 'hold that we tradefmen have of diefe great 

folks, 

f Somctliing relating to forms aod titles. 
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folks, but their intercft ; buy dear and fell cheap, 
aud I will warrant ye you will keep your cuftom- 
cr. The worft is, the Lord Strutt's fei-vanta 
have got fuch a haunt about the old rogue's ' 
£hop, that it will coft us many a firkin of ftrong 
beer to bring them back again ; and the longei? 
they are in a bad road, the harder it will be to 
get them out of it. 

D. Diego. But poor Frog, what has he done ? 
On my confcience, if there be an honefti fincerc 
man in the world, it is that Frog. 

Mrs Bull. I think I need not tell you ho#^ 
much Frog has been obliged to our family from 
his childhood f 5 he carries his head hijgh now^ 
but he had never been the man he is without 
our help. Ever fince the commencement of this 
law*fuit, it has been the bufinefs of Hocus, in 
iharing our expences, to plead for Frog. * Poor 

• Frog, fays he, is in hard circumftances, ht 

• has a numerous family, and lives from hand 

• to mouth ; his children do not eat a bit of vie* 

• tuals from one year's end to the other, but 

• live upon fait hcrnng, fowr curd, and bore* 
*. cole 5 he does his utmoft, poor fellow, to keep 

• things even in the world, and has exerted him- 

• felf beyond his ability in this law-fuit ;• but he 

• really has not wherewithal to go on. What 

• fignifies this hundred pounds ? place it upon 

• your fide of the accompt ; it is a great deal to 

• poor 

f Oti the other fide,^ complaint was made of the unequal \vu^ 
' den of the war» ' 
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r Frog, and a trifle to you." Thb has 
Hocus's conftant language, and I am fure 
is obligations enough to us to haTe a£led 
er part. 

Diego. No doubt Hocus meant all this for 
eft, but he is a tender-hearted, charitable 
Frog is indeed in hard circumftances. 

V Bull. Hard circumftances ! I fwear this 
voking to th^ laft degree f . All the time 
: law-fuit, as faft as I have mortgaged. Frog 
jrchafed : From a plain tradefman, with a 

ware-houfe, and a country butt with a 
fi(h-pond at the end of it, he is now grown 

Y rich country gentleman, with a noble 
i eft ate, noble palaces, manors, parks, 
ns, and farms, finer than any we were ever 
rof. Is it not ftrange, when my huft>and 
rfed great fums every term. Frog fliould be 
lafing fome new farm or manor ? fo that if 
iw-fuit lafts, he will be far the richeft man 
i country. What is worfe than all this, he 

away my cuftomers every day ; twelve of 
icheft and beft have left my fhop by his per- 
)n, and whom, to my certain knowledge, 
IS under bonds never to return again : Judge 
f this be neighbourly dealing. 
, Diego. Frog is indeed pretty clofe in his 
igs, but very honeft : You are fo touchy, 
ake things fo hotly, I am fure there muft 

me miftake in this. 

Mrt 
id of the acquifitions of the Dutch in FUndcrs J During 
cbates, the Houfc took into confideration. 
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Mrs Bull, A plaguy one indeed ! You know^ 
and have often told me of it, how Hocus, and 
thofe rogues, kept my hufband John Bull drunk 
for five years together with punch and ftrong 
waters •, I am fure he never went one night fober 
to bed, till they got him to fign the ftrangeft 
deed that ever you faw in your life. The 
methods they took to manage bim, I will tell you 
another time \ at prefent I will read only the 
writing. 



ARTICLES 
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ARTICLES of AGREEMENT 



» E T W 1 X T 



JOHN BULL, Clothier, 



AND 



NICHOLAS FROG, LiNEN-DRiPER*. 



I. THAT for maintaining the antient good 

coirefpondence and friendfhip between the faid 

pardcs, I Nicholas Frog do folemnly engage and 

promife, to keep peace in John Bull's family; 

that neither his wife, children, nor fervants, give 

Iiim any trouble, difturbance, or moleftation 

whatfocver, but to oblige them all to do their 

duty quietly in their refpeftive ftations. And 

whereas the faid John Bull, from the aflured 

confidence 

f a treaty which had been concloded by the Lord Townfheod, 
«t the Hague, between the Queen and the States, in 1709, for 
lecnring the Protefbnt fncceflion, and for fettling a barrier for 
Holland againft France. And it was refolved, That fcveral ar- 
ticles of this treaty were deflruAive to the trade and intered of 
Great-Britain ; that Lord Townfheod bad no authority to 
agree to them ; and that he, and all thofe who advifed ratifying 
Ihe treaty, were enemies to their country. 
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confidence that he has in my friendfhip, has ap- 
pointed me executor of his laft will and tefta- 
ment, and guardian to his children, I do un- 
dertake, for me, my heirs and afEgns, to fee the 
lame d«ly executed and performed, and that it 
{hall be unalterable in all its parts, by John Bull, 
or any body elfe : For that purpofe it ftiall be 
lawful and allowable for me to enter his hovfe 
at any hour of the day or night ; to break open 
bars, bolts, and doors, chefts of drawers, and 
ftrong boxes, in order to fecure the peace of my 
friend John Bull's family,^ and to fee his will duly 
executed. 

n. In confideration of which kind neighbour- 
ly office of Nicholas Frog, in that he has been 
pleafed to accept of the aforefaid tnift, I John 
BuH, having duly confidered that my friend 
Nicholas Frog, at this time, lives in a marihj 
foil and unwholefome air, infefled with fogs and 
damps, deftruftive of the health of himfelf, wife 
and children ; do bind and oblige me, my heir 
and affigns, to purchafe for the faid Nicholas Frog 
with the beft and readieft of my cafh, bonds 
mortgages, goods, and chatties, a landed eftate 
with parks, gardens, palaces, rivers, fields, an( 
outlets, confifting of as large extent as the faii 
Nich(das Frog fhall think fit. And whereas di 
faid Nicholas Frog b at prefent hemmed in to 
dofe by the grounds of Lewis Baboon, mafter c 
the icience of defence, I the faid John Bull d 
oblige myfclf, with the readieft of my calh, t 
I purcha 
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parchafe and inclofe the faid grounds, for as 
man^ fields and acres as the faid Nicholas fhall 
think fit; to the intent that the faid Nicholas 
may have free egrefs and regrefs, without Ictt or 
moleftation, fuitaUe to the demands of hinifelf 
and family. 

in. Furthermore, the faid John Bull obliges 
himfelf to make the country-neighbours of Nicho- 
las Frog allot a certain part of yearly rents to pay 
for the repairs of the faid landed eftate j to the 
mtent that his good friend Nicholas Frog may be 
eafed of all charges. 

IV. And whereas the faid Nicholas Frog did 
tontraA with the deceafed Lord Strutt about cer- 
tain liberties, privileges, and immunities, formerly 
in the poffeffion of the faid John Bull j I the faid 
John Bull do freely, by thefe prefents, renounce, 
^uit, and make over to the faid Nicholas, the li- 
berties, privileges, and immunities contrafted for, 
in as full a manner as if they never had belonged 
to me. 

V. The faid John Bull obliges himfelf, his heirs 
and afiigns, not to fell one rag of broad or coarfe 
doth to any gentleman within the neighbourhood 
of the faid Nicholas, except in fuch quantities and 
Aich rates, as the faid Nicholas (hall think fit. 

Signed and fealed, 
JOHN BULL, 
NIG. FROG. 

Vol. VIL E The 
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The reading of this paper put Mrs Bull in fuch s 
paffion, that fhe fell downright into a fit, and 
they were forced to give her a good quantity ol 
the fpirit of hartfhorn before fhe recovered. 

D, Diego. Why in fuch a paffion^ coufin i 
Confidering your circumftances at that tim©, I do 
not think this fuch an unrcafonable contraft. 
You fee Frog, for all this, is religioufly true to 
his bargain ; he fcorns to hearken to any compo- 
fition without your privacy. 

Mrs Bull. You know the contrary *. Read 
that letter. 

\_Reads the fuhfcrtptton]. For Lewis Baboon, mafter 
of the noble fcience of defence. 

SIR, 

IUnderftand, that you are, at this time, treats 
ing with my friend John Bull, about reftoriflg 
the Lord Strutt's cuftom, and befides allowing 
him certain privileges of park? and fifli-ponds j I 
wonder how you, that ai-e a man that knows the 
world, can talk with that limple fellow. He has 
been my bubble jthefe twenty years, and, to my 
certain knowledge, underftands no more of his 
own affairs than a child in fwaddling cloaths. I 
know he has got a fort of a pragmatical filly jade 
of a wife, that pretends to take him out of my 
h^ds \ but you and fhe both will find yourfelves 
mifiaken, I will find thofe that fhall manage herj 

and 

' ** In the mean time the Dutch were fecretly negotiating vitb 
Jrancc. 
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and for him, he dares as well be hanged as make 
one ftep in his affairs without my confent. If 
you will give me what you promifed him, I will 
make all things eafy, and ftop the deeds of ejedt- 
ment againft Lord Strutt : If you will not, take 
what follows : I (hall have a good adtion againft 
you, for pretending to rob me of my Bubble^ 
Take this warning from 

Your loving friend, 

NIC. FROG- 

I am told, coufin Diego, you are one of thofc 
that have undertaken to manage nie, and that you 
have faid you will carry a green bag yourfelf, ra- 
ther than we fhall make an end of our law-fuit : 
I will teach them and you too to manage. » 

D. J^iego. For God's lake. Madam, why fo 
choleric ? I fay this letter is fome forgery ; it ne- 
ver entered into the head of that honefl man,^ 
Nic. Frog, to do any fuch thing. 

Mrs BulL I cannot abide you : You have 
been railing thefe twenty years, at Efquire Souths 
Frog, and Hocus, calling them rogues and pick- 
pockets, and now they are turned the honefteft 
fellows in the world. What is the meaning of all 
this? 

D. Diego. Pray tell me how you came to em- 
ploy this Sir Roger in your affairs, and not think 
of your old friend Diego .? 

Mrs Bull. So, fo, there it pinches. To telt 

you truth, I have employed Sir Roger in fcveral 

E 2 weighty 
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weighty affairs, and have found him tnifty and 
honeft, and the poor man always fcorned to take z 
a farthing of me. I have abundance that profefs 
great 2eal, but they are damnable greedy of the 
pence. My hufband and I are now in fuch cir- 
cumftances, that we muft be ferved upon cheaper 
terms than we have been. 

D. Diego. Well, couiini I find I can do do 
good with you j I am forry that yoi^ will ruiQ 
yourfelf, by trufting this Sir Roger. 



CHAP. XVI. 

How the guardians of tie deceafed Mrs BulVs three 
daughters came to Johtty and what adviee they 
gave him ; wherein are briefly treated the charac' 
ters of the three daughters ; alfo John BulPs an* 
fwer to 4he three guardians *. 

I TOLD you in a former chapter, that Mrs 
Bull, before fhe departed this life, had blefled 
John with three daughters. I need not here re- 
peat their names, neither would I willingly ufc 
any fcandalous rcfle£l:ions upon young ladies, 
whofe reputations ought to be very tenderly 
handled ; but the charafters of thefe were fo well 
known in the neighbourhood, that it is doing 
them no injury, to make a fliort defcription of 

them. 

The 

* TSje debates in parliament were however ftilJ continued. 
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The cldeft * was a termagant, imperious^ pro- 
digal, lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed : 
She ufed to rantipole about the houfe, pinch the 
chSdren, kick the fervants, and torture the cats 
and dogs ; fhe would rob her father's ftrong box, 
for money to give the young fellows that fhe was 
fond of; fhe had a noble air, and fomething 
great in her mien, but fuch a noifome infeftious 
breath, as threw all the fervants that drefled her 
into'confumptions ; if fhe fmelt to the frefhefl 
nofe-gay, it would fhrivel and wither as if it had 
been blighted : She ufed to come home in her 
cups, and break the china and looking-glafles ; , 
and was of fuch an irregular temper, and fo en- 
tirely given up to her paffion, that you might 
argue as well with the north wind, as with her La- 
dy (hip : So expenfive, that the income of three 
dukedoms was not enough to fupply her extrava- 
gance. Hocus loved her beft, believing her to be 
His own, got upon the body of Mrs Bull. 

The fecond daughter f , bom a year after her 
fifVer, was a peevifh, froward, ilU conditioned crea- 
ture as ever was, ugly as the devil, lean, haggard,, 
pale, with faucer eyes, a fharp nofe, and hunch- 
backed : But aftive, fpritely, and diligent about 
her affairs* Her ill complexion was occafioned by 
her bad diet, which was coffee, morning, noon, 
and night j She never refled quietly a-bed ; but 
ufed to difturb the whole family with fhrieking 
out in her dreams, and plague them next day with 
E 3 interpreting, 

"•-Bokmia, war. f Difcordia, fadbn. 
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interpreting them, for fhe took them all for gof« 
pel : She would cry out murder, and difturb the 
whole neighbourhood ; and when John came 
running down ftairs to enquire what the matter 
was : Nothing, forfobth, only her maid had ftuck 
a pin wrong in her gown : She turned away one 
fervant, for putting too much oil in her fallad, 
and another for putting too litde fait in her wa- 
ter-gruel V but fuch as by flattery had procured 
her efteem, flie would indulge in the greateft 
crime. Her father had two coachmen ; when 
one was in the coach -box, if the coach fwung but 
the leaft to one fide, (he ufed to (hriek fo loud, 
that all the ftreet concluded fhe was overturned •, 
but though the other was eternally drunk, and 
had overturned the whole family, (he was very - 
angry with her father for turning him away. Then ■ 
fhe ufed to carry tales and ftorics from one to an- \ 
other, till (he had fet the whole neighbourhood j 
together by the ears ; and this was the only di- 
rerfion (he took pleafure in. She never went a- 
broad, but fhe brought home Aich a bundle of 
mondrous lies, as would have amazed any mortal 
but fuch as knew her : Of a whale that had f?ral- 
lowed a fleet of fliips *, of the lions being let out 
of the Tower to deftroy the proteftant reli^on \. 
of the Pope's being feen in a brandy-fliop at. 
Wapping ; and of a prodigious ftrong man, that - 
was going to fhove down the cupola of St Paul's \. 
of three millions of five-pound pieces, that Efquire 
Soutll had found under an old wall \ of blazing 

ftars^ 
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lying di^agons, and abundance of fuch ftuffl 
s fervants in the family made high court to 
or (he domineered there, and turned out 

whom {he pleafed i only there was an old 
I between her and Sir Roger, whom ihe 
ily hated, and ufed to hire fellows to fquirt 
I water upon him, as he pailed along the 
; fo that he was forced conftantly to wear 
mt of oiled cloth, by which means he came 
pretty clean, except where the furtout was a 
canty. 

for the third *, fhe was a thief, and a com- 
nercenary proftitute, and that without any 
ition from nature, for fhe owned fhe had 
ijoyment. She had no refpeA of perfons, 
ce or a porter was all one, according as they 

yea, fhe would leave the finefl gentleman 
: world, to go to an ugly pocky fellow for 
ice more. In the praftice of her profefBon, 
lad amafled vaft magazines of all forts of 
s; fhe had above £ve hundred fuits of fine 
IS, and yet went abroad like a cinder wench : 
:x>bbed and flarved alt the fervants, fo that 
iy could live near her. 

much for John^s three daughters, which 
vill fay were rarities to be £or\d of :. Yet na- 
will fhew itfelf ; nobody could blame their 
ons for taking care of them ; and therefore 
s that Hocus, with two other of the guardi- 
:hought it their duty to. take care of the in- 

tereft 

♦ Ufuria, ufurf. 
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tereft of the three giris, and giTe John theu: beil 
advice before he compounded the Uw-fbir« 

Hocus. What makes you fo fhj of late, my 
good friend ? There is dobody loves you better 
than I, nor has taken more painsin your affairs r 
-As I hope to be faved, I would do any thing ta 
fcrve you ; I would crawl upon all four to fcrve 
you ; I have fpent my health and paternal eftate 
^ in your fervice. I have, indeed, a fmall pittance 
left, with which I might retire, and with as good 
a confcience as any man ; but the thoughts of this^ 
diigracefiil compofition fo touches me to the* 
quick, that I cannot fleep : After I had brought 
the caufe to the faft ftrokc, diat oneverdiA more: 
had quite ruined old Lewis, and Lord Strutt, and 
put you in the quiet pofleflion of every thing \\ 
then to compound ! 1 cannot bear it. This 
caufe was my favourite, I had fet my heart upon^ 
it ; it is like an only child ; L cannot endure it 
fliould mifcarry: For Go^^s fake confider only- 
to what a difmal condition old Lewis is brought*. 
He is at an end of all his caih : His attorneys have 
hardly one trick left \ they are at an end of all 
chicane beiides, he has both his law and his daily 
bread now upon truft. Hold out only one term 
longer, and I wU warrant you, before the next», 
we (hall have him in the fleet. I will bring himt 
to the pillory ; his ears fball pay for his perjuries. 
For the love of God do not compound : Let me 
be damnM if you have a friend in the world that: 
loves you better than I : There is nobody can fay 
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I am covetous^ or that I have any interefl to pur^ 
fuc, but yours* 

2d Guardian, There is nothing fo plain, as 
that this Lewis has a defign to ruin all his neigh-^ 
ix)uring tradefmen ; and that at this time he has. 
fuch a prodigious income by his trade of all kinds, 
that if there is not fome ftop put to his exortu- 
tant riches^ he ^ill monopolize every thing : J^o 
body vnll be able to fell a yard of drapery or mer^ 
cenary ware but himfelf. I then hold it advifable^ 
that you continue the law-fuit, and burft him ai 
OQce. My concern for the three poor motherleis 
children obliges mc to give you this advice ; for 
their eftates, poor girls ! depend upon the fucce£i 
of this caufe. 

3d Guardian. I own this writ of ejectment has 
coft dear ; but then confider it as a jewel well 
worth the purchafing at the price of all you have« 
None but Mr Bull's declared enemies can fay^ he 
has any other fecurity for his clothing trade, but 
the ejedbnent of Lord Strutt. The only queftion 
then that remains to be decided, is, who ihall 
ftand the expences of the fuit i To which the an- 
fwer is as plain ; who but he, that is to have the 
advantage of the fentence ? When Efquire South 
has got pofleffion of his title and honour, is not 
John Bull to be his clothier ? Who then, but 
John, ought to put him in pofiHEon ? Afk but 
any indifferent gentleman, who ought to bear his 
charges at law ? and he will readily anf^^er, his 
traddfmen. I do therefore affirm, and I will go 

to 
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to death with it, that, being his clothier, you 
ought to put him in quiet pofleflion of his edate, 
and, with the fame generous fpii'it you have be- 
gun it, complete the good work. If you perfift 
in the bad meafures you are now in, what muft 
become of the three poor orphans ? My heart 
Ueeds for the poor girls. 

John Bull. You arc all very eloquent perfons ; 
but give me leave to tell you, you exprcfi a great 
deal more concern for the three girls than for 
me \ I think my intereft ought to be confidered 
in the firft place. As for you. Hocus, I cannot 
but fay you have managed my law-fuit with great 
addreis, and much to my honour, and, though 
I fay it, you have been well paid for it. Why 
muft the burthen be taken off Frog's back, and 
laid upon my ihoulders ? He can drive about his 
own parks and fields in his gilt chariot, when I 
have been forced to mortgage my eftate ; his note 
will go farther than my bond. Is it not matter 
of faft, that from the richeft tradefman in all the 
country, I am reduced to beg and borrow from 
Icriveners and ufurers, that fuck the heart, blood 
and guts out of me ? And what is all this for ? 
Did you like Frog's countenance better than 
mine ? Was not I your old friend and relation ? 
Have I not prefented you nobly ? Have I not clad » 
your whole family ? Have you not had an hun- 
dred yards at a time of the fined cloth in my 
(hop ? .Why muft the reft of the tradefmen be 
not only indemnified from charges, but forbid lo 

ga 
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go on ^th their own bufinefs, and what is more 
their concern than mine ? As to holding out this 
term, I appeal to your own confcience, has not 
that been your conftant difcourie thefe fix years, 
Ofie term more^ and old Lewis goes to pot. If thou 
art (b fond of my caufe, be generous for once, 
aad lend me a brace of thoufands. Ah Hocus I 
Hoc\is ! I know thee ; not a fous to fave me froia 
gaol, I trow. Look ye, gentlemen, I have lived 
with credit in the world, and it grieves my heart, 
never to ftir out of my doors but to be pulled by 
the fleeve by fome rafcally dun or other ? * Sir, 
* remember my bill : There is a fmall concern o£ 
' a thoufand pounds, I hope you think on it, 
' Sir.' And to have thefe ufurers tranfaft my 
debts at cofiee-houfes, and ale-houfes, as if I 
were going to break up ihop. Lord ! that ever 
the rich, the generous John Bull, clothier, the 
envy of all his neighbours, ihould be brought to 
compound his debts for five fhillings in the 
pound ; and to have his name in an advertife* 
mcnt for a ftatute of bankrupt. The thought of 
it makes me mad. I have read fomewhere in the 
Apocrypha, that one^ fhould not confuU with a 
woman touching her ofwhomjbe is jealous ; nor with 
a merchant concerning exchange ; nor with a buyer 
^f felling I nor with an unmerciful man of hindnefs^ 
&c. I could have added one thing more, nor 
with an attorney about compounding a law-fuit. The 
ejectment of Lord Strutt will never do. The e- 
vidcncc is crimp ; the witnefTes fwear backwards 
and forwards, and contradift thcmfelves ; and his 

tenants 
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tenants ftick by him. One tells me, that I muft 
carry on my fuk^ becaufe Lewis is poor ; ano- 
thcT) becaufe he is ftill too rich : Whom fhall I 
beKere ? I am fure of one thing, that a penny in 
the purfe is the beft fnend John can have at laft ; 
and who can fay that this will be the laft fuit I 
{hall be engaged in ? Befides, if this ejeflment 
irerc prafticable, is it reafonable, that when Ef- 
quire Sontli is lofing his money to fharpers and 
pick-pockets, going about the country ^th fid- 
lers and bufibons,,and fquandering his income 
with hawks and dogs, I fhould lay out the fruits 
of my honeft induftry in a law->fuit for him, only 
upon the hopes of being his clothier ? And when 
flic caufe is over, I fhall not have the benefit of 
my projeA for want of money to go to market. 
Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull is but a plam 
man ; but John Bull knows when he is ill ufed, 
I know the infirmity of our family ; we are apt to 
play the boon companion, and throw away our 
money in our cups : But it was an unfair tiling ia 
you, gentlemen, tO take advantage of my weak- 
riefs ; to keep a parcel of roaring bullies about mc" 
day and night, with huzzas, and hunting-horns, 
and ringing the changes on butchers cleavers, ne- 
ver let me cool, and make me fet my hand ^ 
papers, when I could hardly hold my pen. There 
will come a day of reckoning for all that pro- 
ceeding. In the mean time^ gentlemen, I beg 
you will let me into my affairs a little, anJ that 
you would not grudge me tlie fmall remainder of 
d Tery great eftate. 

I CHAP- 
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C H A P. XVII. 

Efqmre Souths meffage and letter to Mrs Bull. 

THE arguments ufed by Hocus, and the reft 
of the guardians, had hitherto provc4 in^ 
fufficient * : John and his wife could not be 
perfuaded to bear the expence of Efquire South's 
law-fuit. They thought it reafonable, that fincc 
he was to have the honour and advantage, he 
fhould bear the greateft (hare of the charges ; 
and retrench what he loft by (harpers, and fpent 
upon country-dances and puppet-plays, to apply 
it' to that ufe. This was not very grateful to 
the Efquire J therefore, as the laft experiment, 
he rcfolved to fend Signior Benenatof, mafter 
of his fox-hounds, to Mrs Bull, to tiy what 
he could do with her. This Signior Benenato 
had all the qualities of a fine gentleman, that 
were fit to charm a lady's heart \ and if any per- 
fon in the world could have perfuaded her, it 
was he. But fuch was her unfhaken fidelity to her 
buiband, and the conftant purpofe of her mind 
to purfue his intereft, that the moft refined aits 
Vol. VU. F of 

. ♦ But as all attempts of the party to preclude the treaty were 
ineffeOual, and complaints weie made of the dtHciencies of the 
Houie of Audria, the AFchduke ient a meflage and letter, 

.f by Prioce Eugene, urging the continuance of the war, and 
offering to bear a proportion of the expence. 



6ft THE HISTORY or Paitl 

of gallantry that were praftifed, could not fcducc 
her heart. The neck-laces, diamond ci'ofles, 
and rich bracelets that were offered, ftie rejefted 
with the utmoft fcorn and difdain. The mufic 
and fcrenades, that were given her, founded 
more ungratefully in her ears, than the noife of 
a fcrecch-owl ; however, (he received Efquirc 
South*s letter by the hands of Signior Benenatb, 
with that refpeft which became his quality. The 
copy of the letter is as follows, in which you will 
obferve he changes a little his ufual ftile. 

Madam, 

THE writ of cjeamfcnt againft Philip Ba- 
boon, (pretended Lord Strutt) is juft 
ready to paft : There want but a few neccflary 
forms, and a verdift or two more, to put me in 
the quiet pofleffion of my honour and eftate : J 
queftion not, but that according to your wonted 
gencrofity and gOodncfs, you will give it the fi- 
nifliing ftroke ; an honour that I would grudge 
any body but yourfelf. In order to eafe you of 
fomc part of the charges, I promife to fumifh 
pen, ink, and paper, provided you pay for the 
ilamps. Befides, I have ordered my ftewards to 
pay out of the readieft and beft of my rents, five 
pounds ten (hillings a year, till my fuit is finifli- 
cd. I wifh you health and happinefs, being with 
due refpeft. 

Madam, 

. Your afliircd friend, 

SOUTH. 
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What anfwer Mi-s Bull returned to this letter, 
you fliall know in my fecond part> only they 
were at a pretty good diftance in their propofals ; 
for as Efquire South only oflered to be at the 
charges of pen, ink^ and paper^ Mrs Bull refufed 
any more than to lend her barge * to carry bis 
council to Weftminfter*h^. 
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* This proportion was however thought to he ib inconfider- 
able, that the letter pi:oduced no other effe^, than the convojr 
•f the forces by the I.a^hih fleet to Barcelona. 
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The Publisher's Preface. 



TH E world is much indebted to Che femons 
Sir Humphrey Polefworth, for his inge- 
nious and impartial account of John Bull's law« 
fuit ; yet there is juft caufe of complaint againfl 
him, in that he relates it only by parcels, and will 
not give us the whole work : This forces me, who 
am only the publifher, to befpeak the af&ftance'of 
his friends and acquaintance, to engage him to 
lay afidc that ftingy humour, and gratify the 
curioiity of the public at once. He pleads m 
cxcufe, that they are only private memoirs, wrote 
for his own ufe, in a loofe ftile, to ferve as a 
help to his ordinary converfation *. I reprc- 

fented 

• This cxcafc of Sir Humphrey can only relate to the ftcond 
part or fcquel of the hiftory. See the preface to the firft parL 
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inted to him the good reception the firft part 
lad met with ; that, though calculated only for 
lie meridian of Grub-fti'eet, it was yet taken - 
otice of by the better fort ; that the world was 
ow fufficiently acquainted with John Bull, and 
iterefted itfelf in his concerns. He anfwered 
ith a fmile, that he had indeed fome trifling 
ings to impart, that concerned John BulPs- 
lations and domeftic affairs^ if thefe would 
tisfy me, he gave me free leave to make ufe 
them, becaufe they would ferve to make the 
ftory of the law-fuit more intelligible. When I 
d looked over the manufcript, I found like- 
fe fome further account of the compofition, 
lich perhaps may not be unacceptable to fuch 
have read the former part. 
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C HAP. I. 

Tie charaBer of John BulPs mother ♦. 

JOHN had a mother, idiom he loved and 
honoured extremely ; a difcreet, grave, foberj 
good-conditioned, cleanly, old gentlewoman a: 
ever lived. She was none of your crofs-grained 
termagant, fcolding jades, that one had as gooc 
be hanged as live in the houfe with, fuch as an 
always cenfuring the conduA, aad telling fcoo' 
dalous ftories of their neighbours, extolling theii 
own good qualities, and under-valuing thole o: 
others : On the contrary, flic was of a mcd 
fpirit ; and as fhe was ftriftly virtuous herfelf, ft 
fhc always put the bed conftni£lion upon th( 
words and aftions of her neighbours, excep 
where they were irreconcileable to the rules o: 
honefty and decency. She was neither one oi 
your precife prudes^ nor one of your fantaftica 
old hellesy that drefs themfelves like girls of fif 
teen : As ftie neither wore a ruff, fore-heac 
cloth, nor high-crowned hat, fo flie had laic 
afide feathers, flowei-s, and crimpt ribbons ir 
her hcad-drefs, furbclow-fcarfs, and hooped-pet 
ticoats. She fcorned to patch and paint, yet fli< 
loved to keep her hands and her face clean 
Though ftie wore no flaunting laced ruiffles, flu 
would not keep herfelf in a conftant fweat witl 
greafy flannel : Though her hair was not ftucl 

witl 
* The church of Englaod. 
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Wijcweb, Ihc was not afhamedof a diamond 
rofs ; fhe was not, like Tome ladies, hnog abdtit 
ith toys and trinkets, twcezcr-cafes, pockct- 
aflcs, and eflcnce-bottlcs ; fhe ufcd only a gold 
Itch and an almahack, to mark the hours and 
e holy-days. 

Her fumitnrc w^ neat and genteel, well fan- 
;d with a bon gouft. As (he affected not llic 
andeur of a ftate and canopy, ihd thought 
ere was no offence in an elbow-chcur : She had 
d afide your carving, gflding, and japan-work^ 
being too apt to gather dirt ; but fhe never 
uld be prevailed upon, to part with plain wain* 
3t and clean hangings. There are feme ladies, 
at affeft to fmcll ftink in every thing ; they arc 
grays highly perfumed, and continually bum- 
g frankincenfe in their rooms : She was above 
ch affeftation ; yet flie never would lay afide 
le ufe of brooms and fcrubbing-bruOies, and 
rupled not to lay her linen iii frefh lavender. 
She was no left genteel in her behaviour, wcH- 
'cd, without affeftation, in the due mean be- 
reen one of your afieftcd curtTying pieces of 
irmality, and your romps that have no regard to 
le common rules of civility. There are fome 
dies that a&ft a mighty regard for their 
ilations ; We mufi not eat to^day^ for my uncle 
om, and my coufin Betty^ died this time ten years :■ 
et us have a ball to-night j it is my neighbour fuch-a- 
}is birth'day : She looked upon all this as gri- 
lace ; yet (he conftantly obferved her hufband's 
rth-day, her Wedding-day, and fome few more. 

Though 
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Though fhie was a truly good woman, and had- 
a fincere motherly love for her fon John, yet 
there wanted not thofe who endeavoured to 
create a mifunderftandiDg between themj and 
they had fo far prevailed with him once, that 
he turned her out of doors *, to his great forrow,* 
as^he found afterwards, for his affairs went on at 
fixes and fevens. 

She was no lefs judicious in the tura of her. 
converfation, and choice of her fludies, in which 
fhe far exceeded all her fex : Your rakes that 
hate the company of all fober, grave gentlewo-^ 
men^ would bear her's ; and fhe would, by her 
handfbme manner of proceeding, fooner reclaim^ 
them, than fome that were more fowr and re-r 
ferved : She was a 2ealous preacher up of chafti- 
ty, and conjugal fidelity in wives, and by no means 
a friend to the new-fangled doftrine of the ///* 
djfpenfabk duty ofcucholdom .• Though fhe advanced 
her (pinions with a becoming afTurance, yet fhe> 
never ufliered them in, as fome pofitive creatures , 
will do> with dogmatical a^rtions, This is infalli'^ 
ble; I cannot be mifiaken; none hut a rogue can^ 
deny it. It has been obferved, that fuch people 
are oftener in the wrong than any body. 

Though fhe had a thouiand good qualities,, 
fhe was not without her faults ; amongft which 
one might perhaps reckon too great lenity to her 
fervants, to whom fhe always gave good counfel, 
but often too gentle correftion. I thought I 
could not fay lefs of John Bull's mother, becaufc 
ihe bears a part in the following tranfaftions. 

CHAP. 

"^ Jn th€ Rebellion of r64X. 
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haroBer of John BulPsJifier Peg ♦, nvrth the 
irreh that happentd betnuiten Mafttt and Mift 
'hetf chUdhMd% 



HN h^d a ftfcp, a poor girl that had hectt 
Carved at nurfe 5 any body would have gucfll 
fi to have been bred up under the influence 
TVtA ftcp-daime, and John to be the found- 
if a tender tnother* John looked ruddy 
himbi whh a pair of cheeks Kke a trurnpct- 
Afk looked pale and wad, as if Ibe had thd 
-f^cknefs y and no wonder, ' for John was. 
If ling, he had all the good bits, was cram- 
?lth good pallet, chicken, pig, goofe and 
r, while Mfi had only a little oat-itiea! and 
, or a d!ry cruft without butter. John hacj 
yiden pippins, peaches, and neAarines $ poor 
a crab-apple, floe, or a blackberry. Matter 
I the beft apartment, with his bed-chamber 
•ds the Ibuth fun. Mifs lodged in a garret^ 
ed to the north wind, which ihrivelled her 
lenance. llowever, this \ifage, though it 
id the girl in her growth, gave her a hardy 
rtution \ fhe had life and fpirit in abundance, 
mew when fhe was ill ufed : Now and then 
ould ieize upon John's commcmsj fnateh ft 

leg 

• The nation and church of S ' d. 
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kg of a pullet, or a bit of good beef, for wl 
they were fure to go to fifty-cuffs. Mafter 
indeed too ftrong for her j but Mifs would 
yield in the leaft point, but even when Mafter 
got her down, flic would fcratch and bite Kl 
tyger 5 when he gave her a cuff on the ear, 
would prick him with her knitting-needle. J 
brought a great chain one day to tie her to 
bcd-poft ; for which afiEront, Mifs aimed a ] 
knife at his heart *• In ihort, thefc quai 
grew up to rooted averfions ; they gave one 5 
ther nick-names j flie called him gundjhgutSj . 
he called her loujy Peg,; though th& girl v 
tight clever wench as any was,, and through 
pale looks you might difcern fpirit and viva 
which made her not, indeed, a perfect bea 
but fomething that was agreeable. It was ba 
rous in parents not to take notice of thefe ( 
quarrels, and make them live better toget 
fuch domeftic feuds proving afterwards the c 
iion of misfortunes to them both. Peg had^ 
deed, fome odd humours, and comical antipa 
for which John would jeer her. ' What tl 

* you of my fifter Peg, feys he, that faints al 
^ found of an organ, and yet will dance and : 

* at the noifc of a pagpipe ?* * What's .th; 

* you, gundy-guts, quoth Peg, every body'i 



♦ Ifcnry VII. to unite the two kiogdoms under one fore 
offered his daughter Mary, to James V. of ScotUnd : Thi 
VOLS, rejected, and followed by a war. To this event pn 
the author alludes^ 
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i their own mufic' Then Peg had tadcen 
r not to fay her Pater-'nojlery which made, 
imagine ftrangc things of her» Of the 
rrothers^ that have made fuch a clutter in 
)rld. Lord Feter^ Martin, and Jack, Jack 

late been her inclinations * : Lord Peter 
efted : Nor did Martin ftand much better 
good graces ; but Jack had found the waf 
heart. I have often admired, what charms 
zovered in that aukward booby, till I talk- 
1 a perfon that was acquainted with the in- 

who gave me the following account of it. 



CHAP. IIL 

charms f, or the method by which he gained 
Peg^s heart. 



he firft place, Jack was a very young fe!- 

Wy by much the youngeft of the three bro- 

and people, indeed, wonderied how fuch a 

upf^iart jackianape ihould grow to pert 

icy, and take ib much upon him. 

: bragged of greater abilities than other 

He was welUgiftedy as he pretended \ I need 

I you what fecret influence that has upon 

lies. 

Jack 

» LoTC of prcfbytcry. 

t Chancer of the prc(bytcrianf. 
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Jack had a moft fcandalous tongue, and per- \ 
fuaded Peg that all mankind, befides him&lfi 
arere poxed by diat fcarlet«£»ced whore Signiord 
fiubonia *• 'As for' his brother. Lord Peter^ 
^ the tokens were evident on him, blotches, fcafasi 
^- and the corona : His brother Martin, ihougk 
* he was not quite fo bad, had fome ne£birad 
< pains, idiich his friends pretended wore onty 
^ fcorbutical ; but he was fure it proceeded £rom 
^ a worfe caufe/ By fuch malicious infinuadoos, 
he had poflefled the lady^ that he was t^ oalf 
man 'in the wxsirld of a found, pure, and uotaiat- 
ed conftitution : Though there were fome that 
ftuck not to fay, that Signiora Bubonia and Jack 
railed at one another, only the better to hide an 
intrigue ; and that Jack had been found with 
Signiora under his cloak, carrying her home in a 
dark ftormjr night. 

Jack was a prodigious ogler i he would ogle 
you, the outfide of his eye inward, and the wUte 
upward r 

Jack gave bimfelf out for a man of a great ,e- 
fiaie in the fortunate iflands ; of which the fole 
property was vefted in his perfon : By this trick 
he cheated abundance of people of fmall iiiin% 
pretending to m^ke over plantations in the faid 
iflai^ds i but when the poor wretches canpc there 
with Jack's grant, they were beat, mockajl, a^d 
turned out of doors. 

I told you that Peg was whimfical, and loved 
^ any 

t The whore of Babylon, or the Pope. 
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tmf thing that was particular : In that waf ^ Jack 
ma her man, for he neither thou^» fpoke, 
Irefled, nor ^Q:ed like other mortals : He was 
hr jour bold Jtrokej ! he railed at fops, tho' he 
iras himfelf the mpft atfe£ked in the world \ in« 
lead of the common fafhion, he would vifit hi^ 
Biftreia in ar morning cloak, hand, {hort cuffi, 
ttd a peaked beard. He invented a waf of com^ 
Bg iDAo a room iaackwards, which, he iaid, fhew- 
sd more humility,, and le& afie£bition ; Where 
9tber people ftQod,^ he fat ;. where they fat, he 
(fcpod \ when he went to court,, he ufed toi kick 
vmzf the ftade,, and fit down by )m prince checic 
by jok : Confound thefe JiattSj. iayt. he^ ibey are a 
modirn inventioH :■ When he fpoke to hb prince, 

his always turned his b ch upon him : If he 

was adviied to isDi for his health, he would eat 
roaft4>ee£; if he was aUowed a more plentiful 
diet, then he would be fure that day to live upon, 
wacer-gruel ; he would cry at a weddings laugh 
and xnak^ jefts at a ftmeraL 

He was^ na Icis fingi^lar in his opinions ; you 
would hav« biwft your fides to hear him talk of 
politico ^: '* AU government,. &y$ he, is founded 

* upon the/isig^ diffarihution 6t^ pun^bmetits s 

• decent executions keep the world in awe ; for 
^ that reaibn thentt^rity o£ mankind ought to 
< be hangpd every year. For example,. I fup- 

* pofe the magiftrate ought to pafs an irrever- 

• fible fentencc upon all blue^eyed children from 

Vot. VIL G the 

* Abibbte preddiiiiatioii. 
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* the cradle ♦ ; but that there may be fome 

* of jufticc in this proceeding, thcfc chi 

* ought to be trained up hj mafters, appo 

* for that purpofe, to all forts of villainy j 

* they may defcrve their fate, and the exec 

* of them may fcrve as an objeft of terror t 

* reft of mankind/ As to the giving of Jfaf 
he had this lingular method, f that n^en 
wretches had the rope about their necks, it ft 
be enquired, who believed they fhould be l 
ed, and who not ? The firft were to be par 
ed, the laft hanged out-right. Such as 
once pardoned, were never to be hanged a 
wards, for any crime vdiatfoever p He had 
ikiil in phyiiognomy, that he would pronb 
peremptorily upon a man's face, ThatfelloiVy 
he, do nvhat he wi/Ij canmf avoid hanging ,- h 
a hanging look. By the fame art he would p 
uofticate a principality to a fcoundrel. 

He was no lefs particular in the choice of 
fludies J they were generally bent towards 
ploded chimeras $, the perpetuum mobile^ 
circular ihot, philofopher's ftone, filent j 
powder, making chains for fleas, nets for i 
and inffaruments to unravel cobwebs and 
hairs. 

Thus, I think, I have given a diftinft acc( 
of the methods he pradtifed upon Peg. 

bro 

* Reprobation. 

f Saving health ; a belief that one Hiall certainly be {t\ 

\ Elcftion. 

$ The learning of the prctbyteriaos. 
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brother would now and then aik her, * What a 
* devil doft thou fee in that pragmatical coxcomb 
' to make thee ib in love with him ? He is a fit 
' match for a taylor or a fhoe-maker's daughter, 
' but not for you, that are a gendewoman.* 
' Fancy is frije, quoth Peg : I will take my own 
' way, do you take your's. I do not care for 
' your flaundng beaus, that gang with their 

* hreafts open, and their farks over their waift- 
' coats ; that accoft me with fet fpeeches out of 

* Sidney's Arcadia, or the Academy of Com- 

* pliments. Jack is a fober, grave young man ; 

* though he has none of your ftudied harangues, 

* his meaning is (incere : He has a great regard 
' to his father's will : And he that fhews himfclf 

* a good' fon, will make a good hufband ; be- 

* fides, I know he has the original deed of con- 
' veyance to the fortunate iflands ; the othei's arc 

* counterfeits.' There is nothing fo obftinate as 
a young lady in her amours 5 the more you crofs 
her, the worfe fhc is. 



G 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

How the relations reconciVei John and his Jifter Ptg^ 
and what retwrn Peg made tfi Johu's nte^age *. 



JOHN BULL, otherwtfe a good-nttured 
man, was very hard-hearted to his fiftcr Peg, 
chiefly from aa averiioD he had conceived id his 
infismcy. While he flouriihedj kept a warm 
houie, and drove a plenciiiil trade, poor P^g m^ 
forced to go hawking and peddling about the 
Arects, ielling knives, fciflai^, and fhoe^Hicicks } 
now and then carried a baiket of fiih to the mar* 
ket i £bwed, fpun, and knit for a livelihood, tili 
her fingers-ends were ibre i and when (he could 
not get bread £or her family, ihe was forqed to 
hire, them out at journey-work to her neigh- 
bours. Yet in thefe poor circumfbmces flie fiiU 
prcferved the air and mien of a gentlewoman, a 
certain decent pride, that extorted refpeft from 
the haughtieft of her neighbours ; when flic 
came into any full aflembly, flie would not yield 
the pas to the beft of them. If one alked her, arc 
not you related to John Bull ? ' Yes, fays flie ^ 
* he has the honour to be my brother.* So Peg's 
affairs went, till all the relations cried out, fliame 
upon John for his barbarous ufage of his own 

flefl] 

* The treaty of Union between England and Scotland. 
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fleih and blood} that it was an eafy matter £br 
him to put her in . a creditable way of living, not 
only without hurt^ but with advantage to himfelf, 
being fhe was an induftrious perfon, and might 
be ferviceable to him in his way of bufinefsr. 
' Hang her, jade, quoth. John ^ I cannot endure 
^ her, as long as fhe keeps that rafcal Jackli 
* company.' They told him, the way to re- 
claim her, was to take her into his houTe, that by 
converfation the childifh humours of their young- 
er days might be worn out. Thefe arguments 
were enforced by a certain incident. It happen>- 
ed that Joha was at that time about makbg his 
tw//, said. entailing his ijlafe *, the very fame in 
which Nic. Prog is named executor. Now, his 
(ifter Peg's name being in the entail, he could not 
make a thorough fetdement without her confent* 
There was,, indeed, a malicioiis ftory went about^ 
as if John's laft wife had fallen in love with Jack> 
as he was eatmg cufl;ard on horfebackf ;. that 
ihe perfuaded John to take hia fifter into the 
houfe, the better to drive on the intrigue with 
Jacky concluding -he would follow his miftrefe 
Peg. All I can infer from this ftory, is, that 
when one has got a bad charaAer in the worId> 
G J people 

♦ Th« (ucccflTon to the crown having fccen fettled by afl of 
^aiiiament in EngUmd, npoix the HouTe of Hanover, and no fudv 
aft bsviog pailed in Scotland, then a ftparate kingdom, it was 
thought a proper time to complete the Union, which had been 
attempted, and which was recommended to the Scots by King. 
WitUaoi UK 

t A prefbytetian Lord Mayor of LondiiB^ 
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people will report and believe any thing of one, 
trae or &lfe. But to return to my ftory ; when 
Peg received John's meflage, ihe huffird and 
fiormed like the devil f: < My brother John, 

* quoth ihe, is grown wondrous kind-hearted 
^ all of a fudden ; but I mdkle doubt j whether it 
^ be not mair for their own conveniency than for 

* my good ; he draws up his writs and deeds^ 
^ forfooth, and I muft fet my hand to them, un- 

* fightj uni(een. I like the young man he has 

* fettled upon well enough, but I think I ought 

* to have a valusd)le confidefation for my con^ 

* fent. He wants my poor little farm, becaiiie 
^ it makes a nook in his park-wall : Ye may 
^ e'en tell him, he has mair than he makes a 

* good ufe of ; he gangs up and down drink- 

* ing, roaring, and quarreling, through all the 
' country markets, making fbolifh bargains in 
^ his cups, which he repents when he is ibber; 

* like- a thriftlefs wretch, fpending the goods 

* and gear that his forefathers won with the 

* fweat of their brows ; light come, light go, he 
' cares not a farthing. But why (hould I ftand 
« f^trety for his contraAs ? The little I have is 
^ free, and I can call it my awn ; hame's barney 

* let it be never fo hamely. I ken him well 

* enough, he could never abide me ; and when 

< he has his ends, hell e'en ufe me as he did be- 

< fore. I am fure I ihall be treated like a poor 

* drudge $ 

t The Scots exprefled their fears for the prelbyteriaii govtr»- 
ment, and of beio^ bnrdeved with the £n|iilh nati(Hial debts. 
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^ drudge ; I fliaU be fet to tend the bairns, deam 
' the hofe, and mend the linen. Then there's 
* no living wkh that old carlioe his mother ; {he 
' rails at Jack, and Jack's an honefter man than 
f any of her kin : I £hall be plagued with her 
' (pells and her Pater-n&fifrs^ and filly old-world 
' ceremonies ; I mun never pair my nails on a 
^ Friday, nor begin a jom'ney on Childermas- 

* day : And I mun ftand bedding and hinging, 
' as I gang out into the hall. Tell him he mty 

* e'en gang his get ; I'll have nothing to do with 

* him ; 111 ftay like the poor country moufe, in 

* my awn habitation.' So Peg talked i but for .all 
that, by the interposition of, good friends, and 
by -many a bonny thing that was fent, and m^njr 
more that were promifed Peg, the matter was 
concluded, and Peg taken into the houfe upon 
certain articles : One of which was, that fhe 
nvght have the freedom of Jack's converfation \ 
and mij^t take him better for worfe, if ihe 
pkafixl I provided ailwaysj he did not come into^ 
the houfe at unfeafonable hours, and difturb the 
reft jQjF.tlif old woman, John's mother. 



CHApJ 

* The aA of Toleration. '• 
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Offonte quarrels that happened after Peg nvas ta* 
ken into the family *. . 



IT is an old obfervation, that the quan^els of 
relations are harder to reconcile than any 
other ; injuries from friends fret and gall more, 
and« the memory of them is not fo eaiily obli- 
terated. This is cunningly reprefented by one 
of your old fages, cialled JECop, in the ftory of 
the bird, that was grieved extremely at" being 
wounded with an arrow feathered with his own 
wing J as alfo of the oak, that kt many a hea- 
vj groan, when he was cleft with a wedge of his 
own timber. 

There was no man in the world lefs fubjed to 
rancour than John Bull, confidering how often 
his good nature had been abufed ; yet I do not 
know, but he was too apt to hearken to tattling 
people, that carried tales between him and his 
fitter Peg, on purpofe to fow jealoufies, and fet 
them together by the ears. They fay that there 
were fbme hardlhips put upon Peg, which had 
been better let alone ; but it was the bufinels of 
good people to reftrain the injuries on one fide, 

and 

^ Quarrels about fomc of the articles of Union, particularly 
thepearaQ^ 



aurp.V. JOHN BULL. «i 

md moderate the refentments on the other; a 
good friend aifts bodi parts ; the one without 
the other will not do. 

The purdiafe-money of Peg's farm was ill 
fttid * I then Peg loved a little good iiqnor, and 
the fenrants fliut up the wiiie-cdiars : But fbr 
that Peg found a trick, for fhe made a falfc key f. 
Peg's fervants complained, that they were debar- 
red from all manner of bnfinefs, and never fu€* 
kxed to touch the leaft thing within the houfe % : 
Jfthtf ofiered to come into tlie warehoufe, then 
Arait went the yard ihp a?et* theit* noddle ; if 
they irentniied into tbe counting-room, a fdkm 
woold throw an iiik-bottle at their he»d ; if tliey 
came imo tbe beft .apartment, to fet any thing 
there in order, they were fahiced with a broom ; 
if they meddled with any thing in the kitohea^ 
it was odds but the cook laid them over the paie 
with a ladle ; one that would have got into the 
ftafales, was met by tworafcals, who Ml to work 
with him with' a brufti and a eurry-comb* ; fome^ 
cUmlnag up into the coach-box, were told, that 
one of their eorapanions had been there before, 
that could not drive, then flap went the long 
whip tbout their ears. 

On 

* By the 15th article of tbe tceaty of Union, it was agreed, that 
Scotland ftionld have an equivalent for feveral cuAoms and c^- 
dfi« to which (be would become liable, and this equivalent was 
not paid. 

f Run wine. 

^ By the Teft z€t, diflenters afe excluded from places and em- 
ployments. 
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On the other hand it was complained, that 
Peg's fervants were always aiking for drink- 
money ; that tliey had more than their fhare of 
the Chriftmas-box * : To fay the truth, Peg's lads 
buftled prettyi hard for that ; for when they were 
endeavouring to lock it up, they got in their great 
£As, and pulled out handfuls of half<-crOwnS| 
ihillingSy and fixpeuces. Others, in the fcramblcy 
picked up guineas and broad pieces. But there 
happened a worie thmg than all this ; it was com* 
plained that Peg's fervants had great ftomachr, 
and brought ib many of their friends and ac« 
quauitance to the table, that John's family was 
like to be eat out of houfe and home. Inftead 
of reguLiting this matter as it ought to be, Peg's 
young men were thruft away from the table) 
then there was the devil and all to do ; fpoons, 
plates, and diflies, ilew about the room like mad ; 
and Sir Roger, who was now major domo^ had 
enough to do to quiet them. Peg faid, this was 
cootraiy to agreement, whereby ihe was m all 
things to be treated like a child of the family } 
then ihe called upon thofe, that had made her 
fuch fair promifes, and undertook for her bro* 
ther John's good behaviour j but, alas I to hier 
coft ihe found, that they were the firft and rea- 
dieft to do her the injury. John at laft agreed 
to this regulation \ that Fe^s footmen f might fit 

with 

* EndeaTOured to get their flure of places. 

t Articles of Uaioo, whereby they could make a Scots Coflft- 
iDOtier, but DOt a Lord, a Peer. 
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with his book-keeper, journeymen, and appren- 
tices ; and Peg's better fort of fervants might fit 
with his footmen, if they pleafed. 

Then they began to order plumb porridge and 
minced pics for Peg's dinner : Peg told them flic 
had an averfion to tlxat fort of food ; that upon 
forcing * down a mefs of it fome years ago, it 
threw her into a fit, till (he brought it up again. 
Some alledged it was nothing but humour, that 
the fame mefs fhould be ferved up again for fup- 
per, and break&ft next morning ; others would 
have made ufe of a horn ; but the wifer fort bid 
kther alone, and {he might take to it of her 
fwn accord. 



CHAP. VI. 
The coHverfatlon between John Bull and his tvife. 

Jfw ^n/fTHHough our aflTairs, honey, are in 

A. a bad condition, I have a better 

- : spiiuon of them, fince you feemed to be convin- 

r ced of the ill courfe you have been in, and are 

i- itfolved CO iubmit to proper remedies. But when 

I confider your immenie debts, your fbolifh bar- 

j: guns, and the general diforder of your bufineis, 

XL, I have a curiofity to know what fate or chance 

bs brought you into this condition. 

7- BulL 
^ lutrodncins Epiicopaqr into Scotland, by Cliarks I. 
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jf. Bull. I wi(h you would talk of fbtne other 
fubjeft ; the thoughts of k make me nad ^ om^ 
family muft have their run. /J 

Mrs BulL But fuch a ftrange thing as tUs cwv 
'veff happened to any of your faoiily before : Tlii 
have had kv-fuits \. but though they fpeat th^ ji 
come« they never mortgaged the ftock. Sure 
muft hvrc Ibme of the Noimaib or the No^bl 
blood in you. Prithee give rae fome accoiinlJ'U 
thcTe matters.. j 

f. BuU. Whoi could help it ? There lives m 
fuch a fieUow hf bread as that old Lewis Babooai 
He!is the.iBoftehcatihgcontentio¥ts rog^e UjKll 
the face of the earth. Tou muft ktiow^ o^e da^ 
as Nic- Frog and I were over a bottle, making 
an old quarrel, the old fellow would needs 
us drink a bottle of his Champaigne, and fo^- 
after another, till my friend Nie. and I, not beti 
uied to fuch heady ftuff, got bloody drur 
LeiA all the wUlie;, either by the ilrcngth of 
brain, or flinching his glafs, kept himfclf j< 
as a jud^. ' My worthy^ frierndf ^ quoth Ae^ 

* heactteth: let us live nd^bourly. I am 
' peaceable and quiet aa a lamb^ of my oii^ 
^ per, bi|t it has been my miafortuTie xo Eve 
' mong quarrelibme neig^bcMr^. Tiicr^ h 

* one thiag; cao^ maka «■ &UrQuc» md thai: la 

* hbmUmea ofL$r4 Strwtii.t/iatB : I aai^cone 

* for peace fake, to wa:we my nglitj imdr hhnd 

* to any expedient to prevent a law-fuic : I think 

I • an 
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' * an equal divijion * will be the faireft way/ Well 
niovedf Old Leivis^ quoth Frog ; and I hope my 
friend John here nvill not be refraBory, At the 
fame time he clapped me on the back, and blab- 
bered me all over from cheek to cheek, with his 
great tongue. Do as you pleafe^ Gentlemen^ quoth 
,\\\t is all one to John Bull. We agreed to part 
. that night, and next morning to meet at the cor- 
"DOrof Lord Strutt's park-wall with our furvey- 
- ing inftruments, ^hich accordingly we did. Old 
Lewis carried a chain and a femjcircle \ Nic. pa- 
per, rulers, and a lead-pencil ; and I followed at 
feme diftance with a long pole. We began firft 
with furveying the meadow grounds, aftei'wards 
. we meafured the corn-fields, clofe Iry clofe 5 then 
wc proceeded to the wood lands, the copper and 
ija mines f . All this while Nic. laid down every 
diing exa£tly upon paper, calculated the acres 
ipd roods to a great nicety. When we had fi- 
cufhed the land, we were going to break into the 
houfe and gardens, to take an inventory of his 
plate, piftures, and other furniture. 
Mrs Bull. What faid Lord Strutt to all this ? 
J. Bull. As we had almoft finiftied our con- 
cern, we were accofled by fome of Lord Strutt's 
fcrvants : ' Hey day ! What's her6 ? what a de- 

• vil's the meaning of all thefe trangrams and 

* gimcracks, Gentlemen ? what in the name of 
Vol. VIL H * wonder 

• A treaty for prefcr\'ing the balance of power in Europe, by a 
partition of the Spanilh dominions, 
t The Weft Indies. 
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* wonder are you going about, jumping over my 
' maf^ei's hedges, and running your lines croia 

* his grounds ? If you are at any field paftimei 
' you might have afked leave ; my mafter is a cifil 

* well-bred perlbn as any is.' 

Mrs Bull. What could you anfwer to this ? 

J5» -ffw/A Why truly, my neighbour Frpg and 
I were ftill hot-headed ; we told hioi his ipa^ 
was an old doating puppy, that minded nojbifig 
of his own bufinefs ; that we were furveyiii^g ha 
cftate, and fettling it for him, fince he ifoul^ 
not do it himfelf. Upon this there happ^ped a. 
quarrel •, but we being ftron|;cr than they, &Qt 
them away witli a flea in their ear. They ^ifcnj 
home, and told their mafter * : * My lord, faii 

* they, tliere are three odd fort of fellows going 

* about your grounds, with the ftrangeft machina 

* that ever we beheld in our life : I fupppfe il^ej. 

* are going to rob your orchard, fell your tr^lj 

* or drive away your cattle ; they to\d us ftrangc. 

* things of fettling your eftate : One is a httf. 

* old fellow, in a black wig, with a black beards 

* without teeth : There's another thick fquat fel- 
^ low, in trunk-hofe : The third is a little, long- 

* nofed thin man.' (I was then lean, being joft 
come out of a fit of ficknefs). * I fuppofe it ii, 
*- fit to fend after them, left they carry fomethii^ 

* away.' 

Mrs BulL I fancy this put the old fellow ia a 

rare tweague. 

y.BulL 

• This partition of the King of Spain's doroii^ors, was made 
without his conicnt, or evca his knowledj?. 
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y. BulL Weak as he was, he called for his 
long Toledo, fwore and bounced about the room. 

* 'Sdeath ! what am I come to, to be afironted 

* fo by my tradcfmen ? 1 know the rafcals : My 
' barber, clothier, and linen-draper, difpofe of 

* my eftatc ! bring hither my blundcrbufs. Ill 

* warrant ye, you fhall fee day«light through 
' ' Aem. Scoundrels ! dogs ! the fcum of the 

* ourth ! Frog, that was my father's kitchen-boy, 

* he t>tetend to meddle with my eftate ! with my 
; • will ! Ah, poor Strutt, what art thou come to 
i * at kft ? Thou haft lived too long in the worldi 
k ^ to fee thy age and infirmity fo defpifed : How 

* will the ghofts of my noble anceftors receive 

* thcfe tidings ? They cannot, they muft notj 
? flccp quietly in their graves.* In ftiort, the 
iU gentleinatn was carried off in a fainting £t \ 
Ind, after bleeding in both arms, hardly reco^ 
^fcred. 

Mrs BulL Really this was a very extraordi- 
nary way of proceeding : 1 long to hear the reft 
ofit. 

y. BuiL After we had come back to the ta- 
Yem, and taken the other bottle of Champagne^ 
we quarrelled a little about the diviiion of the e-> 
ffaue. Lewis hauled and pulled the map on one 
CdCj dnd Frog and 1 on the other, till we had 
like to have torn the parchment in pieces. At 
laft Lewis pulled out a pair of great tailors flieers, 
and dipt a Corner for himfelf, which he faid was 
t manor that lay convenient for him, and left 
H a Frog 
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Frog and me the reft to difpofc of as we pleafcd. 
We were overjoyed to think Lewis was contentCd 
with fo little, not fmelling what was at the bot* 
torn of the plot. There happened indeed an in- 
cident that gave us fome difturbarice : A cunning 
fellow, one of my fervants, two days after, peep- 
ing through the key-hole, obfervcd, that old Lewis 
had ftole away our part of the map, and few him 
fiddling and turning the map from one corner to 
the other, trying to join the two pieces together 
again : He- was muttering fomething to himfelfi 
which we did not well hear, only theie words, i 
is great pity y it is great pity i My iervant added, 
that he believed this had fome ill meaning. I 
told him he was a coxcon^, always pi*etending' 
to be wifer than his companions: Lewis and I 
are good friends ; he is an honeft fellow, and I 
dare fay will (land to his bargain. The fequel of 
the ftory proved this fellow's fufpicion to be too 
well grounded ; for Lewis * revealed our whole 
fecret to the deceafed Lord Strutt, wha, in re- 
ward of his treachery and I'evenge to Frog and 
me, ftttled his whole eftate upon the prefent Phi- 
lip BaboOn. Tlien we underfiood what he meant 
by piercing the map. ' 

Mrs Bulh And was you furpriftd at this ? Had 
not Lord Strutt reafon to be angry ? Woidd yon 

hav& 

* Tt is fufptfAed, that the French Ring intended to take th4 
whole; and that he revealed the fecret to the court. of S^IOt 
uppa which the will was made in Cavour of his ^randfoOf 
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have been contented to have been fo ufed youi'-^. 
fclf ? 

• J. Bull. Why, tally, wife, it was not eafily re- 
conciled to the common methods •, but then i« 
was the faQiion to do fuch things. I have read 
of your golden age, your filver age, &c. one 
might juftly call this the age of lawyers, 'i here 
was haixlly a man of fubftance In all the country, 
but had a counterfeit * that pretended to his ejlate. 
As the philofophers fay, that there is a duplicate 
of every terreftrial animal at fea, fo it was in thi* 
age of the lawyers, there was at leaft two of eveiy 
thing 5 nay, on my confcience, I think there 
were three Efquire Hackums f at one time. la 
ihort, it was ufual for a parcel of fellows to meet 
and difpofe of the whole eftatcs in the country :. 
This lies convenient for me^ Tom : Thou nvouldjl do 
more good with that^ Dick^ than the old fellow that 
has it* So to law they^ went with the true own- 
ers ; the lawyei's got well by it y every body elfe 
was undone.. It was a common thing for an ho- 
nefl man, when he came home at night, to find 
another fellow domineering in his family, hedtor- 
ing his fervants, calling for fupper, and pretend- 
ing to go to bed to his wife. In every houfe you 
might obfervc two Sofia's, quarrelling who was 
mafler. For my own part, I am fiill afraid of 
the fame treatment, and that I ihould find 
fomebody behind my counter felling my broad 
dotk. 

H 3 Mrs BulL 

^ Several pretender^ at that time. f Kio^s o£ Poland^ 
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Mrs BuiU There arc a fort of fellows, i 
call banterers and batnboozlersi that play \ 
tricks ; but it feeras, thefe feUows weit in 
ncft. 

J. BuH. I begin to thiidc, xka^juJUce is ab( 
rule than conveniency ; for all fome people a 
fo flight on it. 



CHAP- VIL 

Of the hardjbifts Mrs Bull was put tOy to prtj 
the manor of Bulloclts Hatch ; with Sir Ro 
method to keep off' importunate duns *. 

AS John Bull and hi^ wife were talking t 
ther, they were furprifed with a fu< 
knocking at the door : ' Thofe wicked fcriv< 
* and lavryers, no doubt, quoth John ; and 
was : Some aiking for the money he owed, 
others warning to prepare for the approac 
term. ' Wliat a curfed life do I lead? q 

j< 

* After the didblution of the parliament, the finking 
dry endeavoured to fupport themfelvcs, by propagating a i 
that the pab'Hc credit would fofTer if the treafurer God 
was removed ; the dread of this event produced it : The i 
men began to iell their fhares in the bank : The governo 
puty -governor, and two dircAors, applied to the Queen 1 
vent the change ; the alarm became general, and all the 
funds gradually funk. Perhaps, by Bullock's Hatch, the 
meant the crown iandi; ice p. 104. and joj^. 
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John; < detx b like dddfdty fin : For God's fkke^ 

* Sir KogcVf get me rifd of the fdlo^sJ * HI 

* warrant you, quoth Sir Roger, leaTe dnem td 

* me.' And indeed it was pleafant endmgh to ob« 
fcrve Sir Koger's method witfc thefe importanate 
duns ; his fincere friendfhip for John Btill made 
him fnbmh to many things for his fcrTice^ whicb 
he woukL have fcorned to have done for bimfetf. 
Sometimes he * would fhind at the door with his^ 
long ftafl^ to keep off the dans till John g6t out 
at the back«door* When the lawyers and tradeii 
men brought extravagant biUs^ Sir Roger ufed to 
bargain before^hand , for leave tor cut oiTthe quaa^» 
ter of a yard in any pstrt of the- bill he plca&d ^ 
he wore a^ pair of fciflars in his pddket for this 
purpofe, and would fnip it off fo nicely as yoci 
cannot imagine. Like a true goldfinith, he kept 
all your holidays ; there wais not one wanting m 
his caiiE^ndar : When ready money was fcarce, he 
would fet them a* oeHing a thoufand pbunds m&ii 
pences, groats, and three-penny pieces* It would 
have done your heart good to have feen him 
cbsarge through an army of lawyers, at^m^s^ 
clerks, and tradefmen ;' fometimes with fword in 
hand, at other times nuazling like an eel in* thtf 
mud. When afellbw ftuck like a bur, that thei^a 
was no Shaking him off, he ufed to be mightily 
inqutfitive about the health of his uncleis and aunts 
m the country ; he could call thetn all by theitf 
names> for he knew every body, and could talk 

to 
* Manners of the £ai;l of Oxford. 
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to them in , their own waj. The icxtremelj irx^ 
pertroent he could fend away to fee fome ftrangc 
fight, as the dragon of Hockley in the Hole ; or 
bid him call the 30th of next February. Now 
and then you would fee him in the kitchen *> 
weighing the beef and butter v paying ready mo- 
ney, that the maids might not run a-tick at the 
market, and the butchers, by bribing them, fell 
damaged and light meat. Another time he 
would flip into the cellar, and guage the caiks.. 
In his leifure minutes, he was pofting his books,, 
and gathering in his debts. Such frugal methods 
were necefJary, where money was fa fcarce, and 
duns fo numerous. All this while, John kept his 
credit, cbuld fhew his head both at 'Change and 
Weftminftcr-hall ; no man protefted his bill, nor 
refiifed his bond ; only the fharpers and fcriven- 
tx^y the lawyers and other clerks, pelted Sir Roger 
as he went along. The fquirters were at it with 
their kennel water, for they were mad for the lofs 
of their bubble, and that they could not get him 
to mortgage the manor of Bullock's Hatch. Sic 
Roger fhpok his ears, and nuzzled along, well fa- 
tisfied' within himfelf, that he was doing a chari- 
taHe work in refcuing an honeft man from the 
claws of harpies and bloodfuckers^ Mrs Bull did 
all that an afedUonate wife, and a good houfewife, 
could do 5 yet the boundaries of virtues are iniivi- 
iible lines; it is impoffible to march up clofe to the 

frontiers 
• Some regulations as to the purveyance ia the Queen's far- 
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iontiers of frugality, without entering the terri- . 

tgrics ' of parfimony. Your good houfe wives arq 

apt to look into the minuteft things ; therefore 

tome blamed Mrs Bull JFor new heel-piecing of hci? 

flioes *, grudging a quarter a pound of foap and 

fand to fcawr the rooms ; but efpecially, that flie 

would not allow her maids and apprentices th€ 

l>enefit of John Bunyan f , the London. Appren-^ 

licesj, or the fcirea Champions in the black-letteiv 



CHAP. VHL 

A continuation of the converfation betwixt John Bui^ 
and his ivtfe^ 



Mrs BidL TT is a moftiad life we leads, my dear, 
X to be fo tcazed, paying intereft for 
old debts, ^nd flill contracting new ones. How* 
ever, I do not blame you for vindicaung your ho^ 
nouk', and chaftizing old Lewb : Ta curb the in- 
folent, proted the oppreffed, recover one's owd^ 
and defend what one has, are good e£S:<Sts of the 
law. The only thing I want to know> is, how you* 
came to make an end of your money, before yo» 
finifhcd your fult } 

J. Bull. I was told by the lesuned in the law, 
that my fuit fk>od upon, three firm pillars ; more 

monef 

• Tbc great favings in the Houfe of Commons. 

I HcftFajning the lUbcrty of tbe prds by aA ofpasliamciit.;. 
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fours: In fhort, by griping ufurcrs, devouring 
lawyers » and negligent fervants, I am brought to 
this pafs. 

Mrs Bull. This was hard ufage ! but, me- 
thinks, the leaft rcfledtion might have retrieved 
you. 

J. Bull. It is true : Yet 'confider my circum-' 
ftances ; my honour was engaged, and I did not 
know how to get out: Befides, I was for five 
years often drunk, always muddled ; they carried 
me from tavern to tavern, to ale-houfes and 
brandy-Oiops, and brought me acquainted^with 
fuch ftrange dogs ! * There goes the prettieft 

* fellow in the world *, fays one, for managing 

* a jury ; make him yours. There's another ca^ 

* pick you up witnefles : Serjeant fuch a-one has 

* a iilver tongue at the bar.' I believe, in time, I 
ftiovdd have retained every fing^e perfon within 
the inns of the court. The night after a trial, I 
treated the lawyers, their wives and daughters) 
with fiddlers, hautboys, drums^ and trumpets. 
I was always hot-headed ; then they placed me< in 
the middle, the attorneys and their clerks dancing 
about me, whooping, and hallowing, Long live 
John Bull^ the glory andfupport of the law ! . 

Mrs Bull. Really, hufband, you went through 
a very notable courfe. 

J. Bull. One of thefe things that firft alarmed 

me, was, that they fhewed a fpite f againft my 

I - poor 

• Hiring ftill more troops, 
t Railing againft the church. 
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oor old mother. * Lord, quoth I, what makes 
you fo jealous of a poor, old, innocent gentle- 
woman, that minds only her prayers, and her 
pradlice of piety : She never meddles in any of 
your concerns ? Foh, fay they, to fee a hand- 
fome, brifk, genteel, young fellow, fo much go- 
verned by a doating old woman ! why don^t you 
go and fuck the bubby ? Do you confider fhe 
keeps you out of a good jointure ? She has the 
heft of your eftate fettled upon her for a rent 
charge : Hang her, old thief, turn her out of 
doors, feize her land, and let her go to law if 
fhe (iares/ * Soft and fair, gentlemen, quoth I: 
My mother's my mother ; our family are not 
of an unnatural temper. Though I don't take 
all her advice, I won't feize her jointure 5 long 
may {he enjoy it, good woman ; 1 don't grudge 
it her, fhe allows me now and then a brace of 
hundreds for my law-fuit j that's pretty fair/ 
ibout this time the old gentlewoman fell ill of an 
dd fort of a diftemper f ; it began with a cold- 
cfs and numbnefs in her limbs, which by degrees 
ftcdted the nerves, (I think the phyficUns call 
lem) feizcd the brain, and at lafl ended in a le- 
largy. It betrayed itfelf at firft in a fort of in- 
iflference and careleflhefs in all her adions, cold- 
lefs to her beft friends, and an averfion to flir or 
;o about the common offices of life. She, that 
?as the .cleanlieft creature in the world, never 
hrunk, now, if you fet a clofe-flool under her 
Vol. Vll. I nofe. 

^ Carcleilbcfs in forms and difcipline. 
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nofe. She, that would fometimes rattle off he 
fervants pretty fharply ; now, if fhe faw then 
drink, oi- heard them talk profanely, never tool 
any notice of it. Inftead of her ufual charities ti 
defcrving perfons, fhe threw away her mone; 
upon roaring, fwearing bullies and beggars *, tha 
went about the ftreets. * What is the matter witl 

* the old gentlewoman, faid every body ? fhe ne 

* ver ufed to do in this manner.* At laft tb 
diftemper grew more violent f , and threw he 
downright into raving fits ; in which fhe fhrieke( 
out fo loud, that flie difVurbed the whole neigh 
bourhood. In her fits, fhe called upon one Sii 
William : * Oh ! Sir William f, thou hafl betray 

* ed me ! killed me ! ftabbed me ! fold me to th( 
« cuckold of Dover-flreet ! See, fee, Clum witl 

* his bloody knife ! feize him, fcize him, flof 

* him ! Behold the fiiry with her hiffing fnakcs i 

* Where's my fcm John ? Is he well, is he well i 

* poor man, I pity him ; ' and abundance 
more of fuch flrxmge fluff, that no body could 
make any thing of. I knew little of the matter; 
for when I enquired about her health, the an- 
fwer was, * that fhe was in a good moderate way.' 
Phyficians were fent for in hafle. Sir Roger, 
with great difficulty, brought Ratcliff ; Garth 

came 

• Difpofing of fomc preferments to libertine and unprincipled 
perfons. 

f The too violent clamour about the danger of the church. 

I Sir William, a cant name of Sir Humphrey's for LordTrca- 
ihrcr Godolphin. 
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came upon the- firft meflage. There were feveral 
others called in ; but, as ufual upon fuch occa- 
fions, they differed ftrangelj at the confultation. 
At laft they divided into two parties ; one fided 
with Garth, the other with Ratcliff. Dr Garth * : 

* This cafe feems to me to be plainly liyfterical 5 
' the old woman is whimfical ; it is a common 
' diing for your old woman to be fo 5 Fll pawn 

* my life, blifters, with the fteel diet, will recover 

* her.' Others fuggefted ftrong purging, and 
letting of blood, hccaufe {he was plethoric. Some 
went fo far as to lay the old woman was mad, 
and nothing would be better than a little corporal 
corredtion. Ratcliff f : * Gentlemen, you are mif- 
' taken in this cafe ; it is plainly an acute diflem* 

* per, and fhe cannot hold out three days> unleft 

* flie IS fupported with ftrong cordials.' I came 
mto the room with a good deal of concern, and 
alkcd them, what they thought of my mother ? 

* la no manner of danger, I avow to God, qu&tb 

* Gartb ; the old woman is hyfterical, fanciful, 
' Sir, I avow to Gad.' I tell you, Sir ^ fays Ratcliff y 
^ fhe cannot live three days to an end, unlefs 

* there is fome very effcftual courfe taken with 

* hei* ; flie has a malignant fever.' Then, fool, 
puppy, and blockhead, were the beft words they 
gave. I could hardly reft rain them from throw- 
ing the ink-bottles at one another's heads. I for-* 
got to tell you, that one party of the phyficians 

I 2 defired 

• Garth, the Low-church part jr. 
t Ratcliff, the High-church party. 
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defircd I would take my fifter Peg into the houfe 
to nurfe hery but the old gentlewoman would aot 
hear of that. At laft one phyfician afked, if the 
lady had ever been ufed to take laudanum ? Her 
maid anfwered, not that fhe knew ; but indeed 
there was a High-German liveryman of hers, one 
Yan Ptfchirnfooker *, that gave her a fort of 
quack - powder. The phyfician deiired to fee 

* it : Nay, fays he, there is opium in this, I am 

* fure/ . 

Mrs Bull. I hope you examined- a litdc inta 
this matter. 

J, Bull, I did indeed, and difcovered a great 
myftery of iniquity. The witnefles made oath,, 
that they had heard fome of the livery-men * 
frequently railing at their miftrefs- . * They faid,. 

* fhe was a troublefomc ^ddle-faddlc old woman, 
< and fo ceremonious, that there was no bearing 

* of her. They were fo plagued with bowing and 

* cringing as they went in and out of t^e room, 
^ that there backs ached. She ufed to fcold at 

* one for his dirty fhoes, at another for his greafy 

* hair, and not combing his head : That fhe was 

* fo pafTionate and fiery in her temper, that th6re 

* was no living with her ; fhe wanted fomething 

* to fweeten her blood : That they never had a 

* quiet night^s reft, for getting up in the morn- 

* ing to early facraments ; they wifhed they could 

* find 

* Yan Ptfchirnfooker, a bifhop at that time, a great dealer ifc 
politics and phyfic. 

f The clergy. 
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* find fome way or anothw to keep 'the old wo- 
' man quiet in her bed.' Such difcourfes were 
often overheard among the livery-men, while 
the faid Yan Ptfqhirnfooker had undertook 
tills matter. A maid made affidavit, * That llic 

* had fcen the faid Yan Ptfchirnfooker, one ot 
' the livery - men, frequently making ^p of 

* medicines, and adminiilering them to all the 

* neighbours j that fhe faw him one morning 
' make up tlie powder, which her miftrefs took ;. 
' that (he had' the curiolity to afk him, whence 

' he had the ingredients ? They come, fays he,. 
' from feveral parts of the world y dis 1 have 
' from Geneva, dat from P«.ome, this white pow- 
der from Amfterdam, and the red fiom Edin- 
burgh 5 but the chief ingredient of all comes 
from Turkey/ It was likewife proved, that the 
aid Yan Ptfchirnfooker had been frequently feea 
t the Rofe with Jack, who was known to bear 
n inveterate fpite to his miftrefs : That h^: 
rought a certain powder to his miftrefs, which 
[le examinant believes to be the fame, and fpoke 
ic following words : * Madam, here is grand 
fecret van de world, my fweetening powder, ij: 
does temperate dc humour, defpel de windc, 
and cure de vjipour, it lulleth and quietcth the 
animal fpirits, procuring reft and pleafant 
dreams : It is de infallible receipt for de fcurvy,. 
all heats in de bloodt, and breaking out upon de 
fkin : It is de true blood-ftancher, flopping all 
fluxes of de bloodt: If you do uke dis, you 
I 3 • ^ will 
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ddircd I would take my fifter Peg into the houfe 
to nurfe hery but the old gentlewoman would b(^ 
hear of that. At laft one phyfician afked, if the 
lady had ever been ufed to take laudanum ? Her 
maid anfwered, not that fhe knew ; but indeed 
there was a High- German liveryman of hers, one 
Yan Ptfchirnfooker *, that gave her a fort of 
' ' . -.«-«.i^o. .TK- -^UTx/;/s|»n '^efired to ^ 

C H A P. IX.. 

A copy of Nic. Fro^s letter to John Bull *. 

IJohn Bull reads}.. 

FRIEND JOHN, 

« "VX"rHAT fchellum is this, that makes th< 
^ W jealous of thy old friend Nicholas 

* Haft thou forgot how ibme years ago he toe 

* thee out of the fpunging-houfe \i* lit is tru 
my friend Nic. didfo, and I thank him, hut he ma. 
me pay a fwinging reckoning], • Thou beginne 

* now to repent thy bargain, that thou waft \ 
^ fond of; and, if thou durft, wouldft forfwe; 
« thy own hand and feal. Thou fayft, that the 

* haft purchafed me too great an eftate alread) 

* when, at the fame time, thou knowcft I ha^ 

* only a mortgage : It is true I have pofleffioi 

* and the tenants own me for mafter ; but h 

* A letter from the S — s G — L 
f Alluding to the Revolution. 
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* find fome way or anathw* to keep 'the old wo^ 

* man quiet in her bed.' Such difcourfes were 
often overheard among the livery-men, whtl^ 
the faid Yan Ptfqhirnfooker had undertook 
this matter. A maid made affidavit, * That llic 

* had fcen the faid Yan Ptfchirnfooker, one of 
•the livery-men, frequently making up of 
' medicines, and adm'ju^hmnq: them to. 3^1»icivj 

* laden to fpoil my ways. Certainly I have jufl: 

* caufe of offence againft thee, my friend, for 
' fuppofing it poffible that thou and I fhould e- 

* ver quarrel : What hounds foot is it that puts 

* thefe whims in thy head ? Ten thoufand laft of 

* devils haul me, if 1 d<Mi*t love thee, as I love my 

* life.* [iVb queftion^ as the devil loves holy^ivater r\ 

* Does not thy own hand and feal oblige thee to 
^ purchafe for me, till I iay it is enough ? Are 
^ not thefe words plain ? I fay it is not enough. 
^ Doft thou think thy friend Nicholas Frog made 
< a child's bargain ? Mark the words of thy cen- 

* traAy totapecunia^ with all thy money/ \^Very 
wellJ I have pur chafed with my own money ^ my 
childrerfsy and my grand'children^s money ^ is not that 
enough? Well^ tota pecunia, let it he ^ for ^ at pre^ 
fentf I have none at all; He would not have me pur- 
chafe with other peoples money fure : Since tota pe- 
cuma is the bargain, I think it is plain, no more 
money, no more purchafe^"] * And whatever the 

• world may fay, Nicholas Frog is but a poor 

* mao^ in comparifon of the rich, the opulent 

* Joha 
^ * The Dutch prohibition of trade. 
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* Jabn Bully gr«at clothiei* of the world. 

' had many lofics ; Hx, of my beft fheep 
' <lrowned, and the water has come into n 

* lar, and fpoiled a fMpe of my bed branc 
' would be a more friendly z£t in thee, tc 

* a brief about the country to repair th< 
' of thy poor friend. Is it not evident to 
f worlds that I am ftill hemmed in by Le? 

* boon ? Is he not jufl upon my bon 
[^Afjd Jo be ivill bey if I purchafe a thcufam 
more^ utUefs be get Jbmebody betwixt them,'] 

thee friend John, thou haft flatterers, thj 

fuade thee that thou art a man of buflne 

not believe them : If thou wouldft ftill lea 

a6Surs in my hands, thou fhouldft fee how 

fomely I would deal by thee. That eve 

fhouldft be dazzled with the inchanted i: 

and mountains of gold, that old Lewis pr 

thee ! 'Dfwounds ! why doft thou not 1 

the money to purchafe a place at court, 

neft Ifrael ? I tell thee, thou muft not fo 

as think of a compofition.' \_Not think of 

fo/ition ! tha^s hard indeed; I cannst help thin 

'tf iflnvould], * Thou complaineft of wa 

money i let thy wife and daughters bu 

gold-lace of their petticoats ; fell thy fat ( 

retrench but a firloin of beef and a peck-l 

a week from thy gormandizing guts.* [_Ri 

«*y f^tf> ^ dogf retrench my beef! then it i 

the rafcal has an ill defigu upon me^ he ivould ^ 

mi}. '.Mortgage thy manor of Bullocks-] 
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' or pawn thy crop for ten yeai-s.* [^ rogue ! 
pert with my country^feat, piy patrimony^ all that I 
have left in the world; I'll fee him hanged jirjl, 'I 
' Why baft thou changed thy attorney ? Can 
' any man manage thy caufe better for thee ? ^ 
[Very pleafnnt ! hecaufe a man has a good attorney^ 
\. It mujl never make an end of his law^fuit.'] , * All,. 
[ * John ! John I I wifh thou kneweft thy own 
I ' mbd \ thou art as fickle as the wind. I tell 
I ' thee, thou hadft better let this compofition a* 
! * looe, or leave it to thy 

Loving friend, 

NIC. FROGL 



CHAP. X. 

Of fome extraordinary things *, that pajfed at the 
Salutation Tavern^ in the conference between Bullp 
^^^Si ^fy^^ South J and Lewis Baboon, 

FROG had given his word, that he would 
meet the above-mentioned company at the 
Salutation, to talk of this agreement. Though he 
durft not direftly break his appointment, he made 
many a fhuffling excufe ; one time he pretended 

ta 

• The treaty of Utrecht : The difficulty to get them to meet. 
When met, the Dutch would not ipeak their fentiments, nor 
the French deliver in theif propofals. The Houfe of Auibiii 
tilked very high. 
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to be feized with the gout in his right knci 
Then he got a great cold, that ftruck him deaf 
one ear ; afterwards two of his coach-horfes f 
fick, and he durft not go by water for fear 
catching an ague. John would take no excu 
but hurried hitn away ; * Come, Nic. fays hey Ic 

* go and hear at leaft what this old fellow has 

* propofe ! I hope there's no hurt in that. Bd 

* fo, quoth Nic. but if I catch any harm, woe 

* to you 5 my wife and children will curfe you 

* long as they live.* When they were come 
the Salutation, John concluded all was fure the 
and that he fliould be troubled no more with h 
affairs ; he thought every body as plain and fi 
cere as he was. • Well, neighbom-s, quoth i 

* let's now make an end of all matters, and li 

* peaceably together for the time to come 5 if 
' very body is as well inclined as I, we fhall quic 

* ly come to the upfhot of our afiah'.' And 
pointing to Frog to fay fomething, to the grc 
furprize of all the company. Frog was feized wi 
a dead palfy in the tongue. - John began to a 
him fome plain queftions, and whooped and & 
lowed in his ear. * Bet's come to the point. Ni 

* who wouldft thou have to be Lord Strut! 

* would thou have Philip Baboon ?' Nic. fhoc 
his head, and faid nothing. • Wilt thou thi 

* have Efquire South to be Lord Strutt?' Ni 
fhook his head a fccond time. * Then who tl 
' devil wilt thou have ? fay fomething or anothei 
Nic. opened his mouthy and pointed to his tongu 

ai 
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and cried, ^ A, a, a, a ! ' which was as much 
as to fay, he could not fpeak. John Bull 3* 
' Shall I fcrve Philip Baboon with broad-cloth, 

* and accept of the compofition that he offers, 
^ with the liberty of- his parks and fiih-ponds ?* 
Then Nic. roared like a bull, * O, o, 0,0!' John 
Bull]. * If thou wilt not let me have them, wilt 

* thou take them thyfelf ?' Then Nic. grinned, 
cackled, and laughed, till he was like to kill him- 
felf, and feemed to be fo pleafed, that he fell a 
frilking and dancing about the room. John Bull]. 

* Shall I leave all this matter to thy management, 

* Nic. and go about my bufinefs ?* Then Nic. got 
up a glafs, and drank to John, fhakinghim by the 
hand, till he had like to have fliook his fhoulder 
out of joint. John Bull]. * I underftand thee, 

* Nic. but I ihall make thee fpeak before I go.* 
Then Nic. put his finger in his cheek, and made " 
it cry buck ; which was as much as to fay, I care 
not a farthing for thee. John Bull]. * I have 

* done Nic. if thou wilt not fpeak,% Til make my 
'own. terms with old Lewis here.* Then Nic. 
lolled out his tongue, and turned up his bum to 
him ; which was as much as to fay, kifs 

John perceiving that Frog would not fpeak, 
turns to old Lewis : * Since we cannot make this 

* obftinate fellow fpeak, Lewis, pray condefcend 
' a little to his humour, and fet down thy niean- 
' ing upoq paper, that he may anfwer it in ano- 
' ther fcrap. • 

* I am infinitely forry, quoth Lewis , that it hap- 

* pens fo unfortunately } for playing a little at 

* cudgels 
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* cudgels the other day, a fellow has give: 
^ fuch a rap over the nght-arm, that I am 
^ lame : I have loft the ufe of my fore-finge 

* my thumb, fo that I cannot hold my pen.' 

y. Bull. * That's all one, let me writt 

* you.' 

Lnuis. * But I have a misfortune, that I 
^ not read any body's hand but my own.* 

J. Bull, • Try what you can do with 
« left-hand/ 

Lewis. * That's impoffible ; it will make 
■* a fcrawl, that it will not be legible.* 

As they were talking of this matter, in • 
Efquire South *, all drcfled up in feathers 
ribbons, ftark ftaring mad, brandiihing his h 
as if he would have cut off their heads ; cr 

* Room, room, boys, for the grand. Efquii 

* the world ! the flower of Efquircs ! W 

* covered in my prefence ? 1*11 crufti your f 
« and crack you like lice!* With that he 
like to have ftruck John Bull's hat into the : 
but John, who was pretty ftrong-fifted, 
him fuch a fqueeze as made his eyes water, 
went on ftill in his mad pranks : * When I 

* Lord of the univerfe, the fun fhall profl 
« and adore me ! Thou, Frog, fhalt be my 

* liff;- Lewis my tailor ^ and thou^ John 1 

* flialt be my fool !* 

All this while Frog laughed in his fleeve, '( 



• The archduke was now become Emperor of Germany; 
ing uoanimoully elected upon tlie death of Joieph the Fird 



.... ^ 

< .— — -• 



ap. X. J O H N B U L L. 109 

Efquire t'other noggan of brandy, and dapr 
. him on the back, which made him ten times^ 
Idcr. 

'cor John ftood in amaze, talking thus to 
ifclf: * Well, John, thou art got into rarq 
}mpany ! One has a dumb devil, the other a 
lad devil, and the third a fpirit of infipiiiity. 
ill honeft ii>an has a fine time on't among iuch 
>gues. What art thou afking of them, after 
I ? Some mighty boon, one would think I on- 
' to fit quiedy at thy own fire-fide. 'Sdeath, 
hat have I to do with fiich fellows! Joha 
lull, after all his lofies and crofles, can live 
etter without them, than they can wlthouc . 
im. Would to God I lived a thoufand 
;agues ofi'them I but the devil's in't, John Bull 
I in, and John Bull mull get out as well as he 
an.' 

lis he was talking to himfelf, he obferved Frog 
L old Lewis edging towards one another to 
ifjjfRr *i £0 that John was forced to fit witli 
^tais^-kimbo, to keep,them afiinder. 
^/fHpjt people advlfed ohn to blood Frog un-' 
[tttie tongue, or to take away his bread and 
^r, which would certainly make him fpeak ; 
Efquire South hellebore; as for Lewis, 
ere for cmolient pultefies, others for open- 
{■hls arm vrith an incifion>knife. 

Vol. VII. K CHAP. 

• %>inc attempts of fccrct DCjociation between the Freudi 
d the Dutch. 
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CHAP. XI*. 

The apprehending^ examination^ and imprifonment (f 
Jackyforfufpicicn of poifoning* 



THE attentive reader cannot have forgot, that 
thie ftory of Yan Ptfchirnfookcr's powder 
was interrupted by a meflage from Frog. I have 
a natural compaflion for curiofity, being much 
troubled with the diftemper myfelf ; therefore, to 
gratify that uneafy itching fenfation in my reader^ 
I have procured the following accoufiit of that 
matter. 

Yan Ptfchirnfooker came off (as rogues ufually 
do upon fuch occaflons} by peaching his partner, 
and being extremely forward to bring him to the 

gallows. 

^ The rectiving the ho)/ facrament, as admini tiered by the 
clmrch of England once at lead in every year, having beea made 
a necefliiry qualification for places of truft and profit, maoy of 
the JDifTcntcrs came to the altar, merely for this purpofe. A 
hill to prevent this pratfiice had been three times brought into 
the Houfc, and rejected, nnder the title of A bill is prevent otco- 
final con for ttAty, But the Karl of Nottingham having brought 
it in a fourth time under another name, and with the addition 
of iuch claufes as were faid to enbrge the toleration, and to be 
a further iccurity to the proteftant fucccffion, the Whigs, whoic 
ciiufe the F.arl then appeared to cfpoulc, were perfuadcd to con- 
cur ; foffic, hccaufe they were indeed willing that the bill fboiild 
pafs ; and others, Lecaufe they believed the Eajl of Oxford 
would at lall procure it to l)e thrown out. The four foUowing 
chajittrs contain the hiftory of this tranla^tion. 
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gallows. Jack was accufed as the contriver of all 
the roguery *. And indeed it happened unfor- 
tunately for the poor fellow, that; he was known 
to bear a moft inveterate fpite againft the old 
gentlewoman ; and confequently, that never any 
ill accident happened to her, but he was fufpefted 
to be at the bottom of it. If fhe pricked her fin- 
ger, Jack, to be fure, laid the pin in the way 5 if 
fomc noife in the ftrect difturbed her reft, who 
' could it be but Jack in fome of his nofturnal 
rambles ? If a fervant ran away, Jack had de- 
bauched him : Every idle tittle-tattle that went a- 
bout, Jack was always fufpefted for the author of 
it : However, all was nothing to this laft aBTair, of 
the tcmperating, moderating powder. 

The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend 
him dead or alive, wherc-ever he could be found. 
The conftables looked out for him in all his ufual 
haunts 5 but to no purpofe. Where d'ye think 
they found himatlaft? even fmoaking his pipe 
very quietly at hb brother Martin's •, from whence 
he vnis carried, with a 'vaft mob at his heels, before 
the WOrQiipful Mr Juftice Overdo. Several of 
his neighbours made oath, that of late the pri- 
fdner f had been obferved to lead a veiy diffolutc 
life, renouncing even his ufual hypocrify, and 
pretences to.fobriety : That he frequented taverns 
K 2 and 

* All the misfoitunes of the church charged upon the prefbv- 
terian party. 

. t The manners of the dlHentcrs changed from their former 
(hUhitfs. 
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and eating-Kouics, and had been often gnilty o 
drunkennefs and gluttony at my Lord Mayor': 
table : That he had been feen in the company oi 
lewd women : That he had transferred his ufual 
care of the cngroffed copy of his father's will, te 
bank bills, orders for tallies, and debentures * : 
Thefe he now affirmed, with more literal truth, 
to be meat\^ drhiiy and doth ^ the phik/opher^s Jtont, 
and the univerfal medicine : That he was fo for 
fi*om (hewing his cuftomary reverence to the w//^ 
that he kept company with thofe that called his 
flither a cheating rogue, and his will a forgery : 
That he not only fat quietly, and heard his father 
railed at, but often chimed in with the difcourfcj 
and hugged the authors as his bofom friends J; 
That injlead of ajking for bloivs § at the corners of 
thejlreetsy he now boftowed them as plentifully as 
he begged them before. In fliort, that he was 
grown a mere rake ; and had nothing left in hiifl 
of old Jack, dxccpt his fpite to John Bull's mcv 
ther. 

Another witnefs made oath. That Jack had 
been over-heard bragging of a trick || he had 
found out, to manage the old formal jade^ .as he 
ufed to catt her. • Damn this numb-fcull of 

* mine, quoth he^ that I could not light on it 

* fooner. As long as I go ia this ragged tattered 

* coat, 

* Dealing much in flock-jobbing, 
f Talc of a Tub, 

\ Herdins with deifls and atheifls. 
§ Talc of 9 Tub. 

U Getting into places, and chuich -preferments, by occafion»i 
conformity. 
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' coat, I am fo well known, that I am hunted a* 
' way from the old woman's door by every bark* 
' ing cur about the houfe 5 they bid me defiance. 
' There's no doing mifchief as an open enemy; I 
' muft find fome way or other of getting within 
' doors, and then I Ihall have better opportunities 
' of playing my pranks, bcfides the benefit of 
' good keeping/ 

Two witneflis fwdf c *, that feveral years ago, 
there came to their miftrefs's door, a young fellow 
in a tattered coat, that went by the name of TK 
mothy Trim, whom they did in their confcience 
believe to be the very prifoiier, refembling him in 
(hapc, ftature, and the features of his counte- 
nance : That the faid Timothy Trim> being taken 
ioto the family, clapped their miftrefs's livery o- 
vcr his own tattered coat : That the faid Timothy 
was extremely officious about their miftrefs's per- 
fon, endeavouring by flattery and talc-bearing to 
fet her againft the reft of the fcrvants : No-body 
was fo ready to fetch any thing that was wanted, 
to reach what was dropt : That he ufed to Ihove 
and elbow his fellow-fervants, to get near his mif- 
irefs, cfpecially when money was a paying or re-^ 
(reiving ; then he was never out of the way : That 
he was extremely diligent about every body's bu- 
Bnefs, but his own: That the faid Timothy, 
while he was in the family, ufed to be j^aying 
roguilh tricks J when his miftrefs's back was 
K 3 turned^ 

• Betraying the intcrcfts of the chwcb, when got into prcfec- 

"ttiCBti, 
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turned, he would loll out his tongue, make 
moutlis and laugh at her, walking behind her like 
Harlequin, ridiculing her motions and geihires ; 
but if his mifVrefs looked about, he put on a 
grave, demure countenance, as if he had been in 
a fit of devotion : That he ufed often to trip up 
ftairs fo fmoothly, that you could not hear him 
tread, and put aU things out of order : That he 
would pinch the children and-fervants, when he 
met them in the dark, fo hard, that he left the 
print of his fore-finger ind his thumb in black 
and blue, and then ilink into a comer, as if no- 
body had done it. Out of the fame malicious de* 
fign, he ufed to lay chairs and joint-ftools in their 
way, that they might break their nofes by- falling 
over them : The more yqung and unexperienced 
he ufed to teach to talk faucily, and call names* 
During his fiay in the family, there was fa much 
plate mifiing : Being catched with a couple of fil- 
ver fpoo.ns in his pocket, with their handles 
wrenched ofi^, he faid he was only going to carry 
them to the goldfmith's to be mended : That the 
faid Timothy was hated by all. the hdneft fervants 
for his ill-conditioned, fplenetic tricks, but efpe- 
cially for his flanderous tongue v traducing them 
to their miftrefs, as drunkards, thieves, and 
whore-mafters : That the faid Timothy, by lying 
ftories, ufed to fct all the family together by the 
cars, taking delight to make them fight and quar- 
rel ; particularly one day fitting at table *, he 

fpobs 

• The original of the di(lin£tion in the names of Low-cb«r?h- 
snen and High-church-men. 
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(poke words to this eScA : ' I am of opinion^ 

* quoti he^ that little Ihort fellows, fuch as we 
' are, have better hearts, and could beat the tali^ 

* fellows : I wifh it came to a fair trial ; I believe 
' thefe long fellows, as fightly as they are, (hould 

* find their jackets well thwacked^' 

A parcel of tall fellows, who thought them*- 
lelves affronted hj the difcourfe, took up the 
juarrel, and to it they went, the tall men and the 
Qw men, which continues dill a faction in the 
amily, to the great diforder of om' miftrefs's af- 
airs : The faid Timothy carried this frolic fo far, 
hat he propofed to his miftrefs, that fhe fhould 
ntertain no iei'vant that was above four foot fe- 
en inches high v and for that purpofe had pre- 
ared a gauge, by which they were to be meafured. 
[he good old gentlewoman was not fb funple as 
go into his project ; fhe began to fmell a rat. 
This Trim, quoth he^ is an odd fort of a fellow ; 
methinks he makes a ftrange figure with that 
ragged, tattered coat, appearing under his li- 
very ; cannot he go fpruce and clean, like the 
refk of the fervants ? The fellow has a roguiih 
leer with him, which I do not like by any 
' means ; befides^ he has fuch a twang ia his 
' difcourfe, and an ungraceful way of fpeaking 
' through the nofe, that one can hardly under- 
^ ftand him ^ I wifh the fellow be not tainted 
' with fome bad difeafc.' The witnefles fkrther 
made oath, that the faid Tinfiothy lay out a- 
aights, and went abroad often at unfeafonable 

hours ; 
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boors 5 and it was credibly reported, he d 
fiaefi in aoodier family : That he preten< 
have a fqueamiih ftomachi and could not 
Ublc with the reft of the fervants^ thoug} 
was but a pretence to provide fome nice b 
himfelf; that he refufcd to dine upon fall 
only, to have an opportunity to cat a calfs 
(hk favourite dilh) in private ; that for a 
tender ftomachi when he was got by himfel 
could devoui* capons, turkeys, and firloii 
beef, like a cormorant. 

Two other witneflcs gave the following 
dence : That in his officious attendance upoi 
mifti^fi, he had tried to flip a powder into 
drink j and that he was once catched endcav 
ing to ftiflc her with a pillow asflie was ail. 
That he and Ptfchirnfooker were often in < 
cortference j and that they ufed to drink toge 
at the Rofe, where it feems he was well enp 
known by his true name of Jack. 

Thfc prifoner had httle to fay in hJs ddfen 
He endeavoured to prove himfelf a//Ary fo t 
the trial turned upon this Angle qucftion, wi 
ther the faid Timothy Trim and Jack were i 
fame pcrfon ; which was proved by fuch plj 
tokens, and particularly by a mole under the I( 
pap, that there was no withftanding the ci 
dence } thei-cforc the worfliipful Mr Juftlce cor 
mitted him^ in order to his trial. 



CHAP 
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CHAP. xn^ 

To'iv Jach^ s friends came to viftt him in prifiny and 
ivhat advice they gave him. 

r ACK hitherta had pafled in the world for a 
P poor, Cmple, ^well-meaning, half-witted, 
i-ack-bi ained fellow. People were ftrangely fur- 
rifed to find him in fueh a roguery ; that he 
aould difguife himfelf under a falfe name, hire 
imfelf out for a fervant to an old gentlewoman, 
nly for an opportunity to poifon her. They 
aid, that it was more generous to profefs open 
nmity, than, under a profound diffimulation, to 
« guilty of fuch a fcandalous breach of truft, 
nd of the facred rights of hofjntality. In fliort, 
he a^on was univcrfally condemned by his beft 
tiends : They told him, in plain terms, that this 
^s come as a judgment upon him \ for his loofc 
ife, his gluttony, drudkenhefs, and avarice, for 
aying afide his father's tuill in an old mouldy 
runk, and turning flock-jobber, news-monger, 
tnd bufy-body 5 meddling with other people's af- 
airs, (baking ofF his old ferious friends, and keep- 
ng company with buffoons and pick-pockets, his 
athcr's fworn enemies : That he had beft throA** 
^^mfclf upon the mercy of the court ; repent, and 
^ange his manners. To fay truth. Jack heard 
^cfc difcourfes with fomc compunftion j how- 
^ cvcr^ 
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ever, he rcfolved to try what his new acq 
ance would do for him : They fent Hab 
Slyboots *, who delivered him the followin 
fage, as the peremptory commands of his 
companions. 

Habakluk. Dear Jack, I am forry f< 
misfortune: Matters have not been.carri 
with due fecrecy ; however we muft mal 
bcft of a bad bargain : Thou art in the i 
jeopardy, that is certain 5 hang, draw, and 
ter, are the gentlcft things they talk of. 
ever, thy faithful friends, ever watchful f 
fccurity, bid me tell thee, that they have c 
fallible expedient left to fave thy life : Thoi 
know, we have got into fome underftandin 
the enemy, by the means of Don Diego ; 
fures us there is no mercy for thee, and thai 
is only one way left to efcape ; it Is i 
fomewhat put of the common road ; ho' 
be aflUred it is the refult of moft mature de 
tion. 

Jack Prithee tell me quickly, for my 
is funk down into the very bottom of my b 

Hak It is , the unanimous opinion of 
friends, that you tnake as if you hanged your 
They ^11 give it out that you are quite dea« 
convey your body out of prifon in a bier 

* Habakkuk Slyboots, a certain great man who p< 
the diflenters to conient to the bill againft $ccaft9nal coi 
M being for thoir intereik. 

« f Consent to the bill agunfl occajional conformity. 
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John Bull, being buficd with his law»fuit, will not 
enquire further into the matter. 

Jack. How d'ye mean ? make as if 1 hanged 
myfelf? 

Hab. Nay, you muft really hang yourfclf up, 
in a true genuine rope, that there may appear no 
trick in it, and leave the reft to your friends. 

Jack. Truly this is a matter of fome concern ; 
and my friends, I hope, won't take it ill, if I cn» 
quire a little into the means by which they intend 
to deliver me ; a rope aixd a noofe are no jefting 
matters ! 

Hob. Why fo miftruftful ? haft thou ever 
found us falfe to thee ? I tell thee, there is one 
ready to cut thee down. 

Jach. May I prefume to afk who it is, that is 
entnifted with fo important an office ? 

Hah. Is there no end of thy who's and thy 
why's ? Thafs afecreU 

Jack. A fecret, perhaps, that I may be fafely 
trufted with, for I am not like to tell it again. I 
tell you plainly, it is no ftrange thing for a man, 
before he hangs himfelf up, to enquire who is to 
cut him down. 

HiJf, Thou fufpicious creature ! if thou muft 
needs know it, I tell thee it is Sir Roger * : He 
has been In tears ever iince thy misfortune. Don 
Diego and we have laid it fo, that he is to be in 

the 

• It was given out, that the Eatl of Oxford would oppofc the 
•ccafional bill, and £6 lofc his credit with the Tories; and the 
Dilleotcrs did believe he would not fuffer it to pafs. 
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the next room ; and before the rope is to be about 
thy neck) red fatisfied, he will break in and cut 
thee down : Fear not, old boj ; we'U do it, fll 
warrant thee. 

Jacl. So I mnft hang myfclf up, upon hq)cs 
that Sir Roger will cut me down, and all thb up- 
on the credit of Don Diego : A fine ftratagem 
indeed to fave my life, that depends upon hang- 
ing \ Don Diego, and Sir Roger ! 

Hah. I tell thee there is a myftery in all this, 
my friend, a piece of profound policy ; if thou 
kneweft what good this will do to die common 
taufey thy heart would leap for joy : I am furc 
thou wouldft not delay the experiment one mo- 
ment. 

Jack. This is to be the tune of all for the bet* 
ter. What's your caufe to me, when I am 
hanged ? 

Hab. Refraftory mortal ! If thou wilt not 
truft thy friends, take what follows : Know affur- 
edly, before next full moon, that thou wilt be 
hung up in chains, or thy quarters perching upon 
the moft confpicuous places of the kingdom. 
Nay, I don't believe they will be contented with 
hanging : They talk of impaling, or breaking on 
the wheel ; and thou chufcft that, before a gentle 
fufpending of thyfelf for one minute. Hanging 
is not fo painful a thing as thou imagineil. I 
have fpoke with feveral, that have undergone it ; 
they all agree it is no manner of uneafinefs : Be 
fure thou take good notice of the fymptoms, the 
I relation 
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relation will be curious. It is but a kick or two 
Brith thy heels, and a wry mouth or fo : Sir Ro- 
ger will be with thee in the twinkling of an eye. 

Jack. But what if Sir Roger (hould not 
:ome ; will my friends be there to fuccour me ? 

Hab, Doubt it not ; 1 will provide every 
thing againft to-morrow morning j do thou keep 
thy own fecret ; fay nothing : I tell thee, it is 
abfolutcly neceflary for the common good^ that 
thou fliouldft go through this operation. 



CHAP. Xlll. 

Vtnu Jack hanged himfelfup by the perfuafton of his 
friends^ who broke their words ^ and left his neck 
in the noofe. 



JACK was a profefled enemy to implicit faith, 
and yet I dare fay it was never more ftrongly 
exerted, nor more bafely abufed, than upon this 
occafion. He was now with his old friends, in 
the ftate of a poor diibanded officer after a peace, 
or rather a wounded foldier after a battle ; like 
an old favourite of a cunning minifter after the 
job is over •, or a decayed beauty to a cloyed 
lover in queft of new game j or like a hundred 
fuch things, that one fees every day. There 
were new intrigues, new views, new projefts on 
foot; Jack's life was the purchafc of Diego's 
Vol. Vir. L friendfliip. 
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friendliiip *, much good may it do them. Th 
jntcrert of Hocus and Sir AVilliam Crawley, whici 
wiis now more at heart, mads this operation upo 
poo i' jack abfohitely neceffary. You mayeafil 
guds, that his refl that night was but fmall, an 
much difturbed ; however, the remaining part o 
his time he did not employ (as his cuftom wa 
formerly) in prayer, meditation, or finging 
double verfe of a pfalm ; but amufed himfelf wit! 
difpofmg of his bank-ftock. Many a doubt, ma 
ny a qualm, ovcrfpread his clouded imagination 

* Mud I then, quoth he^ hang up my own per 

* fonal, natural, individual felf, with thcfe twi 

* hands ? Durtis fenm ! AVbat if 1 fhould be cu 

* down, as my friends tell me ? There is fome 

* thing infamous in the very attempt ; the worl( 

* will conclude I had a guilty confciencc. Is I 

* poffible that good man, Sir Roger, can have f( 

* much pity upon an unfortunate fcoundrel, tha 

* has perfccuted him fo many years ? No, it can 

* not be 5 I don't love favours that pafs througl 

* Don Diego's hands. On the other fide, m] 

* blood chills about my heart at the thought o 

* thefe rogues, with their bloody hands grab 

* bling in my guts, and pulling out my very en 

* trails : Hang it, for once I'll truft my friends. 
So Jack refolved ; but he had done more wifel] 
to have put himfelf upon the trial of his country 

anc 

* The Harl of Nottingham ma(3c the conairrcncc of th 
gs, to bring in and car 
hU engaging in their caufc. 



Chap. Xm. JOHN BULL. 123 

and made his defence in form : Many things 
happen between the cup and the hp ; witneflls 
might have been bribed, juries managed, or pro- 
fecution ftopped. But fo it was. Jack for this 
time had a fufficicnt ftock of imphcit faith, which 
led Iilm to his ruin, as the fequel of the (lory 
ihews. 

And now the fatal day was come, in which he 
was to try this hanging experiment, llis^ friends 
did not fail him at the appointed hour, to fee it 
put in pradlice. Habakkuk brought him a 
finooth, ftrong, tough rope, made of many a 
ply of wholefome Scandinavian hemp, compa^Hi^y 
twifted together, with a noofe that flipt as glib 
as a bird-catcher's gin. Jack ilirunk and grew 
pale at firft fight of it j he handled it, he mea- 
fured it, ftretched it, fixed it againft the iron- 
bar of the window, to try its ftrength ; but no 
familiarity could reconcile him to it. He found 
fault with the length, the thicknefs, and the 
twift ; nay, the very colour did not pleafe him. 

* Will nothing lefs than hanging ferve, quoth 

* Jack P Won't my, enemies take bail for my 

* good behaviour i Will they accept of a fine, 

* or be fatisfied with , the pillory and imprifon- 

* ment, a good round whipping, or burning in 

* the cheek V 

Hab, Nothing but your blood will appeafe 

their rage ; make hafte, clfe we fliall be difco- 

vered. There's nothing like furprifing the rogues : 

How they will be difappolnted^ when they hear 

L z that 
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that thou haft prevented their revenge 
hanged tliine own felf ! 

Jack. That's true ; but what if I fhouL 
in efiigies ? Is there never an old Pope o 
tender to hang up in my ftead ? We are 
unlike, but it may pafs. 

Hub. That can never be put upon Sir R( 

Jack. Arc you fure he is in the next i 
Have you provided a very fharp knife, i 
of the worft? 

Hab. Doft take me for a common lis 
fatisficd, no damage can happen to your p 
your friends will take care of that. 

Jach Mayn*t I quilt my rope ? It ga 
neck ftrangely : Befides, I dont like this r 
knot, it holds too tight, I may be ftifled a 
fudden. 

Hab, Thou haft fo many if^s and atid*, 
thee difpatch 5 it might have been over 
this time. 

Jack, But now I think on*t, I would f 
tie fomc affairs, for fear of the worft : '. 
litde patience. 

Hab. There's no having patience, th 
fuch a faintling, filly creature. 

Jack. O thou moft deteftable, abomina] 
Jive obedience! Did I ever imagine, I fho 
come thy votai7 in fo pregnant an inf 
How will my brother Martin laugh at thi 
to fee himfelf outdone in his own callin 
has taken the doftrinej^ and left me the pi 
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fooncr had he uttered thefc words, but,. 

man of true courage, he tied the fatiU cord 
J beam, fitted the noofe, and mounted up- 
e bottom of a tub, the infide of which he 
ften graced in his profperous days. This 
ool Habakkuk kicked away, and left poor 

fwinging, like the pendulum of Paul's 
The fatal noofe performed its ofiice, and 
iioft ftri^t ligature fqueezed the blood into 
ce, till it aflumed a purple dye. While the 
man heaved from the very bottom of his 
for breath, Habakkuk walked with great 
ration into both the upper and lower room 
quaint his friends, who received the news 
great temper, and with jeers and feoffs in- 
of pity. * Jack has hanged hi mfelf, quotb 
I Let us go and fee how the poor rogue 
igs.' Then they called Sir Roger. * Sir 
jer, quot/j Habakkuk^ Jack has hanged him— 
> make hafte and cut him down.' Sir Roger 
d firft one ear, and then the other, not 
'{landing what he faid. 
b. I tell you, Jack has hanged himfelf up. 

Roger. Who's hanged ?. 
\b. Jack. 

Roger. I thought this had not been hang- 
ay- . 

\b. But the poor fellow has hanged himfelf. 
• Roger. Then let him hang. 1 don't won-- 
it if, the fellow has been mad thefe twenty 
. With this he llunk away. 

L 3. Them 
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Tlien Jack's friends began to hunch and pufli 
one another, * Why don't you go and cut the 

* poor fellow down ? Why don't you ? And why 

* don't, you ? Not I, quoth one ; Not I, quoth ano- 

* ther ; Not I, quoth a third i he may hang till 

* doomfday before I relieve him.' Nay, it is 
credibly reported, that they were fo far from fuc- 
couring their poor friend in this his difmal cir- 
cumftance, that Pitfchirnfooker and feveral of 
his companions went in and pulled him by the 
the legs, and thumped him on the breaft. Then 
they began to rail at him for the veryj thing 
which they had advifed and juftified before, v/z. 
his getting into the old gentlewoman's family, 
and putting on her livery. The keeper, who 
performed the laft office, coming up, found Jack 
fwinging with no life in him -, he {took down the 
body gently, and laid it on a bulk, and brought 
out the rope to the company. • This, gentle- 

* men, is the rope that hanged Jack 5 what muft 

* be done with it ?' Upon which they ordered 
it tQ be laid among the curiofities of Greflbam- 
College *, and it is called Jach^s rope to this very 
day. However, Jack after all had fome fmall 
tokens of life* in him, but lies at this time paft 
hope of a total recovery, with his head hanging 
on one flioulder, without fpeech or motion. 
The coroner's inqueft, fuppoling him to be dead, 
brought him in non compos, 

CHAP. 

* Since removed with the Royal Society into Crane-court in 
Plcct-ftrcct. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

mference hetiveen Don Diego and John Bull. 

JRING the time of the foregoing tranfac- 
tions, Don Diego was entertaining John 

Diego, I hope, Sir, this , day's proceeding 
)nvince you of the fincerity of your old 
Diego, and the treachery of Sir Roger. 
?w//. What's the matter now ? 
Diego. You have been endeavouring, for 
years, to have juftice done' upon that 
Jack 5 but what through the remiflhefs of 
)les, juftices, and packed juries, he has 
found the means to efcapc. 
W/. What then ? 

Diego. Confider then, who is your beft- 
; he that would have brought him to con- 
anifhment, or he that has favcd him. By 
•fuafion Jack had hanged himfelf, if Sir 
had not cut him down. 
Bull. Who told you that Sir Roger has 
3? 

Diego, You feem to receive nie coldly ; 
ks my fervices deferve a better return. 
?////. Since you value yourfelf upon hang- 
s poor fcoundrel, I tell you; when I have 
)re hanging work, I'll fend for thee : I 
)aie better employment for Sir Roger : In 

the 
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the mean time, I deCre the poor fellow may be 
looked after. When he firft came out of the 
north country into my family, under the pre- 
tended name of Timothy Trim, the fellow feem- 
cd to mind his loom and his fpinning-wheel, 'till 
fomebody turned his head ; then he grew fo 
pragmatical, that he took upoa him the govern- 
ment of my whole family : I could never order 
any thing within or without doors, but he muft 
be always giving hb counfel, forfooth : Never- 
thelefs, tell him, I will forgive what is paft ; and 
if he would mind his bufinefs for the future, and 
not meddle out of his own fphere, he will find 
that John Bull b not of a cruel difpofition. 

Z). Diego. Yet all your fkilful phyficians fay, 
that nothing can recover your mother, but a 
piece of Jack's liver boiled in her foup. 

y. BulL Thofe are quacks: My mother ab- 
hors fuch cannibals food : She is in perfef) 
health at prefent; I would have given many a 
good pound to have had her fo well fome tim( 
ago. There are indeed two or three trouble- 
fome old nurfes *, that, becaufe they believe! 
am tender hearted, will never let me have a quie 
night's reft with knocking me up : * Oh, Sir 
*' your mother is taken exu-emely ill ! Ihe is faller 

* into a fainting fit ! fhe has a great emptinefi 

* wants fuftenance !' This is only to recommenc 
themfelves for their great care : John Bull, ai 
fimple as he is, . underftands a little of a pulfe. 

C H A E. 

^ ^ New clamours about the danger of the church. 

( " ■ . 
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CHAP. XV. 

The fequel of the mect'wg at the Salutation *, 



WHERE I think I left John Bull, fitting 
between Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, 
i^itli his arms a-kitnbo, in great concern to 
:eep Lewis and Nic. afunder. As watchful as he 
''as, Nic. found the means now and then to fteal 
whifper, and, by a cleanly conveyance under 
le table, to flip a {hort note into Lewis's hand ; 
hich Lewis as Ally put into John's pocket, with 
pinch or a jog, to warn him what he was a- 
out. John had the curiofity to retire into a 
3rner to perufe thefe billet doux f of Nic.'s ; 
herein he found, that Nic. had ufed great free- 
oms both with his intereft and reputation. One 
ontaincd thefe words : * Dear Lewis, thou feeflr 
clearly, that this blockhead can never bring 
his matters to bear : Let thee and me talk to- 
night by ourfelves at the Rofe, and Til give 
thee fatisfaAion.' Another was thus exprefled 5 
Friend Lewis, has thy fenfe quite forfaken 
thee, to make Bull fuch offers ? Hold faft, 
part with nothing, and 1 will give thee a better 
bargain, I'll warrant thee.' 

la 

• At the congre/s of Utrecht. 

f Some offers of the Dutcli at tliat time, in order to get tho 
cgotiatioo into their hands. 
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* cameft thou to bear all this, John ? The reafon 
« is plain ; thou conferred the benefits, and he 

* receives them ; the firft produces love, and 

* the laft ingratitude* Ah ! Nic. Nic. thou art 

* a damned dog, that's certain : Thou knoweft 
« too well, that 1 will take care of thee ; clfe 

* thou wouldft not ufe me thus. I won't give 

* thee up, it is true ; but as true as it is, thou 

* (halt, not fell me, according to thy laudable 

* cuftom.' While John was deep in this folilo- 
quy, Nic. broke out into the following protefl- 
ation. 

GENTLEMEN, 

* I believe, every body^hcre at prefent will 
.« allow me to be a very juft and difinterefted per* 
^ fon. My friend John Bull here is very angry 

* with me, forfooth, becaufel won't agree to 

* his foolifh bargains. Now, I declare to all 
^ mankind, I Ihould be ready to facrifice my 

* own concerns to his quiet ; but the care of his 

* interefts, and that of the honcft trade/men * 

* that are embarked with us, keeps mc from 
« entering into this compofition. What fhall 

* become of thofe poor creatures ? The thought 

* of theu' impending ruin difturbs my night's 
« reft, therefore I defire they may fpeak for 
^ themfclves. If they are willing to give up this 
^ aflfair, I fhan't make two words of it.* 

I Jolitt 

• The Allies. 
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John Bull begged him to lay afide that immo- ^ 
derate concern for him ; and withal put him in 
mind, that the intereft of thofe tradefmen had 
not fate quite fo heavy upon him fome years ago 
on a like occafion. Nic. anfwered little ^ to that, 
but immediately pulled out a boatfwain's whittle. 
Upon the firft whiff, the tradefmen came jump- 
ing into the roqm, and began to furround Lewis, 
like fo many yelping curs about a great boar ; 
or, to ufe a modefler iimile, like duns at a great 
Lord's levee, the morning he goes into the coun- 
try. One pulled him by his fleevc, another 
by the fkirt, and a third hollowed in his ear : 
They began to alk him for all that had been 
taken from their forefathers by ftealth, fraud, 
force, or lawful purchafe : Some alked for ma- 
nors, others for acres, that lay convenient for 
them ; that he would pull down his fences, level 
his ditches : All agreed in one common demand, 
that he fhould be purged, fweated, vomited, and 
ftarved, till he came to a fizeable bulk, like that 
of his neigh'bours : One niodeffly alked him 
leave to call him brother ; Nic. Frog^ demanded 
two things, to be his porter and his fiflimonger, 
to keep the keys of his gates, and furnifh the 
kitchen. John's fifter Peg only delired, that he 
would let his fervants ling pfalms a Sundays. 
Some defcended even to the afking of old cloaths, 
fhoej, and boots, broken bottles, tobacco-pipes, 
and ends of candles. . . 

^•Monfieur Bull, quoth Lewis ^ you feem to be 
• a toan of f^wnc breeding ; for God's fake ufe 
Vol. VIL M * your 
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* your intercft with thefe ipeflieur^, that they 

* would fpeak but one at once ; for if one had a 

* hundred pair of hands^ and as many tongues, 

* he cannot fatisfy them all at this rate/ John 
begged they might proceed with fome method ; 
then they (lopped all of a fudden, and would not 
lay a word, * If this be your play, quoth John^ 
^ that we may not be like a quaker's dumb meet- 

* ing, kt us begin fome diverfion : What d*yc 

* think of rouly-pouly, or a country dance? 
^ What if we fhould have a match at foot-ball ? 
< I am fure wc fhall never end matters at this 



CHAP. XVI. 

HoHX) John Bull and Nic. Frog fettledltheir accon^ts, 

John 5«//. TOURING this general ceflation of 
JL^ talk, what if you and I, Nic. 
fhould enquire how money-matters ftand betwe^ 
us ? 

Nic^ Frog* With all my heart, I love exafl; 
dealing ; and let Hocus audit ; he knows hov 
the money was difburfed* 

y. BulL I am not much for that at prelent; 
we'll fettle it between ourfelves : Fair and fquare, 
Nic. keeps friends together. There have been laid 
out in this law-fuit, at one time, 36000 pounds 

and 
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and 40000 crowns : In fome cafes I, in others jon$ 
bear the greateft proportion. 

Nir. Right : I pay three fifths of the greateft 
number, and you pay two thirds of the Icfler 
number : I think this is fair and fquare, as yoii 
call it. 

y. Bull. Well, go on. 

Nic. Two thirds of 36000 pounds are 2400^ 
pounds for your fbare, and there remains 1 2000 
for mine. Again, of the 40000 crowns I pay 
24000, which is two fifths ; 24000 crowns make 
6000 pounds; and 16000 crown* make 4000 
pounds ; 1 2000 and 6000 make 1 8000 ; and 
24000 and 4000 make 28000. So there are 
18000 pounds to my fhare of the expcncetfy 
and 28000 to yours. 

After Nic. had bamboozfed John a while 
about the 18000 and 28000, John called for 
counters ; but what with flight of hand, and tak- 
ing from his own Icore, and adding to John's?, 
Nic. brought the balance always on his own fide* 

J. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic. though I am 
not quite fo nimble in the fingers, lunderfiand 
cyphering as well as you. I will produce you my 
accompts one by one, fairly writ out of my own 
books : And here I begin with the firft. You 
muft excufe me, if I don't pronounce the law 
terms right. 

\_John reads.2 
For the expences ordinary^ of the fuits, fees, to 

judges, puny judges,, lawyers, innumerable 

•fall forts. 

Ma Of 
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Of extraordinariesy as follows, per accompt : 

To Efquire South's accompt, for pojl Urminum 
To ditto^ for non ejl faElums - - - 

To ditto i for noli prof equips ^ dif continuance ^ and rC' 

traxit • - . 

For writs of error - - . 

Suits of conditions unperformed 
To Hocus, for dedimus poteflatetn 
To ditto^ for a capias ad computandum 
To Frog's new tenants, per acconipt to Hocus^ 

for audita que relays - 

On ' the faid accompt, for writs of ejeBment and 

diflringas - - - - 

To Efquire South 's quota, for a return of a non 

efl invent and nulla hahet bona 
To — '- — , for a pardon in for ma pauperis 
To Jack, for a melius inquirendum^ upon 2,felo deft 
To coach-hu'c - - 

For treats to juries and witnefles 

John having read over his articles, with the 
refpeftive fums, brought in Frog debtor to hiff 
upon the balance - - 3382 12 oc 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his bill out of his poc- 
ket, and began to read ; 

Nicholas Frog's accompt. 
Remains to be dedufted out of the former ac 

compt : 
Paid by Nic. Frog, for his fhare of the ordinar 
expenses of the fuit . ^ . - 

Tc 
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To Hocusj for entries of a rege inconfulto 

To John Buirs nephew, for a venire facias^ the 

money not yet all laid out 
To coach-hire for my wife and family, and the 

carriage of my goods during the time of this 

law-fuit - - - - 

For the extraordinary expences of feeding my 

family during this law4uit 
To Major Ab. - * -, 

To Major WilL - - - 

And fumming all up, found due upon the ba^ 
lance by John Bull to Nic. Frog, 09 04. 06 

J. Bull. As for your venire facias^ I have 
paid you for one already 5 in the other I believe- 
you will- be nonfuited, I'll take care of my ne- 
phew my felt YoMV coach-hire^ and family char- 
ges,, are moft unreafonable deductions ; at that 
rate, I can. bring in any man< in the world my 
debtor. But who the devil are thofe two Majors^. 
that confume all my money ? I find they always^ 
run away with the balance in all accompts. 

Nic. Frog. Two very honeft gentlemen, I af- 
fiire you, that have-done me fome fcrvice. To 
tell you plainly, Major Ab. denotes the greater 
ability y and Major Will, thy grc2itcr willifigne/s to 
carry on this law-fuit. It was but reafonable 
that thou, fhouldft pay both for thy power and 
thy pojitivenefs. 

J. Bull. I believe, I fhaH'have thofe two ho-r- 
neft Majors difcount on my fide in a little time. 

M 3, Nic.^ 
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Nic. Frog^ Why all this higgling with thy 
friend about fuch a paltry fum ? Docs this be- 
come the generofity of the noble and rich John 
Bull ? I wonder thou art not afliamcd. O Ho- 
cus I Hocus ! where art thou ? It ufed to go 
another-guife manner in thy time. When a 
poor man has almoft undone himfclf for thy 
fake, thou art for fleecing him, and fleecing 
him 5 is that thy confciencc, John ? 

J: BulL Very pleafant indeed ! It is well 
known thou retained thy lawyers by the year, 
fo a frefh law-fuit adds but little to thy expences i 
they are thy cuftomers * ; I hardly ever fell their 
a farthing's worth of any thing : Nay, thou haf 
fet up an eating-houfe, where the whole tribe o 
tlicm fpend all they can rap or run. If it wen 
well reckoned, I believe thou getteft more of m] 
money, than thou fpendeft of thy own ; how 
ever, if thou wilt needs plead poverty, own a 
leafl:, that thy accompts are falfe. 

Nic, Frog, No marry won't I : I refer my 
felf to thefe honeft gentlemen ; let them judg< 
between us. Let Efquire South fpeak his mbd 
whether my accompts are not right, and whe- 
ther we ought not to go on with pur law-fuit. 

J, Bull. Confult the butchers about keepb^ 
of Lent. Doft think, that John Bull will bt 
tried by piepowders f ? I tell you once for all. 

John 

*■ The money fpent in Holland and Flanders, 
f Court of Piepowders (curia pedis pulverizati) is a court o 
record incident to every affair ; whereof the fteward is jodgc 

anc 
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John Bull knows where his fhoe pinches : None 
of your Efquires (hall give him the law, as long 
as he wears this trufty weapon by his fide, or 
has an inch of broad cloth in his fhop. 

Nic. Frogi Why, there it is ; you will be both 
judge and party 5 I ato forry thou difcovereft fo 
much of thy head-ftrong humour before thefe 
ftrange gentlemen : I have often told thee it would 
prove thy ruin fome time or other : Let it never 
be faid, that the famous John Bull has departed 
in defpite of court. 

J. Bull. And will it not refleft as much on 
thy character, Nic. to turn barrcter in thy old 
days ; a ftirrer up of quaiTcls amongft thy neigh- 
bours ? I tell thee, Nic. fome time or other thou 
wilt repent this. 

But John faw clearly, he fhould have nothing 
but wrangling, and that he fliould have as little 
fuccefs in fettling his accompt^, as ending the 
compofition* * Since they will needs overload 

* my fhoulders, quoth Johriy I fhall throw down 
' the burden with a fquafh amongft them, take 

* it up who dares ; a man has a fine time of it 
' amongft a combination of iharpers, that vouch 

* for one another^s honcfty. John, look to 

* thyfclf ; old Lewis makes reafonable offers ; 

* when thou haft fpent the fmall pittance that is 

left, 

and the- tHal is by merchants and traders in the fair. It is fo 
called, becaufe it is mod ufual in the fummer, and bccauic of 
the expedition in hearing caufcs ; for the matter is to be done, 
complained of, heard, and determined, the fame day, that is, 
before the dud goes ofTthe feet of the plaintiiTs and defendants. 
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< leftj thou wilt make a glorious figure, when 

• thou art brought to live upon Nic. Frog and 

• Efijuire South's gencrofity and gratitude: K 

• they ufe thee thus, whea they want thcc, 
' what will they do when thou wanteft them ? 
> I iky again, John, look to thyfelf.' 

John wifely ftifled his refentments, and told 
the company, that in a little time he fhould give 
them law, or fomething better. 

jilL Law ! law ! Sir^ by all means *. What 
is twenty-two poor years towards the finiihing 
a law-fuit ? For the love of God, more law. Sir ! 

y. Btill. Prepare your demands ; how manj 
years more of law do you want, that I may order 
my afiairs accordingly ?. In the mean, while,, bxt^ 
wcU.. 



c H A P. xvn. 

How John Bull found all his family in an uproar 
at home *. 

NIC. Frog, who thought of nothing but 
carrying John to- the market, and there . 
difpofing of him as his own proper goods, was 
mad to find that John thought himfelf now of 
age to look after his own aftairs. He refolved 

to* 

♦ Clamours for continuing the war. 

t CUmours about the dan^r of the fucceHioiiy 
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to traverie this new pix>je£t, and to make him 
uneafy in his own family. He had corrupted or 
deluded moft of his fervants into the moft extra- 
vagant conceits in the world 5 that their matter 
was run mad, and wore a dagger in one pocket, 
and poifon in the other; that he had fold his 
wife and children to Lewis, difinherited his heir, 
and was going to fettle his eftatc upon a parijh^ 
hoy ; that if they did not look after their matter, 
he would do fome very mifchievous thing. 
When John came home, he found a more fui^ 
prizipg fcene than any he had yet met with, and 
that you will fay was fomewhat extraordinary. 

He called his cook-maid Betty to befpeak h^s 
dinner : Betty told him, * That fhc begged his pai^ 

* don, {he could not drefs dinner, till (he knew 

* what he intended to do with his will.' ' Why 

* Betty, quoth Johriy thou art not run mad, art 

* thou ? My will at preient is to have dinner.* 

* That may be, quoth Betty ; but my confciencc 

* won't allow me to drefs, till I know whether 

* you intend to do righteous things by your 

* heir.' ^ I am forry for that, Betty, quoth Johtiy 

* I mutt find fonie body elfe then.' Then 
he called John the barber. ^ Before I begin, 

* quoth Johfjj I hope your honour won't be 

* offended, if I alk you whether you intend to 

* alter your will ? If you won't give me a pofi- 

* tive anfwer, your beard may grow down to 

* your middle, for me.' * 'Igad, fo it'fhall, 

* quoth Bull^ for I will nev^rrtruft my throat in 

" * fuch 
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* fuch a mad fellow's hands.* Where's I 
the butler ? « Look ye, quoth Dick^ I am ' 

* willing to ferve you in. my calling, d*ye 

* but there are ftrange reports, and plain-c 

* ing IS bcft, d'ye fee j I muft be fatisfied if 

* intend to leave all to your nephew, and if 

* Frog is ftill your executor, d'ye fee ; if 

* will not fatisfy me to thcfe points, you 

* drink with the ducks.' * And fo I will, ^ 

* John^ rather than keep a butler that love? 

* heir better than myfelf.' Hob the fhoe-ma 
and Pricket the taylor, told him, * They w 

* moft willingly ferve him in their feveral ftati 

* if he would promife them never to talk 

* Lewis Baboon, and let Nicholas Frog li 

* draper manage his concerns ; that they c 

* neither make fhoes nor cloaths to any, 

* were not in good correfjpondence with i 

* worthy friend Nicholas.' 

J. Bull. Call Andrew my journey-man. ] 
goes affairs, Andrew ? I hope the devil has 
taken pofieffion of thy body too. 

Andrew, No, Sir ; I only defire to know y 
you would do if you were de^ad ? 

y. Bull. Juft as other dead folks do. And 
T his is amazing ! [2. 

Andrew. I mean, if your nephew fhall inl 
your eftate ? 

J. Bull. Tliat depends upon himfelf. I 
do nothing to hinder him. 

Andrew. But will you make it fure ? 
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J. BulL Thou meaneft, that I fliould put him 
pofleifion ; for I can make it no furer without 
ly he has all the law can give him. 
4ndrenv, Indeed poflTeflion, as you fay, would 
ke it much furer \ they fay, it is eleven points 
the law. 

foHN began now to think that they were all 
hanted; he enquired about the age of the 
on ; if Nic. had not given them fome intoxi- 
ing potiofjf or if old mother Jenifa was ftill 
'e ? * No, o'my faith, guotb Harry, I believe 
here is no potion in the cafe, but a litde aurum 
otabile. Tou will have more of this by and 
y.* He had fcarce fpoke the word, when an- 
ler £nend of John's accofted him after the 
lowing manner : 

^ Since thofe worthy perfons, who are as 
nuch concerned for your fafety as I am, have 
employed me as thjcir orator, 1 defire to know 
irhether you will have it by way of fyllogifm^ 
nthymemy dilemma^ ovforites* 
John now began to be diverted with their 
travagance. 

J. BulL Let's have forites by all means ; 
>ugh they are all new to me. 
Friend. It is evident to all who are verfed in 
lory, that there were two fjers that played 
: whore two thdufand years ago : Therefore 
plainly follows, that it is not lawful for John 
lU to have any manner of intercourfe \nlh Lewis 
ibooo 2 If it is not lawful for John Bull to 

have 
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have any manner of intercourfe, (correfpondence, 
if you will, that is much the fame thing), then, a 
fortiori^ it is much more unlawful for the faid 
John to make over his wife and children to the 
faid Lewis : If his wife and children are not ta 
be made over, he is not to wear a dagger and 
ratfbane in his pockets : If he wears a dagger and 
ratibane, it muft be to do mifchief, to himfelf,. 
or fome body elfe : If he intends to do mifchief, 
he ought to be under guardians'j and there is 
none fo fit as myfelf, and fome other worthy 
perfons, who have a commifiion for that purpofe 
from Nic. Frog, the executor of his will and 
teftament. 

J. Bull. And this is jour Jbrites, youvfay» 

. ^With that he fnatched a good tough 9akeil 

cudgel, and began to brandilh itj then haj^f 
was the man that was firft at the door : Croud- 
ing to get out, they tumbled down flairs ; and, it 
is credibly reported, fome of them dropped very 
valuable things in the hurry, which were picked 
up by others of the family. 

* That any of thefe rogues, quotb John^ fhonlA 

* imagine, 1 am not as much concerned as they 

* about having niy affairs in a fettled condition, 

* or that I would wrong my heir for-I know not 

* what! Well, Nic^ I really cannot but applaud 
^ thy diligence : I muft own this is really a pretty 

* fort of a trick \ but it fhan't do thy bufinefs for 
^ aU that/ 

1 CHAP. 
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C H A P. XVHI. 

How Lewis Baboon came to vijlt John Bully and 
what fajfed between them *. 

I THINK it is but ingenuous to Acquaint the 
reader, that this chapter was not wrote by Sir 
Humphrey himfelf, but by another very able 
pen of the univerfity of Grub-ftreet. 

JOHN had (by fome good inftruftions given 
him by Sir Roger) got the better of his cho- 
leric temper, and wrought himfelf up to a great 
fieadinefs of mind, to . purfue his own intereft 
through all impediments that were thrown in 
the way. He began to leave off fome of his old 
acquaintance, his roaring and bullying about 
the ftreets ; he put on a ferious air, knit his 
brows, and, for the time, had ijiade a very con- 
fiderable progrefs in politics, confidering that 
he had been kept a ftranger to his pwn affairs. 
However, he could not help difcovering fome 
Tcmains of his nature, when he happened to 
meet with a foot-ball, or a match at cricket ; for 
which Sir Roger was fure to take him to talk. 
John was walking about his room, with folded 
arms, and a mod thoughtful countenance : His 
Vol. VII. N ftrvant 

* Private negociatioos about Dunkirk. 
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fervant brought him word, that one Lewis Ba- 
boon below wanted to fpeak with him. John had 
got an impreffion> that Lewis was fo deadly cun- 
ning a man, that he was afraid to venture him- 
felf alone with him : At laft he took heart of 
grace ; * Let him. come up, quoth he^ it is but 

* fticking to my point, and he can never overr ^ 

* reach mc.* 
Leivis Babodtt, Mohfieur Bull, I will frankly 

acknowledge^ that my behaviour to my neigh- ^ 
hours has been fomewhat uncivil ; and I bfelJfcvc ^ 
you will readily grant me, that I have met with ^ 
ufage accordingly. I was fond, of back-fwdid 
and cudgel-play from my youth, and now I bAr 
in my body many a black and l^ue gaih and fear) 
God knows. I had as good a ware-houfe, and 
-as fair poflTcillons, as any of my neighbouti) 
though I fay it \ but a contentioiK temper, flat* \ 
tering fcrvants, and unfortunate ftars, kflve 
brought me into circumdances that are not md* 
known to you. Thefe my .misfortunes sat 
heightened by domeftic calamities, that I need 
not relate, t am a poor battered old fellow, and 
i would willingly end my days in peace: Bul^ 
alas ! I fee but fmall hopes of that, for cvcrjr 
new circumftance aflfords an argument to_iny 
enemies to purfue their revenge. Formeiiy I was 
to be banged, becaufe I was too ftrong j and no«r, 
bccaufe I am too weak to refift ; I am to be 
brought down when too rich, and opfvtSei^ 
when too poor. Nic. Frog has ufcd mc like a 

fcoundrel; 
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fcoundrel : you are a gentleman, apd I freely put 
myfelf in your hands, to difpofe of me as you 
think fit. 

y. BulL Look you, Mafter Baboon, as to your 
ufage of your neighbours, you had bcil not 
dwell top much upon that chapter \ let it fuffice 
at prefent, that ypu have been met with : You 
have been rolling ^ great ftone up hill all your 
Bfe, and at laft it has come tumbling down till 
ijt is like to crufli you to pieces : Plain-dealing is^ 
beft. If you have any particular mark, Mr Ba- 
t)oon, whereby one may know when you fib, and 
n^en you fpeak truth, you had beft tell it me, 
that one may proceed accordingly ; but fince at 
prefent I know of none fuch, it is better that you 
ibould truft me, than that I (hould truft you. 

X. Baboon. I know of no particular mark of 
veracity amongft us tradefmen, but intereft ; and 
it is manifeftly mine, not to deceive- you at this 
time ; you may fafely truft me, I can aflure you. 

J. BulL The truft I give is in fhort this : I 
mnft have fomething in hand, before I make the 
bargsdn, and the reft before it is concluded. 

X,. Baboon. To fhew you I deal fairly, name 
your fomething. 

J. BulL i need not tell thee, old boy ; thou 
canft guefs. 

X. Baboon. Ecclefdown caftle *, Til warrant 
you, becaufe it has been formerly in your fami- 
ly ! Say no more, you Ihall have lU 

N 2 y. BulL 

• Dunkirk. 
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y. Bull I (hall have it to m' own felf ? 

L. Baboon. To thy n^ own felf. 

J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of 
Ecclcfdown-caftle, you fay ! 

i. Baboon. Juft fo. 

J. Bull. Every fjngle ftone of Ecclefdown- 
caftle, to.m' own felf, fpeedily f 

L. Baboon. When you plcafc ; what needs 
more words ? 

J. Bull. But tell me, old boy, haft thou laid 
afide all thy equivocals and mentals in this cafe ? 

L. Baboon. There's nothing like matter of 
faft; feeing is believing. 

J. BuH. Now thou tallceft to the purpofe j let 
us (hake hands, old boy. Let me aik thee one 
queftion more -, what haft thou to do to meddle 
with the affairs of my family ? to difpofe of my 
cftate, old boy ? 

L. Baboon. Juft as much as you have to do 
with the affairs of Lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very being 
was concerned in that. 

L. Baboon. And my intereft was concerned in 
the other : But let us both drop our pretences i 
for I believe it is a moot point, whether I am 
more likely to make a Mafter Bull, or you a 
Lord Strutt. 

J. BulL Agreed, old boy ; but then I muft 
have fecurity, that I fhall carry my broad cloth 
to market, old boy. 

L. Baboon. That you fhall : Ecclefdown-caftle ! 
Ecclcfdown ! remember that : Why wouldft thou 

not 
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not take it, vrhcn it was oflFered thee fome years 
ago? 

y. Bu/L I would not take it, becaufe they told 
me thou would'ft not give it me. 

Zr. Baboon. How could Mgnfieur Bull be fo^ 
groflv abyfed by downright nonfenfe ? They that 
adviled you to refufe, muft have believed I in- 
tended to give, elfc why would they not make 
the experiment ? But I can tell you more of that 
matter, th^n pe^rjiaps you know at prefent, . 

J. BulL But what fay 'ft thou as to ;he Efquirc 
Nic. Frog, and the rjeft of the tradefmeix ? % 
muft tafce.c^'e of them* 

i. Baboon. Thoii haft but fmall obligations tp^- 
Nic. to my certain knowledge ; He has not ufedi 
me like a gcntlcmani 

J. BulL Nic. indeed is not very nice in your 
pundlilios of ceremony ; he is clownifh, as a man^ 
may fay: Belching and callipg of names have 
been allowed him time out of mind, by prcfcrip- 
fton : But, however, we are engaged in one com- 
mon caufe, and I muft look after him. 

L. Baboon. All matters that relate to him, and', 
the reft of the plainti& in* this law^fuic, I will: 
Befer to your juftice. 



N ^ GHAK- 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Nic. Frog's letter to John Bull; ivherein he en* 
deavQurs to vindicate all his conduB^ with relation 
to John Bull and the law-fuit^ 



NI C- perceived now that his cully had elo» 
pcd,. that John intended henceforth to 
deal without a broker ; but he was refolved to 
leave no ftone unturned, to recover his bubble r 
Amongft other artifices, he wrote a moft obligr 
ihg letter, which he fcnt him printed in a fair 
charadter. 



De a r Fri e N Di * 

€■ "^TTXHEN I confidcred the late ill ufage I 

* V V have met with from you, I was refleft? 

* ing, what it was that could provoke you to it ; 

* but upon a. narrow infpeftion into my condu£^ 

* I can find nothing to reproach myfelf with^ but 

* too partial a concern for your intereft. You 

* no fooner fct this compofition a-foot, but I was 

* ready to comply, and prevented your very 

* wiflies V and the afiair- might have been ended 

* before now, had it not been for the greater 

concerns' 

• Subflancc of the States* letter. 
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' concerns of Efquire South, and the other poor 
' creatures embarked in the fame common caufe^ 
' whofe fafety touches me to the quick. You 
' feemed a little jealous, that 1 had dealt unfairly 

* with you in money matters, 'till it appeared by 
' your accounts, that there was fomething due ta 
' me upon balance. Having nothing to anfwer ta 

* fo plain a demonftration, you began to com- 
' plain, as if I had been familiar with your repu- 
' tation ; when it is well known, not only I, but 
' the meaneft fervants in my family, talk of you 
' with the utmoft refpedt.. I have always, as far as 

* in me lies, exhorted your fervants and tenants 

* to be dutiful ^ not that I any way meddle in 

* your domcftic afiairs, which were very unbecom- 
' ing for me to do. If Tome of your fervants ex- 

* prefs their great concern for you in a manner 

* that is fo very polite, you ought to impute it to 

* their extraordinary zeal, which deferves a re- 
^ ward, rather than a reproof. You cannot re- 

* proach me for want of fuccefs at the Salutation, 

* fince I am not mafter of the paffions and inte^ 

* refts of other folks. I have beggared myfelf 

* with this law-fuit, undertaken merely in com^ 

* plaifance to you ; and if you would have had 

* but a little patience, I had ftill greater things in 

* referve, that I intended to have done for you. 

* I hope what I have faid will prevail with you 

* to lay afide your unreafonable jealoufies, and 

* that we may have no more meetings at the Sa- 

* lutation, fpending our time and money to na 

^ purpofe. 
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^ piirppie. Mf concero for your wel&re 9t 
' fperityy ajmoft makes me mad. You maj 

* furedj^ I will continue to be 

* Your aSe£tioni^te 

• Friend and fervant, 
Nia FR 

John received this with a good deal c 
Jroid : Tranfeat^ quoth John, cum cater is en 
He was now at eafe \ he faw he could now 
^ very good b^gain for himlelf, and a ve 
one for Qthcr folks. ** My fhirt, quoth he^ 

* me, but my ftdn is nearer : Whilft I tsdce \ 

* the welfare of other folks, no body can 

* me to apply a litde balfam to my own for 

* is a pretty thing, after all, for a man to 

* own bufineis ; a man has fuch a tender a 
"- for himfelf, there's nothing like it. This is 

* thing better, I trow, than for John Bui 

* ftanding in the market, like a great dray. 

* with Frog's paws upon his head. — Whi 

* y^** S^^^ ^^ fi^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ Serviteur Nic. 

* you m^y tift my backfide, if you 

* Though John Bull has not read your Arif 

* Plato's, and Machiavers, he can fee as £ 

* a mill-ftone as another. * With that John 
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CHAP. XX. 

t 

The difcourfi * that paffed between Nic. Frog and 
Efquire South ^. which John Bull overheard. 



JOHN thought every minute a y^ar^ till he got 
into Ecclefdown-caftle. He repairs to the Sa- 
lutation, with a defign to break the matter gently 
to his partners : Before he entered, he overheard 
Nic, and the Efquire, in a very pleafant conference. 

Efq. South. Oh the ingratitude and injuftice of 
mankind ! that John Bull, whom I have ho- 
noured with my friendfhip and proteftion fo long, 
fhould flinch at lad, and pretend that he can 
di(burfe no more money for me ! that the family 
of the Souths, by his fneaking temper, fhould be 
kept out of their own ! 

Nic. Frog. An't like your worfliip, I am in 
amaze at it 5 I think the rogue fhould be com- 
pelled to his duty. 

Efq. South. That he fhould prefer his fcanda- 
lous pelf, the dufl and dregs of the earth, to the 
profperity and grandeur of my family ! 

Nic. Frog. Nay he is miflaken there too 5 for 
he would quickly lick himfelf whole again by his 

vails. 

* Ncgociations between the Emperor and the Dutch, for con» 
tinutng the war, and getting the property of Flanders. 
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vsuls. It is ftrangc he fliould prefer Philip Ba- 
boon's cuftom to Efquire South's. 

Efq, South. As you fay, that my clothier, 
that is to get fo much by the purchafe, fhould 
ycfufe to put me in pofleffion j did you ever 
know any man's traUefman fei*ye him fo before ? 

Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't pleafc your wor- 
fhip; it is a very unufual proceeding: And I 
would not have been guilty of it for the world. 
If your honour had not a great ftock of modera- 
tion and patience, you would not bear it fo wdl 
as you do. 

Efq. South. It IS moft intolerable, that's cer- 
tain, tfic. ; and I will be revenged- 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is ftrange, that Philip 
Baboon's tenants do not all take your honour'^ 
part, coniidering how good and gentle a mafter 
you are. 

Efq. South. True, Nic. ; but few are fenfiblp of 
fiierit in this world: It is a great comfort, to 
have fo faithful a friend as thyfelf in fo critical a 
junfture. 

Nic. Frog. If all the world fhould fbrfake you, 
be aflured Nic. Frog never will ; let us ftick to 
om" point, and we'll manage Bull, I'll warrant 

Efq. South. Let me kifs thee, dear Nic. I 
have found one honeft man among a thoufand 
at laft. 

Nic. Frog. If it were poffible, your honour 
bas it in your power to wed me ftiU clofer to your 
wtereft. 
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Efq. South. Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 

Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant ; the 
difference betwdcti my Icafe and aii inheritance is 
fuch a tri^e, as I am fure you will not grudge 
Jrour poor friend 5 that will be an encouragement 
to go on ; befides it will make Btill as mad as 
the devil : Tou and I fhaU be able to manage him 
then to fbme purpofe. 

Efq, SoutL Say no more, it fliall be done, Nic. 
to thy heart's content. 

JfoHN all this while was liftening to this comi- 
cal dialogue, and laughed heartily in his fleeve at 
die pride and fimplicity of the Efquirc, and the 
fly roguery of his friend Nic* Then, of a fudden, 
bolting into the room, he began to tell them, 
that lie believed he had brought Lewis to reafon- 
able terms, if they would pleafe to hear them. 

Then they all bawled out aloud, * No com- 
* po&tion ! lonjg live Efquire South and the law P 
As John was going to proceed, fome roared, 
fome damped with their feet, others ftopt their 
cars with their fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John^ if you will but 
ftop proceeding for a while, you fhafl judge your- 
felves whether Lewis's propoials * are reafonable. 

AIL Very fine indeed ! ftop proceeding, and 
fo lofc a term ! 

J. Bull. Not fo neither ; we have fomething by 
way of advance, he will put us in pofiei£on of 
his manor and caftle of Ecclefdown. 

Nic. 

* Propoials for cenktion of arms, and delivery of Dunkirk. 
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A^. Frog. What doft thou talk of us ? thou 
meaneft thjfeif. 

J. Bull. When Frog took pofieffion of any 
tlung, it was always b^ to be for us ; and why 
may not John Bull be usy as well as Nic. Frog 
was us ? I hope John Bull is no more confined 
to fingularity than Nic Frog ; or, take it fo, 
the conflant doAiine that thou haft preached up 
for many years, was, that thou and I are one ; 
and why muft we be fuppofed two in this cafci 
that were always one before ? It b impoiHble that 
thou and I can fall out, Nic, we muft truft one 
another ; I have trufted thee with a great many 
things, prithee truft me with this one trifle. 

Ntc. Frog. That principle is true in the main \ 
but there is (ome Jpecially in this cafe, that makes 
it highly inconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Thofe are your jealoufies, that the 
common enemies fow between us : How often 
haft thou warned me of thofe rogues, Nic, that 
would make us miftruftfiil of one another ? 

Nic. Frog. This EcclefdownHcaftle is only a 
bone of contention. 

J. Bull. It depends upon you to make it fo, 
for my part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 

Nic. Frog. But do you confider the unwhole- 
fomenefs of the air and foil, the expences of re- 
parations and fervants, I would fcorn to accept 
of fuch a quagmire. 

J. Bull. You are a great man, Nic, ; but in my 
circumftances, I muft be even content to take it 
as it is. 

« Nic. 
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Nic. Frog. And you arc really fo filly as to be- 
lieve the old cheating rogue will give it you ? 

J. BttlL I believe nothing but matter of faft. 
[ ftand and £all by that. I am refolved to put 
bim to it. 

Nic. Frog. And fo relinquifli the hopefulleft 
raufe in the world, a claim that will certainly in 
:he end make thy fortune for ever ! 

J.BulL.yfVLt thou purchafe it, Nic? Thou 
lijJt have a lumping pennyworth; nay, rather 
:han we fhould differ, 1-11 give thee fomething 
:o take it off my hands. 

Nic* Frog* If thou wouldft but moderate that 
bfty, impatient temper of thine, thou fhouldft 
juickly fee a better^ thing than all that. What 
Ihouldft thou think to £nd old Lewis turned out 
)f his paternal eftates, and the manfion-houfe of 
3ay-pool * ? Would not that do thy heart good^ 
:o fee thy old friend Nic. Frog, Lord of Clay- 
X)ol ? Then thou and thy wife and children 
hould walk in my gardens, buy toys, drink 
emonade, and now and then we {hould have a 
:ountiy -dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, I'd as lieve fee my- 
elf in Ecclefdown-caftle, as thee in Clay-pool. I 
ell you again, Lewis gives this as a pledge of his 
incerity ; if you won't ftop proceeding to hear 
lim, I will. 

Vol. VII. O CHAP. 

* Clajr-pool, Paris. LutctU. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The reft of Nic.*i fetches *, to keep John out Oj 
clefdown-^aftle. 



WHEN Nic. could not difluade Joh 
argument^ he tried to move his pity 
pretended to be iick and like to die ; ths 
fhould leave his wife and children in a fta 
condition, if John did abandon him ;' that h 
hardly able to crawl about the room, fai 
capable to look after fuch a troublefome bu 
as this law-fuit ; and therefore begged, tb 
good friend would not leave him. Wlie 
ikw that John was ftill inexorable, he puOq 
a cafe-knife, with which he ufed to fnicker- 
and threatened to cut his own throat. Thri 
aimed the knife to his ^ndpipe, with a zna 
teonined threatening air. < What fignifiei 

* qmtb iig in this languilhing condition ? t 
*. be fome pleafure, that shy friends- Ynll ^tt\ 
*' my death upon this barbarous man, thai 

* becrn the caufe of it.' All this while John-j 
ed fedatc and calm, neither oflFering in the 
to fnatch the knife, nor ftop his blowjtani 
CO the tendemefs Nic. had for his own pa 

\ 

• Attempts to hinder the ccflation, and taking poflcJ 
Dunkirk. 
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When he perceived, that John was immoveable 
bhis purpofe, he applied himfelf to Lewis. 
• Art thoU| quoth he, turned bubble in thy 
old age, from being a fharper in thy youth ? 
What occafion haft thou to give up Ecclef- 
down-caftle to Jolfn Bull ? His friendfliip is not 
worth a rufh ; give it me, and I'll make it 
worth thy while. If thou diflikeft that pro- 
polition, keep it thyfelf. Fd rather thou fhouldft 
have it than he. If thou hearkeneft not to my 
advice, take what follows ; Efquire South and 
I will go on with ourlaw-luit, in fpite of John 
Bull's teeth.' 

L, Baboon. Monfieur Bull has ufed me like a^ 
jntleman ; and I am refolved to make good my 
pomife, and truft him for the confequences. 
Nic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old 
mating fool.T— With that, Nic. bounced up with 
fpring equal to that of one of your nimbleft turn- 
ers or rope-dancers, and fell foul upon John 
all, to fnatch the cudgel he had in his hartd^, 
.at he might thwack Lewis with it : John held 
£aft, fo that there was no wrenching it from 
m : At laft 'Squire South buckled too, to a£- 
\ his fiiend Nic.- John haled on one fide, and 
iC two on the other ; fometimes they were like 
1 pull John over 5 then it went all of a fudden 
[un on John's fide : So they went fec-fawing up 
id down, from one end of the room to the 
:her. Down tumbled the tables, bottles, glaf- 
O 2 fes,, 

♦ The Army. 
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fes, and tobacco-pipes : The wine and the tobac- 
co were all fpilt about the room, and the little 
fellows were almoft trod under foot ; till more 
of the tradefiHen joining with Mc» and the 
'Squire, John was hardly able to pull againft 
them all, yet would he never quit hold of his 
trufty cudgel ; which, by the contrary force of 
two fo great powers, broke fhort in his hands *. 
Nic. feized the longer end, and with it began to 
baflinado old Lewis, who had flunk into a cor- 
ner, waiting the event of this fquabble. Nic. 
came up to him with an infolent n^enacing air, 
fo that the old fellow was forced to ikuttle out 
of the room, and retire behind a dung-cart. 
He called to Nic. * Thou infolent jackanapes ! 

* Time was when thou durft not have ufed me 

* fo : Thou now takeft me unprovided ; but, old 

* and infirm as I am, I fhall find a weapon by 

* and by to chaftife thy impudence.* 

"When John Bull had recovered his breath, 
he began to parly with Nic. • Friend Nic. I am 

* glad to find thee fo ftrong after thy great com- 

* plaints r Really thy motions, Nic. are prettj 
*■ vigorous for a confumptive man. As for thj 

* worldly aflFairs, Nic. if it can do thee any fer- 

* vice, I freely make over to thee this proJitM 

* law-fuity and I defire all thefe gentlemen t( 

* bear witnefs to this my aft and deed. Your 
< be all the gain, as mine has been the charges 

* I have brought it to bear finely : However, al 

c ; 

• The reparation of the army. 
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^ I have laid out upon it goes for nothing ; thou 
' ihalt have it with all its appurtenances, I afk 
* nothing but leave to go home.' 

Nic. Frog. The counfcl a^ feed, and all 
things prepared for a trial ; thou fhalt be for- 
ced to ftand the iflue : It fhall be pleaded in thy 
name as well as mine : Go home if thou canft, 
the gates are fhut, the turnpikes locked *, and 
the roads barricadoed. 

J. BulL Even thefe very ways, Nic. that 
thou toldeft me, were as open to me as thyfelf : 
If I can't pais with my own equipage, what can 
I expedl for my goods and waggons ? I am de- 
nied paffage through thofe very grounds that I 
have purchafed with my own mOney : However,. 
I am glad I have made the experiment ; it may 
fcrve me in fome {lead.. 

John Bull was fo overjoyed that h« was go- 
ing to take pofleffion of Ecclefdown, that no- 
thing could vex him. * Nic. quoth he^ I am juft 
* a-going to leave thee, caft a kind look upon me 
*^ at parting.* 

Nic. looked four and grum, and would not 
open his^mouth. 

J. BulL « I wiflx thee all the fuccefs that thy 
*• heart can defire, that thefe honeft gendemen o£ 
•• the Ipng robe may have their belly fiill of law.*' 

Nic. could ftand it no longer, but flung our 
of the room with difdain, and beckoned the 
lawyers to follow him. ^ ^ 

O 3 J. Bull:. 

*' Difficulty of the inarch of part of the army to l^ualurk. . 
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J. Bull. * B'oy, b'uy, Nic. not one poor frnflcat 

• parting; won*t you fhake your day-day, Nic. 

• b'uy Nic/ With that John marched out of 
the common road, crofs the country,, to take 
poflefHon of Ecdefdown. 
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6f the great joy that John exprejfed when he got 
j^JJeJfton cf Ecdefdown *.. 



W3EN John had' got into his caftle, he 
feemed like Ulyfles upon his plank, after 
he had been well foufed in falt-water \ who, as 
Homer fays^ was as glad as a judge going to fit 
(down to dinner, after hearing a long.caufe upon 
the bench. I dare {ay John BuU's joy was-equal to 
that of either of the two ; he ikipped from room 
to room; ran up flairs and downftsdrs, from 
the kitchepi to the garrets, and from the garrets 
to the kitchen ; he peeped into every cranny; 
fometimcs he admired the beauty of the architcc- 
tnrc, and the vaft folidity of the mafon'swork;at 
other times he commended the fymmetry and 
proportion of the rooms» He walked about the 
gardens : He bathed himfelf in the canal, fWim- 
ming, diving, and- beating the liquid element^ 

like. 
♦ Dunkirk. . 
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milk-white fwan. The hall refoonded 
e rpritely violin, and the martial hautboy. 
nily trip it about, and capered, like hail^ 
mnding from a marble floor. Wine, Ale, 
tober, flew about as plentifully as kennel- 
Then a (rolick took John in the head, td 

fome of Nic. Frog's penfioners^ that had 

mutinous in his family. 
ulL Are you glad to fee your mafter in 
own-caftle ? 
Yes, indeed. Sir. 
ulL Extremely glad ? 
Extremely glad. Sir. 
'i///. Swear to me, that you are io, 
\ they began to damn and link their (bub 

loweft pit of hell, if any perfon ia the 
'ejoiced more than ihey did. 
*ulL Now, hang me if I don't believe you 
arcel of perjured rafcals;, however, .take 
uper of Oftober to your matter's health. 
1 John got; upon, the battlements, and, 
[ over, he called to Nic. Frog : 
)w d'ye do, Nic. ? D'ye fee where I am, 
^ I hope the caufe goes on fwimmingly. 
When doft thou intend to go to Clay- 
Nic. ? Wilt thou buy there fome high 
; of the neweft cut for my daughters ? 

comeft thou to go with. thy arm tied up ? 
old Lewis given thee a rap oyer thy fin- 
ends I Thy weapon was a good one, when 
Ided it,, but the butt-end remains in. my 

< hands. 
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^ hands. I am fo bufy in packing up my goods, 
' that I have no time to talk with thee any long- 

* er. It would do thy heart good to fee what 

* waggon-loads Lam preparing for market. If 
^ thou wanteft any good office of mine, for all 
' that has happened, i will ufe thee VftUi Nic 

* ffuy, Nic.' 
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IT has been difputcd amongft the Literati of 
Grub-ftreet, whether Sir Humphry proceed- 
ed any fai^ther into the hiftory of John Bull. 
By diligent enquiry, we have found the titles of 
fbme chapters, which appear to be a continuation^ 
of it 'y and are as follow : 

Chap. I- How John was made angry with tht 

articles of agreement. How he kicked theparch^ 
. ment through the houfe^ upjlairs and do'tvnjiairs^ . 

and put hnmfelf in great heat thereby. 
Chap. II. Howy in his pajjion^ he was going fo cut 

off Sir Roger's head with a cleaver. Of the 
Jlrange manner of Sir Roger's e/caping the blowy 

by laying his head upon the drefler. 
Chap. III. How fome of Joht^ s fervants attempted^ 

tofcale his houfe with rope-ladders : and hotv ma*- 

ny unfirtunately dangled in the fame. 

Chap^ 



\ 
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Chap. IV. Of the methods by which John endear 
voured to preferve the peace amon^ his neigh- 
hours. How he kept a. pair c/* ftill-yards, to 
iveigh them ; and^ by diet purging^ vomitings and 
bleedings tried to bring them to equal bulk and 
ftrength. 

Chap. V. Of falfe accounts of the weights given in 
by fome of the journeymen ; and of the New^ 
market tricks^ that were praBifed at the flill- 
yards. 

Chap. VI. How John^s new journeymen brought 
him other^guife accounts of the ftill-yards. 

Chap. VII. How Sir Swain Narthy * waSy by 
bleedings purging^ and a feel diet, brought in~ 
to a confumption ; and how John was forced 
afterwards to give him the gold cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How Peter Bear f was over-fed, and 
afterwards refufed tofubmit to the courfe ofphy/ic* 

Chap. IX. How John pampered Efquire South with 
the tit'bitSy till he grew wanton : How he got 
drunk with Calabrian wine, and longed for Sx- 
cilian beef; and how John carried him thither in 
his barge. 

Chap. X. How the Efquire, from a foul feeder, 
grew dainty I how he longed for mangoes^ fpi- 
ces, flrwrf Indian birds-nefts, l^c. and could not 
flcep but in a^Chintz bed. 

Chap. XI. The Efquire turned tradefman ; how he 

fet up a China-fhop \ over^againjt Nic. Frog. 

" Chap. 

• King of Sweden. f Czar of Mufcory. 

I The Oftend Company. 
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Chap. XII. How he procured Spanijh flies to hlifler 
his neighbours^ and as a provocative to himfelf. 
As likewife^ how he ravifhed Nic* Frog^s favou- 
rite daughter. 

Chap* XIII. How Nic. Frogy hearing the girl 
fqueaky went to call John Bull as a conflahle : 
Calling of a conflahle no preventive of a rape* 

-Chap. XIV. How John rofe out of his bed in a cold 
mornings to prevent the duel between Efquire South 
and Lord Strutt* Howy to his great furprize^ he 
found the combatants drinking Geneva in a Bran- 
dy-fhop, with Nic^ s favourite daughter between 
them. How they both fell upon John^ fo that he 
was forced to fight his way out* 

Chap. XV. How John came with bis conflahlis 
flaffy to refcue Nic's daughter^ and break the Ef' 
quire's China-ware* 

Chap. XVI. Commentary upon the Spanifh proverb^ 
Time and I againft any two ; or, Advice to dog* 
matical politicians eptemplifled in fome new chairs 
between John Bull and Lewis Baboon. 

Chap. XVII. A difcourfe of the delightful '^ame of 
quadrille. How Lewis Baboon attempted to play 
a game folo in clubs, arid was beafled. How John 
called Lewis for his King, and nvas afraid that 
his own partner fhould have too many tricks: 
And how thefuccefs and fkill of quadrille depends 
upon calling a right King. 
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PROPOSALS for printing a very curious 
difcourfe, intituled, H^ETAOAoriA noM- 
TiKH ; or. The Art of Political 
Lying. 

THERE is now in the prefs, a curious 
piece, intituled, '^ivJ^nKoyia Uokitdlyi 5 or,* 
The Art of Political Lying : Coniifting of two 
volumes in quarto. 

The PROPOSALS are,, 

I. That if the author meets with fultable en- 
couragement, he intends to deliver the firft 
volume to the fubf^ribers by Hilary Term next. 

IL The price of both volumes will be, to the' 
fttbfcribers, fourteen fhillings; feven whereof 
are to be paid down, and the other feven at the' 
delivery of the fecond volume. 

III. Thofe tha]t fubfcribe for fix, fhall have a> 
feventh gratis .• wl^ch reduces the price, to le& 
than fix fhillings a volume. 

IV. That the fubfcribers (hall have their names 
and places of abode printed at length. 

For the encouragement of fo ufeful a work, it i» 
thought fit the public fhould be informed of 
the contents of the firft volume, by one wha 
has with great care perufcd the manufcripu 

THE 
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THE ART OF 
POLITICAL LYING, 



THE author, in his preface, makes fome 
very judicious reflections upon the origi- 
nal of arts and fciences : That at firft they con- 
fift of fcattered theorems and practices, which , 
are handed about amongft the mafters, and only 
revealed to the ^/ii artis, tUl fuch time as fomc 
great genius appears, who coUefts thefe disjoint- 
ed propofitions, and reduces them into a regular 
iyftem. That this is the cafe of that noble and 
ufefiil art of political lyings which, in this laft age, 
having been enriched with feveral nefv di/coveriest 
ought not to lie any longer in rubbifh and con- 
fufion, but may juftly claim a place in the Ency- 
clopaedia, efpecially fuch as ferves for a model 
of education for an able politician. That he 
propofes to himfelf no fmall ftock of fame in 
future ages, in being the firft who has undertaken 
this defign ; and, for the fame reafon, he hopes 
the imperfeftion of his work will be ^xcufed. 
He invites all perfons who have any talents that 
way, or any new difcovery, to communicate 
their thoughts, afluring them that honourable 
■mention (hall be made of them in his work. 

I ' The 
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^The jirji volume conjijls of eleven chapters. 

In xhtjfirft chapter of his excellent treatife, he 
reafons philofophically concerning the nature of 
xhcfoul ofmatiy and thofe qualitiies which render it 
fiifceptible of lyes. He fuppofes the foul to be 
of the nature of a piano-cylindrical fpeculum^ or 
looking-glafs ; that the plain fide was made by 
God Almighty, but that the devil afterwards 
wrought the other fide into a cylindrical figure. 
Tke plain fide reprefents objefts juft as they are ; 
and the cylindrical fide, by the rules of catop- 
trics, muft needs reprefent true objefts falfe, and 
falfe objefb true ; but the cylindrical fide, being 
much the larger furf ace ^ takes in a greater compafs, 
of vifual rays. That upon the cylindrical fide of 
the foul of man, depends the whole art and fuccefs 
^i political lying. The author, in this chapter, pro- 
ceeds to reafon upon the qualities of the mind y as, 
its peculiar fondnefs of the malicious and the m/- 
raculous. The tendency of the foul towards the 
malicious^ iprings from felf-love, or a pleafure to 
find mankind more wicked, bafe, or unfortunate, 
than ourfelves. The defign of the miraculous^ 
proceeds from the inaftivity of the foul, or its 
incapacity to be moved or delighted with any 
thing that is vulgar or common. The author 
having eftablifhed the qualities of the mind, up- 
on which his art is founded, he proceeds. 

In his fecond chapter, to treat of the ncifure of 
political lying ; which he defines to be, the art of 

Vol. VIL P convincing 
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convincing the people of falutary fal/boods^ forfotne 
good end. He calls it an arty to deftinguifli it A*om 
that of telling truth, which does not feem to want 
art; but then he would have this underftood 
only as to the inveniion^ becaufe there is indeed 
n\ore art neceflary to convince the people of a 
falutary truth, than a falutarj falihood. Then 
he pitKCcds to prove, that there ztc falutary falfe- 
hoods, of which he gives a great manj inftances^ 
both before and after the Revolution ; and de» 
nionftrates plainly, that we could not have carried 
on the war fo long, without fevcral ofthofcjalutaij 
falftioods. He gives rules to calculate the value 
of a political lye, in pounds, fliillings, and pence* 
l]y goodf he does not mean that which is abfolute- 
ly fo, but what appears fo to the artift, which is 
a fufficient ground for him to proceed upon ; and 
he diilinguiihes the good, as it commonly is, into 
bonum utiky dulce^ et hofieflum. He (hews you, 
that there are political lyes of a mixed nature, 
which include all the three in diffei-cnt refpe^ts : 
That the utile reigns generally about the Ex- 
change ; the dulc&y and hoaefiumy at the Wcftmin- 
jter end of the town. One man fpreads a lye, 
to fell or hyxyjlock to greater advantage \ a iecond, 
becaufe it is honourable to ferve his party ; and a 
third, becaufe it is fweet to gratify his revenge. 
Having explained the fevcral terms of his defini- j 
tion, he proceeds, I 

In his third chapter, to treat of the la^fulnefs 1 
of political lying ,- which he deduces from its true 

and 
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and genuine principles, by enquiring into the fe- 
veral rights that mankind have to truth. He 
(hews, that people have a right to private truth 
£rom their neighbours j and oeconomical truth ivovci 
their own family, that they fhould not be abufed 
by their wives, children, and fervants : But that . 
they have no right at all to political truth ; that 
the people may as well all pretend to be lords of 
manors, and poilefs great eftates, as to have truth 
told them in iTiattei*s of government. The author^ 
with great judgment, ftatcs the fevered Jhares of 
mankind, in this matter of truth, according to 
their feveral capacitieS| dignities, and profeffions^ 
and (hews you, that children have hardly any 
ibare at all ; m confequence of which, they hav« 
yery ieldom any truth told them. It mud be 
owned, that the author, in this chapter, has 
ibme ieeining difficulties to anfwer, and texts ef 
/cripture to explain. 

The fourth chapter is wholly employed in this 
queftlon, Whether the right of coinage of political lyet 
be wholly in the government ? The author, who is 
a true friend to Englifh liberty, determines in the 
negative, and anfwers all the arguments of the 
oppofite party with great acutenefs : That, as the 
government of England has a mixture of demo- 
cratical in it, fo the right of inventing and fpread* 
ing political lyes^ is partly in the people ,- and their 
obftinate adlierexuie to this juft privilege, has been 
moft confpicuous, and (hined with great luftre of 
late years : That it happens very often, that there 
Pa arc 
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are no other means left to the good people of 
England, to pull down a miniftiy and government 
they arc weary of, but by exerciling this their un- 
doubted right : That abundance of political lying 
is a fare lign of true Englifh ftberty : That as mi- 
ni ftci-s do fometimes ufe tools to fupport their 
power, it is but reafonaWe that the people (hould 
employ the fame weapon^ to defend themfelveS| 
and pull them down. 

In his Jifth chapter, he divides political lyes into 
feveral /pedes and clajfesy ^nd gives precepts abbot 
the inventing^ fpreading^ and propagating the fevc- 
ral forts of them. He begins with the rumores, 
and iiiella fame/a^ fuch as concern the reputadon 
of men in power ; where he finds fault with the 
common miftake, that takes notice only of One 
fort, wz. the detraBory or defamatory ; whereas in 
truth there ai*e three forts, the detraEhry^ the ai- 
ditoryy and the tranjlatory. The addifory gives to 
a great man a larger (hare of reputation than be- 
longs to him, to enable him to ferve fome good 
end or purpofe. The detraBory or defamatory^ is 
a lye which takes from a great man the reputa- 
tion that juftly belongs to him, for fear he fhould 
ufe it to the detriment of the public. The tranf- 
latoryy is a lye that transfers the merit of a man's 
good aftion to another, who is in himfclf more 
deferving •, or transfers the demerit of a bad 
aftion, from the true author, to a p^rfon who is 
in himfelf lefs deferving. He gives feveral inftan- 
,ccs of very great ftrokes in all the three kinds ; 

efpecialljr 
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:ially in the laft, when h was necefFary for the 
1 of the public^ to heftono the valour and cofH 
of one man upon another, and that of msfn j 
ne mam nayj even, u]>on a good occa-* 
*, a mao may be robbed of his Tfftoi-y, by 
r(i>n that did not command in the aftion. 
reftoring and deftroying the public, may be 
bed to perfons who had no hand in either, 
author exhorts all gentleman pra^itioners, to 
cife themfelves in xkt'tranjlatory ; becaufe the 
*nce of the things themfelves being vifible, and 
demanding any proof, tiiere wants nothing 
i put upon the public, but ^/al/e author^ or a 
caufe; which is no great prcfumption upon 
creJulity of mankind, to whom the fecret 
igs of thif*gs are for the moft part tuiknown. 
P 3 The 

Iaj»jr General Wehb obtaihed a glorious ^retory over the 
1, n«ajr Wynendale, in the year 1708. . He 'N'^'& fcnt with 
of the confederate troops, togyaid a great couvoy to li.e 
army bcficging Llfle : Count de la Motte came tut from 
: Tvith near 24C3CO men to i^iterccpt them ; tut Major 
al Webb'difpofed hti men with fiidi adtnirable JVill, tfcac 
:h (laiiding the vad fuperiority of numbers, by the piirc 
of order and difpofitiofi, the French were driven back 
• or three fucceflivc attempts, and, after having loft 6 or 
ncn, could be brought to charge no more. This may 
be reckoned atfiongft the g^itefl a^Elions ef that war : 
3e Duke of MM-lboreugh's ibcretsury, in his letter written 
gland, gave all the honour of it to General Cadogan, the 
s' favourite, who did not come up till after the cngage- 
This ^as to rcfciited by General Webb, that he left the 
in difguft ; and coming into England to do himfelf juf- 
eceived the unabimmis thanks of the Ho«ic of Commons, 
\ eminent fervices by that great aftion ; which was alfi> 
wicdgcd in a diftinguifliing manner by the King of Pruffia* 
(flowed on hiqa ihc order ofgenerojity, JIawkefl 
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The author proceeds to give fome precepts a$ 
to the additory : That when one afcribes any 
thing to a perfon which does not belong to him, 
the lye ougkt to be calculated not quite contra- 
Aiftory to his known qualities. For example, 
one would not make the French king prefent at 
a proteilant conventicle ; nor, like Queen Eliza- 
beth, reilore the overplus of taxes to his fub- 
je£ts. One would not bring in the Emperor giv- 
ing two months pay in advance to lus troops; 
nor the Dutch paying more than their quota. 
One would not make the fame perfon zealous 
for a (landing army, and pubUc liberty ; nor an 
atheift fupport the church \ nor a lewd fellow a 
reformer of manners ; nor a hot-headed, crack- 
brained coxcomb, forward for a fcheme of mo^ 
deration. But if it is abfolutely neceilary that a 
perfon is to have fome good adventitious quality 
given him, the author's precept is, that it fljould 
not be done at firft in extremo gradu. For ex- 
ample, they fhould not make a covetous man 
give away, all at once, five thoufand pounds in a 
charitable generous way ; twenty, or thirty 
pounds may fuffice at firft. They fhould not in- 
troduce a perfon of remarkable ingratitude, to 
his benefa^Storsj rewarding a poor man for fome 
good office that was done- him thirty years ago ; 
but they may allow him to acknowledge a fervice 
to a perfon, who is capable ftill to do him ano- 
ther. A man whofe perfonal courage is fufpcft- 
^d, is not at firft to drive whole fquadrons be- 
fore him 5 but he may be allowed the merit of 

fome 
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bme fquabble, or throwing a bottle at hk ad- 
^criary's head. 

It will not be allowed, to make a great man, 
hat is a known defpifer of religion, fpend whole 
lays in his clofet at his devotion ; but you may 
rith (afety make him fit out public prayers with 
lecency. A great man, who has never been 
mown willingly to pay a juf^ debt, ought not all 
)f a fudden to be introduced, making reftitution 
thoufands he has cheated ; let it fuffice at firft 
o pay twenty pounds to a friend, who has loft 
lis note. 

He lays down the fame rules in the detraSory 
)r defamatory kind ; that they ihould not be 
luite oppofite to the qualities the perfons are 
uppofed'to have. Thus it will not be found^ 
iccording to the found rules of pfeudologyj to re- 
)ort of a pious and religious prince, that he ne- 
;le£ts his devotion, and would introduce herefy ; 
)ut you may report of a merciful prince, that 
le has pardoned a criminal who did not deferve 
t. You will be unfuccefsful, if you give. out of a 
{reat man, who is remarkable for his frugality 
br the public, that he fquanders away the na- 
ion's money ; but you may fafely relate, that he 
loards it : You muft not affirm he took a bribe, 
mt you may freely cenfm*e him fpr being tardy 
n his payments j becaufe, though neither may be 
rue, yet the lafl is credible, the £ril not. Of 
.n open-hearted generous minifter you are not to 
ay, that he was in an intrigue to betray his 
:ountry ; but you may affix'm, with fome proba- 
bility^ 
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bilitj, that he was ia an intrigue with a laiif. 
He warns all pra^tioners, to take good heed to 
thefe precepts \ ibr want of which, nuuay of 
their 1 jes, of late, have proved abortive, or ihoirt* 
lived. 

In tht^Kth chapter, he treats of the miraculous: 
by which he underftands any thing that exceeds 
the common degrees of probability. In refpcA 
of the people it is divided into two forts, die 
t9 f oCff(ev, or the ▼• ^/ufiiitXf tfrrifying fjtSy and 
animating or encouraging lyfSr both being ex- 
tremely ufeful on their proper occafions«^ Con- 
cerning the »« P'Cw^i*, he gives feveral rules ; one 
of which is, that terriWe objefts fhould not be 
X.00 frequently (hewn to the people, left they grow 
familiar. He fays, it is abfolutcly neceflary, that 
the people of England fhould be fi^ghtcd with 
the French King and the Pretender once a year ; 
but that the bears fhould be chained up again; 
till that time twelvemonth. '^The want -of ob- 
ferving this fo neceflary a precept, in bringing cat 
the ratv^head and bloody bones upon every trifling 
Occafion, has produced great indiflierence m the 
vulgar of late years. As to the animating t)r en» 
eoi4raging lyesy he gives the following rules : That 
they fhould not far exceed the common degrees 
of probability 5 that there fhould be variety of 
them, and the fame lye not obftiriately infiftcd 
upon ; that the promiffbry or pragnofticating lyes 
(hould not be VLpdn/hort daysy for fear the authors 
Ihould have the fhame and confnfion to fee 
thcmfclvcs fpeedily contradifted.^ He examines, 

br 
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J thefe rules, that well-meant, but unfortunate 
e of the conqueft cf France^ which continued 
2ar _t'wenty years together * ; but at laft, by be- 
ig too obftinately infifted upon, it was worn 
iread-bare, and became unfuccefsful. 

As to the T9 »t<a7»Jfc> or the prodigious i he 
as little to advife, but that their comets, whales^ 
id dragons, fliould be /tzeabie ; their ftorms^^ 
impefls, and earth-quakes, without the reach 
f a dafs journey of a man and hoi*fe. 

The feventh chapter is wholly taken up in an 
iquiry, which of the two parties f are the 
reateft artifts in political lying ? He owns, that 
>inetimes the one party, and fometimes the 
thcr, is better believed \ but that they have both 
ZTf great gcniufes amongft them. He attributes 
\c ill fuccefs of either party ^ to their glutting the 
uirket, and retailing too much of a bad com- 
lodity at once : When there is too greao<-a 
uantity of worms, it is hard to catch gudgeons, 
[e propofes a fcheme for the recovery of the 
redit of zny party ^ which indeed feems to be 
>inewhat chimerical, and does not favour of that 
mod judgment the author has ihewn in the reft 
f the work. It amounts to this, that the party 
lould agree to vent nothing but truth fDr three 
lonths together, which will give them credit 
>r fix months lyeing afterwards. He owns, 
lat he believes it almoft impoffible, to find fit 
erfoos to execute this fcheme. Towards the 

end 

• Daring the reign of K. William and Q^ Anne- HawkeJ\ 
t See the Examiner. No. xiv. toI. 3. 
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end of the chapter, he inveighs feverely agalnft 
the folly of parties, in i-etaining fcoundrcU, and 
men of low genius, to retail their lyes ; fuch as* 
moft of the prcfent news-writers are, wJI;io, ex^ 
cept a Orong bent and inclination towards the 
profcffion, feem to be wholly ignorant in the 
rules oi pfmdology^ and not at all qualified for fi) 
weighty a truft. 

In his next chapter, he treats of fome extraor- 
dinary geniufes, who have appeared of late years, 
cfpecially in their difpofition towards the nuracu* 
lous. He advifes thofe hopeful young men, to 
turn their invention to the fervice of their coun- 
try ; it being inglorious at this time, to cmfdcj 
their talent in pix>digious fox-chaces, horfe-cour* 
fes, feats of activity in driving of coaches, jump- 
ing, running, fwallowing of peaches, pulling out 
whole fetts of teeth to clean, Istc. when their 
country ftands fo much need of their afiiftance. 

The eighth chapter is a projeA for uniting the 
feveral fmaller corporations of lyars into one fo- 
ciety. It is too tedious to give a full account of 
the whole fcheme : What is moft remarkable is^ 
That this fociety ought to confifl of the heads of 
each party : That no lye is ta pafs current with- 
out their approbation, they being the beft judges 
of the prefent exigencies, and what fort of lyes 
are demanded : That in fuch a corporation there 
ought to be men of all profeflions \ that «-• rel^ivi 
and the ▼« *i»><hy^u that is, decefuy and ptobability^ 
may be obferved as much as poflible : That befidcs 
the perfons above mentioned^ this fociety ought 

to 
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R> confift of the hopefiil geniufcs about the town^ 
(of which there are great plenty to be picked up 
in the feveral coffcc-houfes) travellers, virtuofos, 
fox-hunters, jockies, attomies, old Teamen and 
foldiers out of the hofpitals of Greenwich and 
Chelfea. To this fociety fo conftituted, ought to 
be committed the fole management of lyeirtg: 
That in Aeir outer-room, there ought always to 
attend, fome perfons endowed with a great flock 
of credulity, a generation that thrives mightily in 
this foil and climate : He thinks a fufiScient 
number of them may be picked up any where 
about the Exchange: Thefe are to circulate, 
what the other coin ; for no man fpreads a lye 
with fo good a grace, as he that believes it : That 
Ae rule of the fociety be, to invent a lye, and 
fometimes two, for every day -, in the choice of 
which great regard ought to be had to the weather 
and the feafon of the year. Your «i>oC»{«\ or 
terrifying lyes^ do mighty well in November and 
December, but not fo well in May and June, un- 
let the eafterly winds reign : That it ought to be 
penal for any body to talk of any thing but the 
lye of the day : That the fociety is to maintain 
a fufficient number of fpies, at court, and other 
places, to fumifh hints and topics for invention, 
and a general correfpondence of all the market- 
towns for circulating their lyes : That If any one 
of the fociety were obferved to blufh, or look 
out of countenance, or want a neceflary circum* 
fiance in telling the lye, he' ought to be expelled, 
and declared incapable. Bcfides the roaring lyes, 

there 
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there ought to be a private committee for whifperSr 
conftituted of the ableft men of the fociety. Here 
the author makes a digreilioa in praife of the 
whig-party J for the right underftanding and ufc 
oi proof 'lyes, A proof-lye is like hiproof-charge for 
a piece of ordnance, to try a (landard credulity. 
Of fuch a nature he takes tranfubftantlation to be 
in the church of Rome, a proof article^ which if 
^ny one fwallows, they are fure he will digeft 
every thiag elfc : Therefore the 'whig-party do 
wifely to try the credulity of the people fome- 
tlmes hj fivingerSf that they may be able to judge 
to what height they may charge them afterwards. 
Towards the end of this chapter, he warns the 
heads of parties againft believing their own lyes, 
which has proved of pernicious confequence of late^ 
both a wife party and a wife nation having regu- 
lated their affairs upon lyes of their own invention. 
The caufes of this he fuppofes to be too great a 
zeal and intenfenefs in the praftice of this ar/, 
and a vehement heat in mutual converfation, 
whereby they perfuade one another, that what 
they wifli, and report to be true, 'is really fo: 
That all parties have been fubjedl to this misfor- 
tune. The Jacobites have been conftantly infeft- 
ed with it ; but the JFhigs of late feemed even to 
exceed them in this ill habit and weaknefs. To 
this chapter the autlior fubjoins ar^z/aW^ir of lyes, 
proper for the feveral months of the year. 
, The ninth chapter treats of the celerity and ' 
duration of lyes. As to the celerity of their mo- 
tion^ the ajithor fays it is almoft incredible : He 
I ' gives 
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res ieveral inftances of lyes, that have gone 
Icr than a man can ride poft : Your terrifying 
s travel at a prodigious rate, above ten miles 

hour ; your nvhifpers move in a narrow vor- 
c, but very fwiftly. The author fays, it is im- 
ffible to explain feveral phanomena in relation 
the Celerity of lyes, without the ftippofition of 
whronifm znd. combination, ^ As to the duration 

lyes, he fays, there are of all forts, from hours 
d days to ages ; that there are fottie, which, 
:e infefts, die, and revive again in a different 
rm ; that good artifts, like people who build 
K>n a fhort lea(e, will calculate the duration of 
[ye furely to anfwer their pUrpofe ; to laft juft 
long, and no longer, than the turn is ferved- 
The tenth chapter treats of the chara£teriftics 
• lyes 5 how to know, when, where, and by 
[lom invented ? Your Dutch, Englifh, and 
rench ware, are amply diftinguiChed from one 
lother ; an Exchange lye, from one coined at 
e other end of the town : Great judgment is to 
J fhewn as to the place where the fpecies is in- 
nded to circulate : Very low and bafe coin will 
rve for Wapping : There are feveral coffee- 
3ufes, that have their particular ftamps, which 
judicious praftitioner may eafily know. All 
)ur great men have their proper phafttateu/fics. 
he author fays, he has attained,- by ftudy and 
>plication, to fo great (kill in this matter, that 
•ing him any lye, he can tell whofe image it 
;ars, fo truly as the great man himfelf fhall not 
ave the face to deny it. The promijfory lyes of 
VoL.VIL CL great 
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great men, are known by fliouldermg, huggingi 
fqueezing, fmillng, bowing ; and tbeir lyes in 
matter of faA^ by immoderate fwearing. 

. He fpends the whole eleventh chapter on one 
fimple queftion. Whether a lye is beft cofttradM 
by truths or by another lye ? The author fays, that,- 
confidering the large extent of the cylindrical 
fur/ace of the foul^ and the great propenfity to* 
believe lyes in the generality of mankind of latfi 
years, he thinks the propereft contradlAion to a 
lye, is another lye. For example ; if it (hould be 
reported, that the Pretender was at London, one 
would not contradiA it, by faying, he never was 
in England ; but you muft prove by cye-witnct 
fcs, that he came no farther than Greenwich, 
and then went back again. Thus, if it be fpread 
about, that a great jperfon were dying of fomc 
difeafe, you muft not fay the truth, that they 
are in health,- and never had fuch a difeafe, but 
that they are flowly re-covering of it. So there 
was not long ago a gentleman, who affirmed, 
that the treaty with France, for bringing popery 
and flavery into England, was iigned the 15th of 
September : To which another anfwered very 
judicioufly, not by oppoiing truth to his lye, that 
there was no fuch treaty ; but that to his certain 
knowledge, there were many things in that trea« 
ty not yet adjufted. 

The account of the fecond volume of this epccellent 
Treati/Cf is refervedfor another time* 

REASONS 



C 183 ] 



REASONS humbly offered by the Com- 
pany exercifing the trade and myftery of 
Upholders, againft part of the BiLi. . 
for the better viewing^ fearcbing^ and ex*- 
amining drugs ^ niedicines^ &c. 1724 *. 

BEING called upon by fevcral retailers and 
difpenfers of drugs and medicines about 
towHj to ufe our endeavours againft the bill now 
depending, for viewing^ &c. In regard of our 
coaunon intereft, and in gratitude to the faid 
retailers and difpenfers of medicines, which wc 
have always found to be very effcftiial, we pre- 
Aime to lay the foUowipg reafons before the pu- 
blic againft the faid bill : 

. That the company of upholders are far from 
being averfe to the giving of drugs and medicines in 
general^ provided they may be of fuch qualities 
as wc require, and adminiftered by fuch pcrfons^ 
in whom our company juftly repofe the greateft 
confidence ; and provided they tend to the en- 
couragement of trade, and the confumption of 
the woollen manufaSlure of this kingdom. 

We beg leave to obferve, that there hath been 

no complaint from any of the nobility ^ gentry ^ and 

0^2 citizens, 

• In the year 1714, the phyCcians made application to Par» 
liamcnt, to prevent apothecaries dlTpenfing medicines without 
the prcfcription of a phyfidan : Duiing which, tliis Traft was 
difpcrfcd in the Court of Rcqucfts, Hawkcf, 
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citizens^ nvhom ive have attended : Our prafticr^ 
which coniifts chiefly in outward applications, 
having been always fo effeftual, that none of 
our patients have been obliged to undergo a 
fecond operation, excepting one gendewoiuanj 
who, after her firft burial, having burthened 
her hufband with a new brood of pofthumous 
children, her fecond funeral was by us perform- 
ed without any farther charges tothe faid hufband 
of the deceafcd. And we humbly hope, that 
one iingle inflance of thiJs kind, a misfortune 
owing merely to the avarice of a {exton in cut* 
ting off a ring, will not be imputed to any want 
of fldll or care in our company. 

We humbly conceive, that the power by this bill 
lodged in the cenfors of the college of ph^tcians^ to 
reftrain any of his Majefty's fubjedls from difpenf- 
ing, and well-difpofcd perfons fi'om taking what 
medicines they pleafe, is a manifefl iticroachment on 
the liberty and property ofthefubjeEl. 

As the company exercifing the trade and my- 
ftery of upholders, have an undifputed right in 
and upoa the bodies of all and every the fubjefts 
of the kingdom ; we conceive the paffing of this 
bill, though not abfolutely depriving them of their 
faid right, might keep them out of pojfejjton by un- 
reafonable delays^ to the great detriment of our 
company, and their numerous families. 

We hope it will be confidered, that there arc 
multitudes of neceffitous heirs and penurious pa- 
rents, perfons in pinching circumftances with nu- 

psierous. 
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n^rotls families of children^ wives that have lived 
ong, many robuft aged women with great join^ 
ureS| elder brother) with bad underflandings^ 
ingle heirs of great eftates, wiiercby the collate-* 
:al line are for ever excluded, reverfionary pa- 
:entS| and revcrfionaiy promlfes of preferments, 
leafcs upon fingle lives, and play-debts upon joint 
lives ; and that the perfons fo aggrieved, have no 
liope of being fpeedily relieved any other way,, 
than by the difpenfing of drugs and medicines in the 
manner they tiow are, burying alive being judged 
repugnant to the known laws of this kingdom. 

That tliere are many of the deceafed, who, by^ 
certain mechanical motions and powers, arc 
carried about town, who would have been put 
into our hands long before this time, by any 
other well-ordered government : By want of a due- 
police, in this particular, our company have bcea 
great offenders, 

^rhat freqtteni funerals contribute to prefcrve 
the genealogies of families, and the honours con- 
ferred by the crown, which are no where fo well 
illuflrated as on this folemn occafion ; to main- 
tain necejfttous clergy ; to enable the clerks to ap- 
pear in decent habits to officiate of Sundays 5 to- 
feed the great retinue oifober and melancMy men, 
who appear at the faid funerals, and who mu(i 
ftarve, without conftant and regulacr employment. 
Moreover, we deiire it may bfc remembered,, 
that by the pafling of this bill, tlie nobility and 
gentry will have their old coaches lie upon their 
hands, which are now employed by our company* 
0^3 Aad 
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And we further hope, that frequent funerals- 
will not be difcouraged,^as is by this bill prppofed, 
it being the only method left of carrying fome 
people to church. 

We are afraid,' that by the hard£hips of this bill, 
our company will be reduced to leave their bufi- 
nefs here, and praSife at Tori and Briftolj where 
the free ufe of bad medicines will hejiill allowed. 

It is therefore hoped , that no fpecious pretence whaU 
foevery will he thought fujjicient to introduce an arbi" 
trary and unlimited power^ for people to live (in de- 
fiance of art) as long as they can by the courfe 
of nature^ to the prejudice of our company, and 
the decay of trade. 

That as our company arc like to fuffer in fome 
meafure, by the power given to phyficians to dif- 
feft the bodies of malefaftors, we humbly hope, 
that the manui^£hire of cafes for ikeletons will 
be refei^ed folely to the coffin-makers. 

We likewife humbly prefume, that the inte- 
refls of the feveral trades and profeffions, which 
depend upon ours, may be regarded ; fuch as 
that of hearfes, coaches, coffins, epitaphs, and 
bell-ropes, ftone-cutters, feather-men, and bell* 
ringers ; and efpecially the manufadhirers of 
crapes 5 and the makers oi fnuffy who ufe great 
quantitie$ of old-coffins, and who, cooQdered in 
the confumption of their- drugs, employ by far 
the greateft number of hands of any manufadlurc 
of the kingdom. 
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n? the Right Honourable the Mayor and Aldermen 
of the city of London. 

The hiimble Petition of the Colliers, 
Cooks, Cook-maids, Black-fmiths, Jack- 
makers, Brafiers, and others, 

S H E W E T H, 

rHAT whereas certain virtuofty difaffcflcd 
to the government, and to the trade and 
rofperity of this kingdom, taking upon them the 
ame and title of Catoptrical Victual- 
ERs, have prefumed, by gathering, breaking, 
>lding, and bundling up the fun-beamsy by the 
elp of certain glajfesy to make, produce, and 
indie up fevcral new focuPsy or fires, within 
lefe his MajeftyV dominions, and thereby to boil, 
ike, ftew, fry, and drcfs all forts of victuals and 
:ovilions, to brew, diftil fpirits, fmelt oar, and, 
. general, to perform all the offices of culinary 
res ; and are endeavouring to procure to thcm- 
Ivcs the monopoly of their faid invention : We 
;g leave humbly to reprefeni to your Honours, 
That fuch grant or patent will utterly i*uin and 
duce to beggary, your petitioners, . then- wives, 
lildren, fervants, and trades on them depcnd- 
g ; there being nothing left to them, after the 
id invention, but warming of cellar^, and drefll 

ing 
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ing of fuppers in the winter time : That the abo- 
lifhing fo conflderable a branch of the coaftin|;<» 
trade as that of the colliers, will deftroy the no' 
vigation of this kingdom. That whereas the faid 
catoptrical viSfuallers talk of making vfe of the 
moon by night, as of theyi//i by day, they will ut- 
terly ruin the numerous body of talton/u^handlers^ 
and impair a very confiderable branch of the re* 
venue^ which arifes from the tax upon tallow and 
candles. • 

That the faid catoptrical vtSitmllers do profane 
the emanations of that glorious luminary xhe/wfif 
which is appointed- to rule the day^ and not to 
roajl mutton. And we humbly conceive, it will 
be found contrary to the known laws of this king- 
dom, to confine, foreftall, and monopolize the 
beams of the fun. And whereas the faid r^ 
toptrical viHuallers have undertaken, by burning* 
glafles made of ice, Xo roaft an ox upon the 
Thames next winter : We conceive all fuch prac- 
tices to be an incroachment upon the rights and 
privileges of the company of nvatermen. 

That the diverfity of expofition of the feveral 
kitchens in this great city, whereby fome receive 
the rays of the fun fooncr, and others later, vritt 
occafion great iiTCgularity as to the time ^ dining 
of the fevefal inhabitants, and confeqnemly great 
uncertainty and confiifion in the difpatch e/i 
bufinefs : And to thofe, who, by reafon of their 
northern expofition, will be ftill forced to be at 
the expences of culinary fires, it will reduce the 

price 
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price of their manufafture, to fuch inequality 
^3 is inconfiftent with common juftice : And the 
Tame inconveniehcy will aftcft landlords in the 
value of their rents. 

That the ufe. of the faid glafles will oblige 
cook8,*and cook-maids^ to ftudy optics and aflro* 
nomyy in order to know the due diftances of the 
faid foeu/sy or fires, and to adjuft the pofition 
of their glafles to the feveral altitudes of the fun^ 
varying according to the hours of the day, and 
the fcafons of the year 5 which ftudies, at thefc 
years, will be highly troublefome to the fiiid 
cooks and cook-maids, not to fay any thing 
of the utter incapacity of fome of them to go 
through with fuch difficult arts 5 or (which is 
ftill a greater inconvenience) it will throw the 
whole art of cookery into the hands of aftronomers 
and glais-grinders, perfons utterly unfkilled in 
other parts of that profeflion, to the great deti'i- 
ment of the health Qk( his Majefty's good fubjefts. 

That it is known by experience, that meat 
roafted with fun-beams is extremely unwhole- 
fome ; witnefs feveral that have died fuddenly 
after eating the provifions of the faid catoptrical 
mBuallers ; forafmuch as the fun-beams taken 
inwardly render the humours too. hot and aduft, 
3ccaiion great fweatings, and dry up the radical 
aaoifture. 

The fun-beams, taken inwardly^ fhed a malig- 
[lant influence upon the brainy by their natural 
tendency towards the mo&n^ s^nd. produce madnefs 
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and diftra^Uon at the time of the full moon. 
That the conftant ufe of fo great quantities of 
this inward iigbl, will occafion the growth of 
quakerifm^ to the danger of the cturcbi''''^ind of 
foetryy to the danger of the Jf ate* 

That the influences of the conftcllations, 
through which the fun pafies, will^ with hii 
bean^iS^ be conveyed into the iloodi^ and, when the 
fiin is among the horned figns, may produce 
fuch a fpirit of uficbq/lity, as is dangerous to the 
honour of your Worfhips families. 

That mankind living much upon the feeds and 

. other parts of plants, thefe being impregnated 
with the fun -beams, may vegetate and grow in 
the bowels, a thing of more dangerous confequence 
to human bodies than breeding of worms ; and 

, this will fall hcavieft upon the poor, who live 
upon roots ; and the weak and fickly, who live 
upon barley and rice-gruel, ti^c For which we 
arc ready to produce to your Honours, the opi- 
nions of eminent phyficians, that the tafte and 
property of the viftuals is much altered to the 
worfe by the faid /olar cookery ^ fricafles being 
deprived of the haut gout they acquired by being 
drcfled over charcoal. 

Lafifyy Should it happen, by an eclipfe of an 
extraordinary length, that this city (hould be 
deprived of the fun-beams for feveral months ; 
how will his Majefty's fubjefts fubfift in the 
interim, when common cookery, with the arts 
depending upon it, is totally loft ? 

In 
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In confideration of thefe, and many other in- 
conveniences, your petitioners Humbly pray, 
that yoiir Honours would either totally pro- 
hibit the confining and manufadhiring the 
fun-beams for any of the ufeful purpofes of 
life, or, in the enfuing parliament, pro- 
cure a tax to he laid upon them, which may 
anfwer. both the duty and price of coalsj and 
which we humbly conceive cailnot be lefs than 
thirty {hillings per yardfquare^ referving the 
folc right and privilege of the catoptrical coO' 
iery, to the royal fociety, and to the command- 
ers and crews of the bomb-vcflcls under the 
dircftion of Mr Whifton for finding out the 
longitude, who, by reafon of the remotenefs 
of their ftations, may be reduced to fbraits 
for want of firing. 

And we likewife beg, that your Honours, 
as to the fore-mentioned points, would 
hear the Reverend Mr Flamflead, who is 
the legal officer appointed by the govern- 
ment to look after the heavenly luminaries^ 
whom we have conflituted our trufly and 
learned folicitor* "^ 
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IT CANNOT RAIN, BUT IT POURS; 



LONDON STROWED WITH RARITIES. 



Being an account of the arrival of a white bear^ at 
the houfe of Mr Ratclijf in Bifbopfgate-Jireet : as 
alfoj of Fau/iina^ the celebrated Italian Jinging 
nuoman ; and of the copper^farthing Dean from 
Ireland : And lajlly^ of the wonderful wild man 
that was nurfed in the woods of Germany hj 
wild heajl^ hunted and taken in toyls ; how he 
behaveth himfelf Hie a dumb creature^ and is a 
Chrifian Hie one of us^ being called Peter ; ani 
how he was brought to court all in green^ to the 
great qftonifjment of the quality and gentry ^ 1726. 



WE fliall begin with a defcription of Peter 
the favage, deferring our other curiofi- 
ties to fome following papers. 

Romulus and Remus the two famous wild men 
t)f antiquity, and Orfin that of the mbdems, 
have been juftly the admiration of all mankind. 
Nor can we prefage lefs of this wild youth, as 
may be gathei-ed from that famous Mid ^^11- 
I § known' 



• \ 



IT CANNOT RAIN, titc. 193 

knowa prophecy of LlHy^s, which being now 
accompUihed* is moil c^iUf interpreted : 

When Romejball no^nd. to Bmevento^ 

And Efpagne break the Affiento ; • 

When eaghfplitjhalljly to China^ 

And Chriflian folks adore Faujtina ; 

%henjball'an oak be brought to bed 

Of creature neither taught nor fed i 

Great feats fball he atchieve 

The Po^ is now going to Benevcnto : The 
Spaniards Ikave broke their treaty : The Empe- 
ror trades to China ; and Lilly, were he alive, 
muft be convinced, that it was not the EmpreC* 
^Faujiina, that was meant in the prophecy. 

It is evident, by feveral tokeps about this wild 
gentleman, that he had a father and mother like 
one of us \ but there being no regifter of his 
ehriftening, his age is oiily to be guefled at by 
his ftature and countenance, and appeareth to be 
about tw^ve cm: thirteen. His being fo young 
was the occafion of the great difappointment of 
the kidies, who came to the drawing-room in 
fill! expectation of fome attempt upon their cha- 
ftity : So &r is true, that he endeavoured to kifs^ 
the young lady Walpole, who, for that reafon, 
is become tlie envy of the circk ; this being a de- 
elairation of nature in favour of her fuperior 
beauty. 

. Ariftotle faith, that man b the mofl mimic of 

alTaniinals «, which opinion of that great philofo- 

VoL.VH. R phcr 
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phcr is ftrongly confinned by the behaviour of 
this wild gentleman, who is endowed with that 
quality to an extreme degree. He received his 
firft impreffions at court : His manners are firft 
to lick people's hands, and then turn his breech 
upon them ; to thruft his hand into every body's 
pocket : to climb over people's heads ; and even 
to make ufe of the royal band, to take what he 
has a mind to. At his firft appearance, he feized 
on the Lord Chamberlain's ftaflF, and put on his 
hat before the King; from whence fome have 
coDJc£lured, that he is either defcended from a 
gi*andee of Spain, or the Earls of Kinfale in Ire- 
land. However, thefe are manifcft tokens of his 
innate ambition ; he is extremely tenacious of 
his own property, and #eady to invade that of 
other people. By this mimic quality he difcover- 
cdy what wild beaft had nurfed him : Obferving 
children to afk bleffing of their mothers, one 
day he fell down upon his knees to a fow, and 
muttered fome founds in that humble pofture. 

It has been commonly thought, that he is 
Ulrick's natural brother, becaufe of fome refem- 
blance of manners, and the ofBciousxare of Ul- 
rick about him ; but the fuperiority of parts and 
genius in Peter, demonftrates this to be impoiS- 
blc. 

Though he is ignorant both of antient and 
modem languages, (that care being left to the 
ingenious phyfician, whb is intrufted with his 
education) yet he diftinguiihcs objects by certain 

4bunds 
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founds framed to himfelf, which Mr Rotcnbcrg, 
who brought him over, underftands perfectly. 
Beholding one day the fhambles with great feat 
and aftonifhmenty ever fince he calls man by the 
fame founds which exprcfleth wolf. A young 
lady is a peacock^ old women magpyes and owls ; 
a beau with a toupee^ a monkey \ glafs^ ice ; blue^ 
red^ and green ribbons, he calls rainbow ; an 
heap of gold, a turd* The firft fhip he faw, he 
took to be a great beaft fwimming on her back, 
and her feet tied above her : The men that 
came out of the hold, he took to be her cubs, 
and wondered they were fo unlike their dam. 
He underftands perfeAly the language of all 
beafts and birds, and is not, like them, confined 
to that of one fpecies. He can bring any beaft 
what he caUs for, and no doubt is much mifled 
now in his native woods, where he ufed to do 
go(od offices among his fellow*citizens, and ferved 
as a mediator to reconcile their differences. One 
day he warned a flock of fheep, that were driv- 
ing to the fhambles, of their danger ; and, upon 
uttering fome founds, they all fled. He takes 
great pleafure in converfation with horfes \ and 
going to the Meiife, to converfe with two of his 
intimate acquaintances in the King's ftables, as 
he pafled by, he neighed to the horfe at Charing- 
crofs, being, as it were, furprifed to fee him fo 
high : He feemed to take it ill, that the horfe did 
not anfwer him \ but I think no-body can under- 
value his underftanding, for not being fkilied in 
fiatuary. 

R 2 He 
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. He cxpreflcth bis joy iiioft commonly by ndg^- 
iog 'y and whatever the philofophers may talk of 
then* rifibility, neighmg is a more noble exprc& 
{ion of that pafHon than laoghing, which fceutt 
to me to have fometliing fiily in it; and befides^ 
IS often attended with tears. CXfaer at^imals are 
fenlible they debafe themlelvesi by mimiicking 
laughter ; and I take it to be a general oUei<va« 
tion, that the top feGcity of mankind is ta&dhttVi^ 
monkeys and birds ; Witnefs HarteqofalSy StSLm*^ 
mbuches, and Mafquemders : On the odief 
hand}- modceys^ when they would look extreme^ 
ly filiy, endeavour to bring theinffclves down to 
mankind. LoVe heexpi-cffeth by the ^Ooing of 
z dove, and anger by the croaking of » ravto-^ 
and it is not doubted, but that he w3i ferve ta 
lime as an interpreter between us and other ani- 
mals. 

Great inflru£Uon is to be had from f his wfM 
youth, in the knowledge of Jknpks $ tind lain 
of opinion, that he ought always to attend the 
ccnfors of the college, in their vifitation df Upo* 
thecaries (hops. 

I am told, that the new * fe£^ of heth-eaten 
intend to follow him into the fields, or to beg 
him for a clerk of their kitchen ; and that there 
are many of them no^ thinking of turning their 
children into woods, to graze with the cattle, in 
hopes to raife a healthy and mdral race, refined 
from the corrupti<Mis of this Itixurious world. 

He 

* Dr Chcyne's followers. Havktf 
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He flags naturally feveral pretty tunes of his 
own compofiing, and with equal facility in the 
chromatic^ and inharmonic^ and diatonic ftile ; and 
confcqucntly muft be of infinite life to the acade- 
my, in judging of the merits of their compofcrs, 
and is the only pei-fon that ought to decide be- 
twixt Cuzzoni and Fauftina f . 

I cannot omit his firft notion of cloaths, which 
he took to be the natural Ikins of the creatures 
that*wbre them, and fccmed to be in great pain 
for the pulling off a flocking, thinking the poor 
man was a-flaying. 

I am not ignorant, that there are difaffe^ted 
people, who fay he is a pretender^ and no ge- 
nuine wild man. This calumny proceeds from 
the falfe notions they have of wild men, which 
they frame from fuch as they fee about the 
town, whofc anions are rather abfurd than wild ; 
therefore it will be incumbent on all young gentle- 
men, who are ambitious to excel in this character, 
to copy this true original of nature. 

The fcnfes of this wild man are vafHy more 
acute, than thofe of a tame one ; he can fol- 
low the track of a man, or any other beafl of 
prey. A dog is an afs to him for finding troufles / 
his hearing is more perfect, becaufe his ears not 
having been confined by bandages, he can move 
them like a drill, and turn them towards the 
foQorous objeA. 

R 3 LET 

I Two riral fingers at that time in the Ttaino operac here. 
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LET us pmy the Creator rfiJl beings^ tvild and 
tame, that as tits nvild youth, by being brought U 
court, has been made a Chrtftian ; fo fuch as are at 
court, and are no Chri/lians, may lay ajide their favage 
and rapacious nature, and return to the meeknefi of 
ike gofpel ! 
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iJlie Narrative of* Dr Robert Nqr- 
fiis, concerning Xbtjirar^e dnddfplora^ 
He phrenzfoi Mr John Deknis \ as 
ofScer of the cuftom-houfe. 

[Written in the year 171 3.] 

IT is an ackaowledged truth, that nothing 19^ 
k dear to an boneft man^ as his good namcf 
nor ought he to negledl thejuft vindicatiock of hitf 
charaAer, when it is injurioufly «iua«ked by aoy 
man. The perfon I have at prseicnt cauie to com- 
plain of, is indeed in veiy melancholy circmn- 
ftances ; it having pleafed God to deprive him kA 
his ienies^ which may extenuate the crime in himr 
Bat I fhould be wanting in my duty, not only to 
myfeif, but alfo to my fellow-creatures, to whom 
my talents nmy prove of benefit, fhould I iufier 
my profeflion or honefty to be undefervedly aC- 
perfed. I have therefore refolved to give the 
puWc an account of all that has paiTed between- 
the unhappy /gentleman andmyfelf. 

On the 90th inftant, whHe I was in my clofet^ 
pondering the cafe of one of my palientsi I heard 



* The hitloty of Mr Dennis is to be feen in Jacob's'Lires of 
Ac Poets, or in Mr Pope's Dunciad, among the .notes upon 
which the curious reader may find fome extracts from his writ- 
ings. The of^afion of this NaCrratite, fofficSently appears fnim 
the Dodor's own words. Hawkef, 
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a knocking at my door ; upon opening of whicbf 
entered an old woman with tears in her eyes, who 
told me, that without my affiance her mafter 
would be utterly ruined. I was forced to inter-' 
rupt her forrow, by enquiring her matter's name 
and place of abode. She told me, he was one 
Mr Dennis, an officer of the cuftom-houfe, who 
was taken ill of a violent phrenzy laft April, and 
had continued in thofe melancholy circumftances 
with few or no intervals. Upon this I aiked her 
fome queftions relating to his humour and ex* 
wv travagancies, that I might the .better know under 
what rfegimen to put him, when the caulie of his 
diftemper was found out. Alas ! Sir, fays Jhe^ 
this day fortnight in the morning, a poor fimple 
child came to him from the printer's: The boy 
had no fooner entered the room, hut he cried 
out. The devil 'was come. He often flares ghaft* 
fully, raves aloud, and mutters between his teeth 
the word Cator^ or Cato^ or fome fuch thing. 
Now, DoAor, this Cator is certainly a nvitch^ 
and my poor mafter is under an evil tongue ; 
for I have heard him fay Cator has bewitched 
the whole nation. It pitied my very heart to 
think, that a man of my matter's underfbmding 
and great fcholarfhip, who, as the child told 
me, had a book of his own in print, fhould talk 
fo outrageoufly. Upon this I went and laid out 
a groat for a horfe-fhoe, which is at this time 
nailed on the threfhold of his door : But I don't 
.&id my n[iatter is at all the better foi* it \ be per- 
petually 
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fStnMf ftarts, and runs to the ^window vimi atiy 
oilc -knocks, crying out, S'Jeatff f a ^^ffimprfrm 
the French King / IJhnll die in the Baftile. 

Havhog feid this, the old woman prrfemcd me 
with a Viad ctf his urine ; lipon fcxammation of 
Which, I pcrceivfcd the whole tctoiptnifticnt of hh 
bodyio be exceeding hdt, IxUxttdott itiftantly 
took my catte and my bctttFtr, land repaired to the 
pUwe w4ici*e he di*relt. 

A^en I catnip to his lodgings near Ch^rlng^ 
€Wlfs, tip three pair of ftairs, (which I fhould not 
have publffhed in this manner, but that thte 
laMtk n^/riTAf/r the place of his refidence, on jpur* 
pdft to prevent the good offices of thofe chari- 
tibte friends and^ phjfieians who might attempt 
Ms ctfre) when I came into the room, I found 
Alls iinfbrtdnate gentleman ' feated on his bed* 
With Mr Befnard Lintot bookfeller on the one 
Me of him, tod a grave elderly gentleman 'on th« 
other, who, as I have fince feairned, calls him* 
idf % grammarian r the la«ittidc of whofe couinte- 
Bflfnce was not a little eclipfed by the fullnefs of 
h» peruke. As I son a black lean man, of a pale 
vifage, and hang my cloaths on f(»newhat floven* 
lyy I no 'han^t went in, but he frowned upon 
me, atrd cried otit whh violence, ' S death ! a 
« Prenehman ! I am 'betrayed to the 'tyrant ! Who 

* could have thought the 'Qgeen would have de-i 

• liVered me up to FraAce in this treaty ; and^ 

• leaft of all, that you, my friends, would have 

* been in a conijpiracy agahift me ? ' ■ Sir, /aid 
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/» here is neither f^ot nor confpiracj, bat for 
your advantage. The recovery of your fenfes 
requires my attendance, and your friends fent 
for me on no other account. I then took a par- 
ticular furvey of his perfon, and the fiimitarc 
and difpofition of his apartment. Hb afp^ 
was furious, his eyes were rather fiery than live- 
ly, which he rolled abput in an uncommon man- 
ner. He often opened his mouth, as if he would 
have uttered fbma matter of importance, but the 
found feemed loft inwardly. His beard was 
i0 grown, which they told me he would not fufier 
to be fhaved, believing the modem dramatic 
poets had corrupted all the barbers in the town 
to take the firft opportunity of cutting his throat. 
His eye-brows were grey, long, and grown to- 
gether, which he knit with indignationj when 
any thing was fpoken, infomudi that he ieemed 
not to have fmoothed his forehead for many 
years. His flannel night-cap, which was ex- 
ceedingly begrimed with fweat and dirt, hung 
upon his left ear ; the flap of his breeches dangled 
between his legs, and the r(^ of hb ftockings 
fell down to his ancles. 

I obferved his room was hung with eld tap^hj^ 
which had feveral holes in it, caufed, as the old 
wonvan informed me, by his having cut .out of it 
the heads of divers tyrants^ the fiercenefs of 
whofe vifages had much provoked him. On all 
iides of hb room were pinned a great many fheets 
•f a tragedy called Cato> with notes on the mar- 
gin 
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;in ivith his own hand. The words ahfurd^ mort'^ 
9rotds, execrable^ were every where written in fnch' 
arge charaAers, that I could read them withoutf 
ny fpedacles. By the fire-fide lay three far- 
hings-worth of finall-coal in a Speftator, and 
l)ehind the door huge heaps of papers of the 
Tame title, ~ which his narfe informed me (he hacf 
conveyed thither out of his fight, believing they 
irere books of the black art ; for her mafter 
never'read in them, but he was either quite mopedy 
or in raving fits. There was nothing neat in the 
whole room, except fome books on the fhelves 
very well bound and gilded, whofe names I had 
never before &eard of, nor I believe were any 
where elfe to be found ; fiich as Gibraltar^ a 
nrnedy ; Remarks on Prince Arthur ; The grounds 
rfcriticifm in poetry ; An ejfay on public fpirit. The 
only one I had any knowledge of, was, a Paradife 
Loft J interleaved. The whole floor was covered 
with manufcripts, as thick as a paftry-cook*s fliop 
on a Chriftmas eve. On his table were fome ends 
of vcrfe, and of candles ; a gallipot of ink with a 
yellow pen in it, . and a pot of half-dead ale 
covered with a Longinus. 

As I was cafting my eyes round on all this odd 
frumiture, with fome eameftnefs and aftonifh- 
ment, and in a profound filence, I was on a fud- 
den furprized to hear the man fpeak in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

* Beware, Doftor, that it fare not with you 
^ as with your predeccflbr the famous Hippo- 

* crate5| 



ao4 Dr.NORIUS^s NABJUTliViE of 

* cvdtest, whom tb^.i^iftakei^ citif^as of Abden^ 

* fcnt for m this very mapAer, tg cure the pbilp- 

* iopber DemocrituiB ^ he resumed fuU of admi- 

* ration at the wifdoii} of that perfpn^ whom he 

* h^d fui^fed a lunatic^ P^hold, DoAor, il 

< was thus Ariftotk. kimi^ a^id ^U the; great 
^ ancients, fp^pt their days a^d pi^^9 w^^.up 

< IB criiticiAn^ aad beC^t all around widit their 
^ own writings. M for oie^ whom you f<se i^ 

< the fame xnm»er, he a0iMfed. I hay& pqaq ojdifff 

< difeaie than a fweUing iQ iny legs, where^ I 

* iay no more^ Hgcc your art xnay fi^r^^er ^er* 

* tifyyou.' 

I began now ^be. ia hop€s». that thiscafe h44 
beeja mifrepreiented ; and tha^ he was 0p.t {q ^ 
gone, but fom^ timely xnedioioes wgjht recov^c 
him. I therefore pix>ceeded to i;h^ proper 
queries, which) with the aQfwers; ipa^e tq /tki 
I fhall fet down in, for^i of a dialogKe,^ ia tlte Yery 
words they were. . fpoken, hecaufc } WQ^Ld ijuot 
omit the leaft circiMnAance ip thi$ i^i^ve ; and 
I call my coofdei^ce to wiiyiefe, as i^ Ujpon Qi^tji^ 
that I fhall teU the truth without a^WitiQn or 
diminution. 

J)r. Pray, Sir, how did yov ^ntra^ this* fW^U- 
ing? 

J)enii» By a criticifm. 

Z)r. A criticifm ! that's a difiemperXj(veverr^ 
pi. 

J)enti. S'dcath ! Sir, a 4ijfte.wper ! It fefto 4if* 

temper, but a noble art. J have fat fourteen 

I hours 
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liours a-day at it : And are you a dodor, and 
don't know there^ a commanication betwcen'the 
legs and the brain ? 

Dr. What made you fit ib many hoursj Sir i 
Denn. Cat<^ Sir. 

Dr. Sir5 I fpeak of your diflemper ; what gave 
you this tumour ? 

Denn. Cato, Cato, Cato. * 
Old Worn. For God's fake, DoAor, name not 
^iis evil fforit ; it is the whole caufe of his mad- 
Befi : Alas \ poor mafter is juft falling into his fits. 

• Mr LinUt. Fits! Z ! what fits? A man "< 

may well have fwellings in his legs, thsri fits writ-* 
in^ fourteen hours in a day. He got thb by the 
Rtmarh. 

Dr. The Remarks ! What are thole? 
Denn. S'death ! have you never read my Re- 
marks ? I will be damned if this dog lintot ever 
publifhed my advertifements. 

Mr Lintotk Z ' • ^ ■ ! I publifhed advertifement 
upon advertifement ; and if the bo6k be not read, ^ 
it is none of my fault, but his that made k. By 

G ) as much has been done for the book> as 

could be done for any book In ChriftendOm. - 

Dr. We do not talk of books, Sir; I fieaf 
thofe are the fewel that feed his delirium ; men* 
don them no more. You do very ill to pro* 
mote this dtfcourfe. 

I defii-e a word in private with this bthier gen- 
tlbman, who feems a grave and fenfible man^ I 
Aippofe, Sir, you are hb apothecary. 

Vol. VII. S Qem. 

* R^trks oa Cato, publtdicd by Mr D. in the yetr lyn^ 
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Gent. Siff I am his friend. 

Dr. I doubt it not. What regicnen have jou 
obfervcd, fince he has been under ^ur care? 
You remember^ I fuppofe, the pafiiq^ of Celfiis, 
which fays, If the patient on Ac third day have 
an interval, fufpend the medicaments at night. 
Let fumigations be ufed to corroborate the brain« 
I hope you have upon no account promoaed fter- 
nuation by hellebore. 

Gent. Sir, no fuch matter, you utterly miftake. 

Dr. Miftake I Am I not a phyfician ? and Aall 
an apothecary difpute my nojtirums ^— You may 
periiiaps have filkd up a preicriptioa or two of 
Ratelrff^Sf which chanced to fucceed ; and widi 
that very prefcription, injudicioufly prefcribed to 
different conftitutions, have deftroyed a multi- 
tude. Pharmacopola c^mponat, mtdicus folus fn^cri* 
hat. Fumigate him, I fay, this viery evening, 
while he is relieved by an interval. 

Denn. S'death, Sir, my friend an apodiecary ! 
a bafe mechanic ! He who, like myfdf, profefics 
the nobleft fciences in the univerfe, critidfm and 
poetry ! Can you think I would fubmit my writ* 
higs to the judgment of an apothecary ? By the 
immortals, he himfelf infcrted three whole para- 
graphs in my Remarksy had a hand in my PuWc 
Spifitf nay, affifted me in my defcription of the 
•furies and infernal regions in my Appius. 

Mr JJniot. He is an author ; you miftake the 
(entbsman, I)o£i:Or ; be has been an author thefe 
twenty years, to his bookfeUer's knowledge, and 
no nt^an's elfe. 

Denn* 
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Dtnn. h all the town in a combinatioa ? Shall 
poetry fall to the groU!;id ? Muft Our reputdticm 
be loii U> all fordiga countries ? O deftru£tion 1 
perdition ( Op^ra ! Opera 1 \ As poetry once 
raiftd dties; {b^ when poetry ^lils, cities lure 
overturned^ and the world is no more. 

Dr. He raves^ he raves. Mr Lintot, I pray 
jrou pillion dowb bb arms> that he may do no 
inifchief» 

Dim. O I lam ficki lick to:death ! 

X)r» That is a good fymptdm) a very good 
fymptCMa* To be iick to death (fay the ro^dtm 
pbyfiqians), 19 an excellent fymptom. When a 
patient is Teofible of his pain^ it is half a curc» 
Frayi, Sir^ of what are you iick ?. 

Difm. 0£ every things of every thing. I am 
iick o( the fifttiment J t of the diaion^ oi xht pr^tqfii^ 
of the epiiqfisj and the cata/lrophe. — Alas I what 
is become of the drama^ the dramu ? 

Old Worn. The dram, Sir? Mr Lintot drank 
up aU the gin juft' now ', but 111 go fetch more 
prefently. 

Denn. O fhamefiil want, fcandalous omiilion I 
By all the inimortals, here is no peripatia, no 

change of fortune in the tx-agedy ; Z ! no 

change, at all! 

Old Worn. Prayj good Sir, be not angry. 111 
fetch shan^e. 

S a Dr, 

* He wrote a treatiie proving the decay of public ipirit t« 
j^rocced from Italian operas. 
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Dr. Hold 70\ir peace, woman 3 his fit in* 
creales:. Good Mr lintoc, hold him. 

Mr Lintot. Plagae on*t I Fm damnahly afinudi 
Atj are in the right of it, and he is mad in ear* 
neft. If he fliould be reallj mad, who-the de?il 
will buy the RemarU? {Her$^ Mr UnM fcraicb' 
ed his head.'} 

Dr^ Sir, I (hall order yon the cdd bath-to* 
morrow — Mr Lintot, you are a ienfibk man-} 
pray fend: for Mr VerdierV fervant, and as yoa 
are a friend to the patient, be ib kind as to ftay 
this evening, whilft he is cupped on die head; 
The fymptoms of his madnefi ieem to be deijpe- 
rate ; for Avicen faysj that if learning be mixed 
with a brain that is not of a contexture fit to re- 
ceive it, the brain ferments,, till it be totally ex- 
hauAed* We muft eradicate thefe undigefted 
ideas out of the pericranium^ and rediice the pa- 
tient to a competent knowledge of himfelf. 

Denn. Gutiffii ftand off; unhand me, mifcre- 
ants ! Is the man, whofe whole endeavours are to 
bring the town to reafon, mad ? ^Is the man, who 
fettles poetry on the bafis of antiquity, mad? 
Dares any one ailert, there is a peripetia in that 
vile piece, that's fbifted upon the town for a 
dramatic poem ? That man is mad, the town b 
mad, the world is mad. See Longinus in my 
right hand| and Ariftotle in my left ; I am the 
onty man among the moderns that fopport them* 
Am I to be aflai&nated ? and fhall a bookfellerj j 
who hath lived upon my labours, take away that 
life> to which he owes ^ fupport ? 
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Genu By your ioive, getidemen, I apprehend 
jou not. I. muft not fee my friend ill treated \ 
ke is no tfiore afiefted with lunacy than mjfdf t 
I am aUb of the fame opinion As to the peripetia* 
——Sir, by the gravity of your countenance and. 
haMt^ I fiiould €Ofte«ive you to be a graduate 
phyfiddn> but by y^mr indecent and boi(l:erous 
treatment of thift nwut of l^rning, I perceive you- 
are A violent fertofa/^/r^ I am loath to fay 
quad, who, rather than his drugs (hould lie up- 
on his haodft, would get rid of them by cramming 
them into the mouths of others. The gentleman 
fa of gbtjd condition, found intellc£hials, and 
nnerrhig judgment : 1 beg you will not oblige me- 
to refent thefe proceedings.. 

Tntit. Were all the words that pafled atbong^ 
Us at this time ; nor was there need for more, it 
being neccflary we fliould make nfc of forcfc in- 
^c cure of my patiiMt. 

I prrritcly whifpercd the old woman, to go tO' 
Mr Verdier's in Long*- Acre, with orders to come 
immediately with cupping-glftfles; in the mean- 
time, by the affiftance of Mr Lintot, we locked 
his friend into a clofet, who, it is plain from hi^. 
kft fyeechf waslikewife touched in his intelleds $, 
after which we bonnd our lunatic hand and foot 
down to the bed-flead, where he continued in 
violent ravings, notwithftanding the moft tender 
exprefiions we could ufe to perfuade him to fub- 
mit to the operation,' till the fervant of Verdier 
• S -i arrived!. 
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arriTed. He had na fooner dapped half a do2e& 
cupping^-g^bfles oa his head, and behind his ears^ 
but the gendeman above mendonedy borfting 
open the dofet, ran fiirioufiy upon us, cut Mr 
Itennis's bandages, and kt drive at us with a vaft 
folio, whidi ibrely bruifed the fbin of Mr Lintot : 
Mr John Dennis alfo, ftsutmg up with cupjMng- 
glafles on his head, feized another folio, and with 
the fame dangeroufly wounded me in the ikuU, 
juft above my right temple. The truth of this. 
faA, Mr Verdier's iervant is ready to atteft upon 
oath, who> taking exa£): furvey of the volumes, 
found that whidi wounded my head, to be Gru- 
terus's Laffipas Cmtica: and that whidi broke Mr 
Lintot's Ihin, was Scalliger's Poetices. After this, 
Mr John Dennis, ftrengthened at once by rage 
and madnefs, fnatched up a peruke43lock, that 
{lood by the bed-fide,, and wielded it ]t)und in fo 
furious a manner,^ that he broke three of the 
cupping-glafies from the crown of his head^ fo 
that n^uch blood trickled down his vifage.^ — ^He 
looked fo ghaftly^ and his paffion was grown to 
fiich a prodigious hdght,. that myi^,. Bilr Lintot, 
and Verdier's fervant, were obliged to leave the 
room ia all the expedition imaginable. 

I took Mr Lintot home with me, in. ocder to 
have our wounds diieft,.and laid hold of that op» 
portunlty of entering into difcourie with him 
about the madnefs of this perfbn^. of whom he 
gave me the following remarkable^i^ation : 

That on the 17th of May^ }7i2K^'c^'^c^<'^ 
hours of tea and eleven in the morning'^ l^Ir John 

\ Dennis 
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Dennis entered into his ihop^ and opening one of 
the Tolomes of the Speftator, in the large paper^ 
did fnddenly, without the leaf): provocation^ tear 
out that No. — where the author treats of poeti- 
cal juftice» and caft it into the ftreet. That the 
faid John Dennis, on the 27th of March 17129 
finding on the faid Mr Lintot's counter, a. book 
called an EJ/ay on Criticifm^ juft then publifhed, 
he read a page to two with much frowning, till 
coming to thefe two lines,. 

Some have atfirftfor wits, then poets pq/T, 
7urf^d critics nexty and pro%^ i plain fiols at Iq/f^ 

He flung down the book in a terrible fury, and 
cried. By G — d be means me. 

That being in his company on a certain time, 
when Shakefpear was mentioned as of a contra- 
ry opinion to Mr Dennis, he fwore the faid 
Shakefpear was a rafcaly with other defamatory 
iEzpref&ons, which gave Mr Lintot a very ill 
opinion of the fliid Shakefpear^ 

Th^t about two months fince, he came again 
into the ihop, and caft feveral fufpicious looks on 
a. gentleman that ftood by him, after which he 
defired (bme inforovation concerning, that perfon; 
He was. no fooner acquainted,, that, the gentle- 
man was a new anthoi::, and that his firft piece 
was to bep^bliihed inu a- few days,, but he drew 
his fword upon him ; and had not myfervant 
luckily catched him by the fleeve, I, might have 
loft one author upon thi: ipot,; and another the 
next feflioDS.. 

Upon 
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•Upon rccoticfiang Ml thcfe drcttmAftnccs^ Mt 
Untot WHS Entirely of o^mmi, thM he had been 
mad for fome time (and I dmibr uot, but diii^ 
whole tuimicite tntift fitikteirtfjrnednvmee 4h€ 
world of the txcek of hh frmir^. It lAii^ ft>- 
nfiainlk, thtc I give the rettfoo^^ which obliged 
ifie» in my own vindicattotr, tO'^mMlCh dlis wh^ 
uo^ftrmniite tranfiMEtiOft^ 

In the firft place, Mr John Dsntus h*d itr* 
duftrioufly caufed to be reported, that I cfitercd 
uito hit room viet arnds^ either out of a defign- 
to deprive him of his life, or of a new play cal- 
led Coriolanus^ which he ha» had ready for the- 
ftage theft fonr years. 

Secondly, He hath gltm^ ooti abbbt fleet- 
ffrcet and the Teitiplc, that I wai ah a t to r npl ice' 
With his bookfeller, who vifittd him with intent 
to take awiy divei*s •vrftraMe ittanHfcripts, with* 
out paying him copy-moncy. 

Thhxlly, He hath toJd Others, that I -am no* 
graduate phyfician ; and that iwe bad feeti me tip^ 
On a mountebank ftage in MoOrBeldSj whcil he 
had lodgings in the college there. 

Ftnjrthly, Knowing that! had mtich praflacc 
Si the city, he reported at the Royal-Ejtchangci 
Cuftotti-Houft, and other place* adjacent, that t 
was a foreign IJt^, fcWployed by the French King: 
lo convey him into France 5 that Iboritid hnn* 
hand and fbot^, and that, If his friend had not 
burft from his confinement to his reKef, be had' 
fceen -at this hotir m the Bajftflfc. 
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All which feveral afiertions of his are fo veiy 
txtfavagantk as well as inconfiftent, that I ap- 
peal to all mankind, whether this perfoa be not 
out of his fenfes. I fhall not decline givmg and 
producing further proofs of this truth iii open 
court, if he drives the matter fb far. In the 
mean time I heartily forgive him, and pray that 
the lord quay reftore him to the foil enjoymenr 
of his underftapding ; So wiihcthi m bccomcth a 
Chriftian^ 
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Prom my haafe in Snow-hilly 
July the $otb, 17x3. 



God/ave tie ^ueen. 
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A fuB and true AccotjUT of a horriid 
and barbarous Revenge by Poison, 
on the body of Mr £dmun]> Cuiai,^ 
bpokfdler. 

Wkbifatehfblcof^yof hii LiiT WiLtand 

TBiTAIffeMT. 



HISTORY fiirniflicth us with examples of 
many fatirical authors, who have fallen 
facrifices to revenge; but not of znj boohfeUers^ 
that I know of, except the unfortunate fubjeA 
of the followuig ^aper : 1 mean Mr Edmund 
Curll, at the Bible and Dial in Fleet-ftreet, who 
was yc^i^erday poifoned hj Mr Pope, after having 
lived many years an ipftance of the mild temper 
of the Britiih nation. 

Every body knows, that the faid Mr Edmund 
Curll, on Monday the 26th inftant, publiflied a 
fatirical piece, intituled. Court Poems : in the pre- 
face whereof they were attributed to a Lady of 
quality, Mr Pope, or Gay; by which indifcrect 
method, though he had efcaped one revenge, 
there were ftill two behind in referve. 

Now, on the Wednefday enfuing, between 
the hours of ten and eleven, Mr Lintot, a neigh- 
bouring bookfeller, defircd a conference with Mr 
Curll, about fettling a title-page^ inviting him at 

the 
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%c fame time to. take a. fi;&^- togeUier. Mr 
bpcj who h not the only inftanice bow perfous 
f bright parts may ba carried ^way- bf the iafti- 
ition of the devil, found meam to convey him-» 
tf into the fame room^ under pretence of b6^ 
jiefs With Mr Lintot, who, St feet^, it^k prtn^ 
ST of 'his Homer. Thi's gentleman, ^icha lee^- 
yg coolnds, reprimanded Mr Ourll, fof wroilg- 
ally afcribiug to him the aforefaid poems : He 
xtofed himfelf, by declaring, that one of his 
uthors (Mr Oldmixion by name) gave ihct co-* 
fe to the prcfi, and wrote the prefeux^ ' Upoii 
liB Mr Pope, being to all appearance Tcconefledl 
cry drflly drank a glals of ftck to Mr Cuirllj 
iiich he as civilly pledged 5 and though the li- 
oor, in colour and tafte, diflfered not froni 
Knmon lack, yet was it phih, by the pangs thb 
nhapipy ^^oner (elt foon after, that fome pbi* 
>QOus drug had been fecretly infiiied dierein. 
About eleven o'clock he went home, where 
is wife obfcrving his colour changed, fakl. 
Are you not. fick, my dear V He replied^ 
Bloody fick ;' and incontinently fell a vomiting 
id ftraining in an uncommon and unnatural 
tanner, the contents of his vomiting being as 
reen as grafs. His wife had been juft reading 
book of her hufband^s printing concerning Jane 
Tcnham, the famous witch of Hertford, and 
er nund mifgave her, that he was henvtichedi 
at he foon let her know, that he fufpeflcd 
oifon, and recounted to her, between the inter- 
vals 
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vals of his yawnings and retchingt^ -every di^ 
cumftance of his interview with Mr Pope. 

Mr lintot) in the mean time coming in^ wu 
extremely affrighted at the fudden alteration he 
obferved in him^ ' Brother Curll,y^ £^j I fear 

* you have got the vomiting diftemper ; which I 
< have heard kills in half an hour. This comes 

* from your not fbUowing my advice^ to drink 

* old hock in a morningi as I do» and abftain 

* from fack.* Mr Curll replied in a moving 
tone, * Your author^s fack, I fear^ has done 

* my bufinefs.* • ZJ— <ls, /ays Mr Lintat, my 
f author I — ^Why did not you drink old hock ?' 
Kotwithftanding which rough remonftrancCi he 
did in the moft friendly manner prels him to 
take warm water : But Mr Curll did with great 
obftinacy refufe it ; which made Mr lintot k^ 
for, that he chofe to die, as thinking to recover 
greater damages. 

All this time the Tymptoms increafed violcDtlji 
with acute pains in the lower belly. < Brother 

* lintoti fays he, I perceive my laft hour ap* 

* proaching*, do me the friendly office to call 

* my partner, Mr Femberton, that we may 

* fettle our worldly affairs.' Mr lintot, like a 
kind neighbour, was haftening out of the roomi 
while Mr Curll raved aloud in this manner: 
< If I furvive this, I will be revenged on Tonfon; 

* it was he firft dete6led me as the printer of 
'* thefe poems, and I will reprint thefe' very 
'poems in his name.' His wife admonifbed 

I bin 
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kim not to tlunk of revenge^ but to take care 
»f his ftock and his foul : And in the fame in- 
buit, Mr Lintot^ whofe goodnefs can never be 
nough applauded, returned with Mr Femberton. 
yiter fome tears jointly fhed by thefe humane 
lookiellers^ Mr Curll being, as he fsud, in his 
>crfe£t fenies, though in great bodily pain, im» 
nediately proceeded to make a verbal will (Mrs 
^urll having firft put on his night-cap) in the 
bllowing manner : 

Gentlemen, in the firft place, I do fincere* 
y pray forgivenefs for thofe indireft methods I 
lave purfued, in inventing new titles to old books, 
mtting authors names to things they never faw, 
>ubli£hing private quarrels for public entertain- 
nent} all which I hope will be pardoned, as 
>eing done to get an honeft livelihood. 

I do alfo heartily beg pardon of all perfons of 
lionour, lords fpiritual and temporal, gentry, 
Mirgefles, and commonalty^ to whofe abufe I 
iave any or every way contributed by publlca« 
ions ; particulaxiy, I hope it will be confidered, 
that if I have vilified his Grace the Ddke of 
Marlborough, I have likewife afperfed the late 
Puke of Ormond ( if I have abufed the honour* 
ible Mr Walpole, I have alfo libelled the Lord 
Bolingbroke : So that I have preferved that equa^ 
Hiy and impartiality^ which becomes an honeft man 
in times of faction and divifion. 

I call my confcience to witnefs, that many of 

thefe things, which may feem malicious, were 

Vol. VII. T done 
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done out of charity / I have made it wholly my 
bufinefs, to print for poor difconfolate authorsi 
whom all other bookfelkrs refiiie. OQly, GckI 
blefs Sir Richard Blackmore ! ypu know he takes 
no copy-^money. . t\*^* ' 

The fecond coUecElioa of poem^-. -^li^ldicti I 
grouadlcfly called Mr Prior*8, will fell fortu^ 
thbgj and hath not yet paid the charge of the 
adveitifemeDts which 1 was obliged to publiih 
againjl him : Therefore, you may as well fuf^prdi 
the edition, and beg that gentleman's pardon in 
the name of a dying Chriftiafi, 

The French Cato, with the CrUieifm Ihewiog 
how fuperiour it is to Mr Addifon's, (which I 
wickedly afcribed to Madam Dacier) may be fup- 
prefled at a reafooable rate, being damnably tran(^ 
lated. 

I proteft I have no animofity to Mr Rqwc, 
having printed part of Caliipcedia^ and an in- 
corre<St edition of his poems, without his Ica^ 
in quarto.. Mr Oildon's Rebearfalj or Bays tb» 
younger J did more harm to me than to Mr Rowe ; 
though, upon the faith of an honeft man^ I paid 
him double for abuflng botli him and Mr Ifoft* 

Heaven pardon me for puhlifhing the Twiab (f 
Sodomy^ in an Elzevir letter ! but I humbly hope, 
my printing Sir Richard Blackmorc's JEffiiys will 
atone for them. I beg that you will take what rc^ 
mains of thefe laft, (which is near the whole iio- 
prcffion, prefents excepted) and let my poor 
widow have, in exchange, the fole prropcrty of 
the copy of Madam Mafcranny. 

[Here 
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\_H^fe Aff Pefkhiftm ihttrruptedi and wduld by 
m fn^ans tonfent to this article ; 4tbout »whichforke 
difpate migbt' have arifen unbecommg a dying perfofi^ 
if Mr Lintot had not interpofed^ and Mr Cur II 
Hftfmited.'] 

What this p$or unfortunate man J^ke afterwards ^ 
WBifi indiJlinSl^ and in fuch broken accentSy (being 
perpetually interrupted by H)dmitings) that the reader 
ft mtreiated to excufe the amfufion and imferfe^ioh of 
tbii Accent* 

Dear- Mr Pembertoti, I beg you to beware of 
Ate indiamttit at Hick's hall, fof publiftiing Ro- 
thcftei^s bav&'dy potms ; that copy will otherwifc 
be my beft le^ady-to inj^ dtar wife, and hclplefs 
child. 

The cafe of impotence WAs ttiy bfcft fupport it the 
laft long vocation. 

[//I this lafl pamgraphy Mr CurlPs voice grew 
more freCy for his vomitings abated upon his dejec^ 
tionSy ,andhe fpoke what foUonts from his clofe'JiooL'] 

For • the copies of noblemens and biiliops lajl 
Wills and teflaments^ I folemnly declare, I printed 
them not with any purpofe of defamation ; but 
merely as \ thought thofe copies lawfully pur- 
chafed frovci DoBors Commons y at one fhilling z 
||iecc. Our tradft in wills turnitig to fmall account^ 
we may divide them blindfold* 

For Mr * Man wiring's Life^ I aft: Mrs Old- 
field's pardon : Neither hisy nor my Lord Halli- 
fai^s lives^ though they .were of fei^vice to their 
T a country. 
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country^ were of any to mc j but I was refohedi 
fince I could not print their works while thcj 
Kvedi to print their lives after they were dead. 



While he was fpeaking thefc words, Mr Old- 
mixon entered. * Ah I Mr Oldaiixon,yW/a0r 
' Mr Curllf to what a condition have your 
' works reduced me I I die a martyr to that un- 

* lucky preface. However, in theie my laft mo- 
' ments, I will be juft to all men ; you ihaU haie 
' your third {hare of the Court Poems^ as was 

* ftipulated. When I am dead, where will 70U 
« find another hookfdUr f Tour Proieflant Packet 
' might have fupported you, had you writ a little 

lefs fcurriloufly ; there is a mean in all things/ 

Here Mr. Lintot interrupted. JThy not find a- 

nother boolfeller^ Brother Curll? and then took 

Mr Oldmixon afide, and whifpered him : * Sir, 

* as foon as Curll is dead, I ihall be glad to talk 
' with you over a pint at the Devil.* 

Mr Curll now turning to Mr Pemberton, 
told him he had feveral taking tttle-pagesy that on« 
ly wanted treatifes to be wrote to them ; and ear- 
ncftly defired, that when they were written, his 
heirs might have fome (hare of the profit of 
them. 

After he had faid this, he fell into horrible 
gripings, upon which Mr Lintot advifed him to 
repeat the Lord^s prayer. He defired his wife 
to ftep into the fhop for a CorHmon^prayer^ook^ 
and read it by the help of a candle without befi- 

tatioQ. 
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tation. He clofed the book, fetched a groan, 
and recomniended to Mrs Curll to give forty 
(hillings to the poor of the pariih of St Dun- 
ftan's, and a week^s wages advance to each of his 
gemlemen authors, with fomc fmall gratuity in 
particular to Mrs Ccntlivre. 

The poor man continued for fome hours, with 
all his difconfolate family about him in tears^ ex- 
pe£ting hid £lnal di^lution \ when of a fudden he 
was furprifingly relieved by a plentiful fifctid 
ftpol, which obliged them all to retire out of the 
room. NotWithftaiiding, it is judged by Sir 
Rkhard Blackmore, that the poifon is ftill ktent 
in hkbbdy, and will infalKbly deftroy him by flow^ 
degrees hi lefs than a month. It Is to be hoped^ 
the other enemies of this wretched ftationer^ will' 
not fhrther purfue their revenge, or fhbrten this 
fhort period of his miferable life* 



t aaz 3 



A further Account of the moft deplorable 
Condition of Mr Edmund Curxl, 
Bookfeller^ 



TH E public is already acquainted with the 
maimer of Mr Curll's imprifonment^ by 
a faithful, though unpolite, hlftorian of Grulv 
fireet. I am but the continuer of hb hiftory ^ 
yet I hope a doe dtftiaftion will be made betweea 
aa undignified {criUer of a iheet and a h^f, and 
the author of a three-penny ftltched book,, like 
myfelf. 

* Wit, Jaiti Sir Sacbard Blaclmore *^ proceed? 
^ from a concurrence ^ of regular and exalted 

* ferments, and an affluence of animaf ijpirits^ 

* reftified and i*efihed to a degree ei purity/ 
.On the contrary, when the ingenious parddes 

rife with the ^ital liquor, they produce an alK 
ftraftion of the rational part g^ the foul, which 
we commonly call madnefs. The verity of tha 
hypothefis,. is )uftified by the fymptoms vitb 
which the unfortunate Mr Edmund Curll book* 
. feller hath been afili^d,. ever fince his fwalloir* 
kig the pcnfon at the SVran-tavem in Ffeet-ftrcct^ 
For though the nech of his retorty which carries 
up the animal fpirits to the head, is of an extra- 
ordinary 

' * BIackixiore*s Eilays, toL L 
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ordinary length \ yet the faid animal fpirits rife 
muddy, being contaminated with tke inflamsiiable 
particles of this uncommon poifbn. 

The fymptoms of his departure from his ufusd 
temper of mind, were, at firft, ov\j /peaking dvilh^ 
to his cuftomerSf Jingekng a pig with a newpurchafei 
libelf and reftsfing tnuo^and^nine^pime Jw Sir Rich» 
ard Blackmore's EJays. 

As the poor man's frenzy increafed, he began 
to void his excrements in his M, read Rochefterh 
ha'wdj poems to his ivife^ gave Oldmixion a Jlap on 
the chopSy and would have kijfed Mr Pembertonh 
A-^ byt violence^ 

But at laft he came to fuch a pais, that he 
would dine upon nothing but copperplates ^ took a 
clyfter for a wbipt fyllabub^ and made Mr Lintot 
eat a fuppofttory for a radijhy imth bread and butter. 

We leave it to every tender wife to imagine,, 
how forely all this afflidbed poor MrsCucll : At 
firft (he privately put a bill into feveral churches, 
defiring the prayers of the congregation for a. 
wretched Jiationer^ diftempered 'dn mind» But 
when fhe was fadly convinced, that his misfbi^ 
tune was public to scU the worlds fhe writ the fol- 
lowing letter to her good neighbour Mr Lintot.. 

A true copy of Mrs Curll'^.Z^fr^ /to. Mr Lintot;. 

Worthy Mr LrNT^T, 

• VDU and alF the neighbours know too wett 
the frenzy,, with which my poor man is 

* vifitcd. 
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i Tifited. I never perceived he was oiit of hiikW 
:^ {et£| till that melancholy da^, that he thought 
' he was poifoned in a gblfi of fskk | i:qpon this 
/ he ran a-Yomking all over the houfC) nay, in 
^ the new-wa(hed di&ing-room. Alas ! this is 

* the greateft advcrfity that ever befelmypoor 
,^ man^ fince he loft one tefiieU at fchool by the 

^ bite of a black boar. Good Lord ! if he fhould 

* die, where (hould I dilpofe of xhtjldci ? trnlefs 
, * Mr Pembcrton or you wonld help a diftreflcd 

* widow ; for, God knows, he never publifhed 
, * any books that laftcd above a week, fo that if 

* he wanted daily hooks ^ we wanted daily bread. 
/ I can write no more, for 1 hear the rap of Mr 

* Curll's ivory^headed cane Upon the counter. — 
. • Pray recommend me to your paftry^cooi, who 

* furniflxes you yearly with tarts iii exchange for 

* your paper, for Mr Curll has difoblrged Ours 

* fince his fits came upon him ;-r^before that, 

* we generally lived upon baked meats. — He fe 

* coming in, and I have but juft time to put his 

* fin out of the way for fear of mifchief: So, 

* wijfhlng you a merry Eafter, I remain your 

* Moft humble fervant, 

* C. CtTRLL* 

* P. S. As to the report of my poor huibafld^s 
' ftealing o* calfy it is really groundlefs, foi- he 

* always binds mjbeeps.*^ . 
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But wc return to Mr Curll, who all Wedncf- 
day continued outrageoufly mad. On ThurC- 
day he had a lucid interval, that enabled him to 
fend a general fummons to all its authors. There 
was but one porter who could perform this of- 
fice^ to whom he gave the following bill of diree- 
tions, where to find them. This bill, together 
with Mrs Curll's original letter, lie at Mr lintot's 
fhop, to be perufed by the curious. 



InftruBions to a porter, honv to find Mr CurlTs 
authors. 

* A T a tallow-chandler's in Petty France^ 

* half way under the blind arch : Alk for 

* the hijtorian.^ 

' At the. Bed-ftead and Bolfter, a mufic- 
' houfe in Moorfields, two Tranflators in a bed 

* together. 

* At thfr Hercules and Still in Vinegar-yard, 
' a School-mafter with carbuncles on his nofc. 
' At a blackfmith's fhop in the Friers, a Pin- 

* daric Writei' in red (lockings. 

' In the Calendar-mill-room at Exeter-change, 

* a Compofer of meditations. 

' At the three Tobacco-pipes in Dog and 

* Bitch-yard, one that has been a Parfon ; he 
« wears a blue camblet-coat, trimmed witt black : 

* My bcft writer againft revealed religion. 

« At 
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* At Mr Summera a thief-catcher's,, in Lewk- 

* ner*i$ Lane, the man that wrote againft the im- 
' piety of Mr Rowe'd plajra. 

* At the Farthing-pyc-houfe in Tooting-fieldi, 

* the young man who is Writing my new Pafto- 
/ rals. 

< At the Laundreffcs, at the Hole in the Wall 

* in.Curfitor's alley, up three pair of ftaifs, the 

* author of Church^Hifterj^ — if hU flux be over. 

* — You may alfo fpeak to the gentleman, who 

* lies by him in the flock-bed » my Index-maker. 

* The Cook's * wife in Buckingham-court; 
" * bid her bring along with her the ftmiles thit 

* were lent her for the next new play. 

* Call at Budge-Row, for the gentleman you 
;• ufed to go to in the cacl-loftsl have takea away 

* the ladder i but his landlady has it in keejpiog. 

* I don't much care if you afk at the Mint for 

* the old beetle-browed critic,-— and the purblind 

* poet, at the Alley over againft St Andrcw^s, 

* Holborn. But this as you have time.' 

All thefe gentlemen appeared at the hour ap- 
pointed, in Mr Curll's dining*rOom, two except- 
ed ; one of whom was the gentleman in the 
tx>ck-loft; his landlady being out of the way, and 
the gradus ad Parnajfum taken down, the othtr 
happened to be too dofely watched by die bai- 
liffs. . 

They no fooner entered the room, but all of 
them ihewed in their behaviour fome ft^Aciw 

of 

• Mrs Ccntlivre. 
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>f each other ; fome turning away their heads 
nth an air of contempt ; others fquinting with a 
ter, that fhewed at once fear and tMdignMtim^ 
ach with a haggered abftraAed mien, the livel^r 
oflhirc offiornj/glitude^ axtd Jifirt commons, fio 
Fhan a k^per feeds his hungry charge of /yul-^ 
ares^ panthers, and of Lybian leopards, each 
yes his fSpDow with a fiery glare 2 High hnngj^ 
le bloody liver tempts their maw* Or, a3 n 
pufcwife ftands before her pales, furroundcd 
y her geefe ; they fight, they hifc, they gaggW^ 
eat their, wings, and down is.fcattercd as the 
Vlnter*s fnow, for a poor grain of oat, or tare^ 
r barley.. . Such looks fhot through the room,* 
ranfVerfc, oblique, direft } fucb was the ftir and 
[in, till Curll thus fpoke, (but without rifing 
irom the clofe-ftool) : 
f Whores ^ad.authors muft be paid before-hand, 
to put them in good humour ; therefore here 
is half a crown piece for you to drink, your 
own healths, and confufion to Mr Addifon^ 
and all other fuccefsful writers.',^: 
* Ah, gentlemen ! What have I not done ? 
what have I not fuffered, rather than the world 
fhould be deprived of your lucubrations ? I have 
takeji involuntary purges, I have been voiiiit- 
ed, tliree times have I been caned, once I was 
hunted, twice w^s nay head broke by a grena- 
dier, twice . I was tofled in a blanket ; I have 
had boxes on the ear, flaps on the chops 5 I 
have been frighted, pumped, kicked, flander- 

ed, and bcihitten. 1 hfipe^ gentlemen, you 

• arc 
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^ are all convincedi that this author of Mr Lb* 
' tot's could mean nothing elfe^ but ftarving youi 
' by poifoning me. It remains for us to confult 
' the beft and fpeedieft methods of revenge.' 

Me had feared done fpeaking, but the hiftorian 
propofed a hiftory of his life. The Exeter-Ex- 
change gentleman was for penning arddes of his 
£uth. Some pretty finart Pindarici fays the red- 
ftocking poet, would effeAually do his bufineis. 
But the index'tnaher faid, there was nothing like 
an index to his Homer. 

After feveral debates^ they came to the follow- 
ing refolutions : 

< Refolvid^ That every member of this fociety, 
( according to his feveral abilities, fhall contri- 

< bute fome way or other to the defamation of 
« Mr Pope. 

< Refolved^ That towards the libelling of the 

* faid Pope, there be a fum employed not cz- 

< ceeding fix pounds fixteen fhlllings and nine- 

* pence (not including advei*tifements.} 

< Rejolvedf That he has on purpofe. In {everai 

< f aflages, perverted the true ancient Headicn 
« fcnfe of Homer, for the more efie£hial pro- 
« pagation of the popifh religion. 

* Refolvedy That the printing of Homer's to- 
^ tles^ at this junfhire, has been the occafion of 

* all the difhirbances of this kingdom, 

'* Ordered, That Mr Barnivclt * be invited to 

I *^ 

* The key to the fock, a pamphlet written by Mr Pope, Hr 
Whitih The rape oftbt M was with great folcmDtty provtd to be 
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"* be a member of this fociety, in order to make 
"• further difcoveries/ 

* Refolvedy That a number of effeftive errata* s 

* be raifed out of Pope's Homer, (not exceeding 
^ 1 746) } and that every gentleman, who £haU 

* fend in one error, for his encouragement, (hall 

* have the whole works of this fociety gratis. 

* Refolvedy That a fum not exceeding ten ihil- 

* lings and fixpence, be diftributed among the 
^ members of this fociety, for coffee and tobacco^ in 

* order to enable them the more effeAually to 
^ defame him in coffee'^mtfn. 

* Refohedf That towards the further leiTening 
^ the character of the faid P(^, fome perfons be 
^ deputed to abufe him at ladies tea^tabJes ; and 
^ that in confideration our authors are not w^// 

* drejfed enough, Mr C y, and Mr Ke ^li 

* be deputed for that^fervice. 

« Refolvedy That a ballad be made againft Mr 
^- Pope ; and that Mr Oldmixon *, Mr Gildon f , 

* and Mrs Centlivre :(:, do prepare and bring ia ~ 

* the fame. 

Vol. VIL U * Refilved^ 

a political libel» was publiihed in the name of Efdras Barnivdt 
apothecary. Hawkff. 

* Oldmixon was ail his life a party writer for hire : And 
after haTing failificd Daniel's Chronicle in many places, he 
charged three eminent perfons with falfifying Lord Clarendon's 
Hiftory, which was difapproved by Dr Atterbury, fiiihop of 
Rocheder, the only furvivor of them. Havkef, 

f Oildon, a writer of criticifms and libels, who abufed Mr 
Fope in feveral pamphlets and books printed by Curll. Hawkef, 

\ Mrs Suiannah Centlivre, wife of Mr Centlhrre, yeoman 

«f 
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< Refolved^ That above all^ fome effedual 

* ways and means be found to increafe the joint 

* iVock of the reputation of this fociety, which 
^ at prefent is exceeding low^ and to give their 

* works the greater currency ; whether by rdf- 

< ing the denomination of the faid works by 

* counterfeit title-pages, or mixing a greater 

< quantity of the fine metal of other authors with 

* the alloy of this fociety. 

* Refolvedy That no member of this fociety, 

* for the future, mmjtout in his ale m a moi^g, 

* and that Mr B ■ ■ remove from the Hercules 
« and Still. 

* Refolved^ That all om: members, (except 

* the cook^s wife) be provided with a fuffici^nt 

* quantity of the vivifying drops^ or Byficld's. fd 

* volatile. 

« Refolved^ That Sir Richard Blackmore * be 

* appointed to endue this fociety with a large 

* quantity of regular and es^alted ferments^ in 

* order to enliven their cold fentiments (being his 

* true receipt to make wits f.)* 

Thefe refolutions being taken, the aflembly 
was ready to break up ; but they took fo near a 

part 

of the Mouth to his Majefty, wrote a fbng before fhc was feren 
years old, and many plays: She wrote alfo a ballad agiitift 
Mr Pope's Homer, before he began, it. Hawkcf. 

• Sir Richard Blackmore, in his Eflays, vol. ii. p. »70, ic- 
cufcd Mr Pope in very high and fober terms, of prophaue- 
ncf's and immorality, on the mere report of Cnrll, that he was 
author of a travcftie on the firft Pfalm. Hawkef, 
t Sec page 2a«. 
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part in Mr Curll's affliSions, that none of them 
could leave him without giving him fome advice 
to rein (late him in his health. 

Mr Gildon was of opinion, that in order to 
drive a Pope out of his belly^ he fhould get the 
mummy of fome deceafed Moderator of the Gene^ 
ral AJfembly in Scotland, to be taken inwardly as 
an efiedlual antidote againft Anilchr'ift ; but Mr 
Oldmixon did conceive, that the liver of, the pcr- 
fon who adminiftred the poifon, boiled in broth, 
would be a more certain cure. 

While the company were expeffing the thanks 
of Mr Curll for thefe demonftrations of their 
zeal, a whole pile of Sir Richard's EJJays on a ^ 
fudden fell on his head ; the fliock of which in 
to inftant brought back his delirium. He immet* 
diately rofe up, overturned the clo(e-ftool, and 
befh-t the Effays (which may probably occaiion a 
fecond edition) ; then, without putting up his breech- 
es, in a moft furious tone, he thus broke out to 
liis books, which his diftempered imagination re- 
preiented to him as alive, coming down from 
their fhelves, fluttering their leaves, and flapping 
their covers at him. 

Now, G — d damn all folios^ quarter^ oSlavos^ 
and ditodecimos ! Ungrateful varlets that you arc, 
who have fo long taken up my houfe without 
paying for your lodging ! Arc you not the beg- 
garly brood of fumbling journeymen ? bom in 
garrets among lice and tobwebs^ nurfed up on 
grey peas y bullocks liver ^ om^ porters ale f Was 

U a not 
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not the firft light you faw, the farthing candle I 
paid for ? Did you not come before your time 
into dirty Jbeets of brown paper ?— And have not 
I clothed you in double royal^ lodged you hand- 
fomely on decent Jhtlves^ laced your hacls with 
gold^ equipt you with fplendid titles^ and fent 
you into the world with the names of perfins tf 
quality? Muft I be always plagued with yon? 
Why flutter ye your leaves, and flap your covers 
at me P Damn ye allj ye wolves infieeps chMing t 
rags ye werfy and to rags ye JbaU return. Why 
hold you forth your texts to me, ye paltry y^r- 

mons ? Why cry ye, at every word to me, 

ye bawdy poems ? — ^To my (hop at Tunbridge y€ 
(hall go by G — , and thence be di*awn like the 
reft of your predcceffors, bit by bit, to the paf^ 
fage^houfe ; for in this prefent emotion of my 
bowels, how do I compaflionate thofe, who 
have great need, and nothing to wipe their breech 
with ? 

. Having faid this, and at the fame tkne recol* 
iefting that his o#n was yet unwiped, he abated 
of his fury, and with great gravity applied to 
that funftlon the unfiniflied (heet^ of the coii- 
duft of die Earl of Notdngham. 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE 
RELATION, 

Sow Mr Edmund Curll, of Fleet- 
ftreet, ftationer, out of an extraordi- 
nary defirc of lucre, went into Change- 
Alley, and was converted from the 
Chriftian religion, by certain eminent 
Jews; and how he was circumcifed, 
and initiated into their myfteries. 



AVARICE (as Sir Richard, in the tTiirdl 
page of his Eflays, hath elegandy obferved) 
f an inordhiate impulje cf the fottl towards the ^7- 
"tajjing or heaping together a fuperflutty of wealthy 
uithout the leaji regard of applying it Ut its proper 
tfes. 

And how the mind of man is poflef&d with 
his vice, may be feea every day, both in the city,, 
nd fubmbs thereof. It has-been always eftecm- 
d by Plato, Pufiindorf, and Socrates^ as' the 
uirling vice of old age : But now our youn^ men 
U J ace 
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;ire turned ufurers and ftockjobbers ; and, inftead 
of lufting after the real vnvcs and daughters of 
our rich citizens, they covet nothing but their 
money and eftates. Strange change of vice! 
when the concupifcence of youth is converted in- 
to the covetoufnefs of age ; and t^ie appetites 
are now become venal, which fliould be ve- 

KEREAL. 

In the firft place, let us (hew you how many of 
the ancient worthies and heroes of antiquity, have 
been undone and ruined by this deadly fin 6f 
avarice. 

I ihall take the liberty to begin- with Brotus, 
that noble Roman. Does not w£tian inform us, 
that he received fifty broad pieces for the afiafli- 
nation of that renowned Emperor Julius C«far, 
who fell a facrifice to the Jews, as Sir Edmund 
Bury Godfrey did to the Papifts ? 

Did not Themiflocles let in the Goths and 
Vandals into Carthage for a fum of money, where 
they barbaroufly put out the other eye of thtia- 
(lous Hannibal ? as Herodotus hath it in his 
ninth book upon the Roman medals. 

Even the great Cato, (as the late Mr Addifon 
hath very well obfci-ved) though otherwifc a gen- 
tleman of good fenfe, was not unfullied by this 
pecuniary contagion ; for he fold Athens to Ar- 
taxerxes Longimanus, for a hundred rix-dtdldrs^ 
which in our money will amount to two talents 
and thirty fejlertii^ according to Mr Demoivre's 
calculation. See Heftod in his feventb chapter of 
Feqfts and Fefiivals. 

AAuated 



^CraCUMCISION oiP E. CDRLL 435 

Aftuated bjf the fine diabolicsd tfixit oi gaifi^ 
ijOz the Ron^ad Cooftil ihot AJtibiades the Se^ 
lator with a piftdl, and robbed faiin of fevered 
vMk'M/f and cbequer^noUs^ tain fanmcnfe Taiub \ 
br which he came to an iiatlmeiy eod^ and was 
\iemcd\CbrifiiaM hurial. Heiioe comes. the t>ro^ 
lerb, intiiai $k Sytiam. 

To come near to our owu ttxncs^ and givq yott 
me modem inftance, though well known, and 
]£Den quoted b7 hifix>riaaS| vh^ Echard^ Dionyi« 
iusy Halicarnafleus, Vir^l, Horace^ and others; 
k is that I mean, of the famous. Godfrey of 
Bidlcrign, one of the greateft heroes of the hol<f 
W2r, who robbed Qeopatra Queen of Egypt of a 
diamond necklace, ear-rings, and a Tompion^ 
;o4d watch (which was given her by Marie An- 
tony) ; all thefe things were found in Godfrey's 
breeches pocket, when he was kiBcd ac the fiege 
!>fDamarcus. 

Vfho then can wonder, after fo many great 
and illuftriotts examples, that Mr Edmcund Curll 
the ftationer, fhould renounce the Chrtfiian reli^ 
gfofiy for the Mammon of u£irighteou(neis \ and 
barter his precious faith, for the filthy profpeffc 
of lucre in the prefent fluctuation o£Jlccls T. 
' It having been obferved to Mr CurU, by fome 
of his ingenious authors, (who I fear ai^ not 
oveixrhargcd with any religion) what immenfe 
fums the Jews got by bubbles *, &c. he immedi- 
ately 

^ • Bubble was a name given to all the cxtratigant projc^, for 
which fubfcriptbns were raUcd, and negotiated at vaft premi- 
ums. 
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fitdy turned his imnd from the biifiaefi, in which 
he was educated, but thrived Iittle> and refolTcd 
to quit his (hop for ^hange^Uey. Whereapoih 
£dling into company with the Jews, at their dob 
at the fign of the Crofs in ComhiU, they began 
to tamper with him upon the moft important 
points of the Chrtftian faiths whidi he for feme 
time, zealouAy, and, /ri^ a good Chri/iian^ dJU* 
hately defended. They promifed him Paradifr^ 
and many other advantages hereafter : but he art- 
fully infinuated, that he was more inclinable to 
liften to prefent gain. They took the hint, and 
promifed him, that immediately upon his ^onver- 
fion to their perfuafion, he fhould become as 
rich as a Jew. 

They made ufe of feveral other arguments^ 
to wit. 

That the wifeft man that ever was,, and inaf* 
much the richefl, beyond all peradventure waa 
a Jew, videlicet Solomon. 

That David, the man after, God^s own heart, 
was a Jew alfo : And moft of the children of 
Ifrael are fufpe^ted for holding the fame doc- 
trine. 

This Mr Curfl at firft ftrenuoufly denied, fpr 
indeed he thought them Roman Catholics ; and 
fo far was he from giving way to their tempta- 
tions, 

trms, in 'Changc-^lcy, in die year r72o :- A name, which aN 
hided to their produftion by the ferment of the South-fea, and 
not to their fplendor, emptinefs, and inutility ; for it did not 
become a name of reproach in this cafe, till time completed thft 
netaphor, and the bubble brckc, Hawkef. 
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tions, that^^ to cooTince them of his chrifHanitjTf 
he called for b. pork-grj/kittg. 

They now proniifcd, if he would poifon his 
wifty and give up his gri/king^ that he fhould 
miarrjr the rich Ben Meymoo's only daughter. 
This made fome impreffion on him. 
. :Thcy then talked to him in the Hebrew 
tongue, which^he not underftanding, it was oh* 
ferved, had very great weight with him. 

They now, perceiving that his godiinefs was 
only gain^ defifted from all other arguments, 
and attacked him on his weak fide, namely, that 
of aH/arue» . 

Upon which John Mendez offered hinii ad 
eighth of an advantageous bargain for the apofiltt 
trtidy which he readily and wickedly renounced. 

He then fold the nin^ and thirty articles for a 
hull * ; but infifted hard upon Uack^puddings^ be? 
ing a great lover thereof. . i 

Jofhua Pereira engaged to let him fhare; wit^i 
him in his b^ttwnrie ; Upon this he was perfuaded 

out 

• Bulls and hears . He who fells thtt of which he is not pof- 
fefied, is proverbially faid to fell the Jkin before h$ has caught the 
\ear. \t «•$ the prance of (K>ck-jol)bers, in the year 1710, to 
snter into contra£^ for transferring S. S. ftock at a fpture time 
for a -certain price*; 'but he who contraAed.to felU had frequent- 
ly 00 (lock to transfer, nor did he who bought intend to receive 
my in c6nfequence of tiis bat^iti : The fdler was therefore called 
I hear^ in aUniion to the piotcrb ; and the buyer a hnU^ perhaps 
>iilf as « fimilar diftioAion. The oontraA was merely a wager, 
:o be determined by the rife or fall of ftock ; if it rofe, the itller 
laid the difference to the buyer, proportioned to the fum dieter* 
SBiiied by the time comput^tioo to the ieiler. Hawkef 
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out of his Chrtftian name : But he ftill adhered 
to hlach^uddings. 

Sir Gideon Lopez tempted him with firij 
pound fubfcription in Ram^s buhble s for which he 
was content to give up the four evangeltfts^ and he 
was now completed a perfe£k Jew, all but hloAf \ 
pudding and circumcifion : for both of which he 
would have been glad to have had a difpenfatioo; 

But on the 17th of March, Mr Curll (un^ 
known to his wife) came to the tavern aforefstidk 
At his entrance into the room, he perceived a 
meagre man, with a fallow countenance, a black 
forky beard, and long veflment* In hi» right 
hand he held a large pair of flieers, and in his 
left a red-hot fearing-iron. At fight, of this, Mr 
Curll's heart trembled within him, and fain 
would he retire) but he vtras prevented by fix 
Jews, who laid hands upon him, and, unbutton^ 
ing his breeches, threw him upon the table, % 
pale pitiful fpe£tacle 1 

He now intreated them, in. the moft moviog 
tone of voice, to difpenfe with that unmanly ce- 
remonial ; which if they would confent to, he 
faithftilly promifed, that he would eat a quarter 
of pafchal lamb with them the next Sund^ty fol* 
lowing. 

All thefe proteftations availed him nothing; 
for they threatened him, that all contrafts and 
bargains ihould be void, uqlefs he would fubmit 
to bear all the outward and vifible figns of Ja« 
daifm. 

Our 
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Our apoftate hearing this, ftretchcd himfclf 
upon his back, fpread his legs, and waited for 
the operation : But when he faw the high-prieft 
take up the cleft Jtickj he roared moft unmerciful* 
I7, and fwore feveral Chriftian oaths, for which 
the Jews rebuked him. 

The favour of the effluvia that iflued from 
him, convinced the old Levite, and all his affifl- 
ants, that he needed no prefent purgation ; whera^ 
fore, without further anointing him^ he proceed- 
ed in his office \ when, by an unfortunate jerk 
upward of the impatient viAim, he loft five 
tunes as much as ever Jew did before. 

They, finding that he was too much circum- 
cifed, whichg by the Levitical laiv^ is worfe than 
not being circumcif^ at all, refufed to ftand to 
any of their contrafts : Wherefore, tlicy caft him 
forth from their fynagogue ; and Jbe now re- 
mains a moft piteous, woeful, and miferable fight, 
at the fign of the Old Teftament and Dial in 
Flcet-ftreet. His wife, poor woman, is at this 
hour lamenting over him, wringing her hands, and 
tearing her hair; for the barbarous Jews ftiU 
keep, and expofe at Jonathan's and Garrawa/s, 
the memorial of her lofs^ and Jber hufband's in- 
dignity. 
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PRAYER. 



KE E P us^ noe hefeech ihet^ from the iamb ^ 
JUch barbarous and cruel Jews^ who aibat 
they abhor the ^/W^black-puddings, yet thir/lthe) 
^yehemently after the blood of ^he-oiies. And tbdt 
ive may avoid fuch like calamities ^ may all good and 
^tvell'dijpofed Chrifians be warned^ by this* unhapfj 
nvretcFsAvoeful example f to abominate ilie' heinous fn 
o/* avarice, ivhich^ fooner or later ^ tuill draw tbem 
into the cruel clutches of Satan , Papifls^ JWx> W 
Stock-jobbers. Ainen. 



• All farms of prayer and tbankjj[ivirtgy looks of Jelfttmh *& 
being excepted in the fiat ate of i% Anne (171a) chargiag pam- 
phlets and papers contained in half a (hcet, wit^ one halfpenny} 
and every Aich paper, being one wl^ole fheet, with a ftamp-dotf 
ef one penny for every copy, Hawkcf, 
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GOD's Revekge againft Punning, 



iewing the mifcrable fates of perfonis addiftcd 
to this crying fini in court and town4 



^/TANIFOLD have been the judgments, 
^3l which Heaven, from time to time, for 
le chaftifement of a iinful people, has inSiAed 
n whole nations : For when the degeneracy be- 
)mes common, it is but juft the ptiniihment 
Lould be general. Of this kind, in our own 
nfortunate country, uras that deftruftivc pefti- 
Hce, whofc liiortality was fo fatal, as to fweep 
vBj, if Sir William Petty may be believed,. 
ve millions of Chriftian fouls, befides ^omen 
nd Jews. 

Such alfo was that dreadful conflagration en- 
iing, in this famous metropolis of London, 
iiich confumcd, according to the computation 
f Sir Samuel Morland, one hundred thoufand 
oufes, not to mention chturches and ftables. 

Scai'ce had this unhappy nation recoveredthefc 
imeft difafters, when the abomination of play- 
oufes rofe up in this land. From hence hath an 
lundation of obfcenity flowed from the court, 
nd overfpread the kingdom. Even infants diC- 
igured the walls of h'oly temples, with exorbi- 
VoL. VII. X tan* 
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tant reprefentations of the members of genera- 
tion : Nay, no fooner had they learned to fpcU, 
but they had wickednefs enough to write the 
names thereof in large capitals ; an enormity, 
obferved by travellers^ to be found in no country 
but England. 

But when whoring and popery were driven* 
hence by the happy Revolution ; ftill the nation 
fo greatly ofEendcd, that Socinianifm, Arianifm, 
and Whiftonifm, triumphed in our ftrectSj-and 
were in a manner become univerfal. 

And yet ftill, after all thefe vifitations, it hai 
pleafed Heaven to viCt us with a contagion more 
epidemical, and of confequence more fatal. This 
was foretold to us, fir ft, by that unparallelled 
eclipfe in 1714 ; fecondly, by the dreadful coruf- 
cation in the air this prefent year ; and thirdly, 
by the nine comets feen at ©nee over Soho-fquare, 
by Mrs Katherine Wadlington, and others; % 
contagion that firft crept in amongft the firft 
quality, defcended- to their 'footmen, and in- 
fufed itfclf into their ladies : I mean the woful 
pra£lice of PUNNING. This does occafion 
the corruption of our language, and therein of 
the word of God tranflated into our language, 
which certainly every fober Chriftian muft trem- 
ble at. 

Now, fuch is the enormity of this abomma- 
tion, that our very nobles not only commit pf/n» 
fling over tea, and in taverns, but even on the 
I^rd's-day, and in the king's chapel: There- 
fore, 
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fbre^ to dctcrtrien from this evil praAicC) I ihall 
give ^^me true and dreadful examples of God's 
revenge againft /«/j/?frj-. 

The Right Honourable , but it Is not fafe 

to infert the name of an eminent nobleman In 
this paper, yet I will venture to fay, that fuch 
a one has been feen ; which is all we can fay, 
confidering' the largenefs of his fieeves. This 
young nobleman was not only a flagitious punfler 
himfelf, but was acceflary to the punning of 
Others, by confent, by provocation, by conni- 
^vance, and by defence of the evil committed; 
for which the Lord mercifully fpared his neck^ 
but 2S a mark of reprobation wryed his nofe. 
. Another nobleman of great hopes, no lefs 
guilty of the fame crime, was made the puuifher 
of himfelf with his own hand, in the lofs of five 
hundred pounds at box and dice ; whereby this 
unfortunate young: gentleman incurred the heavy 
diipleafure of his aged grandmother. 

A thiild, of no lefs illuftrious extrafUon, for 
the fame vice, was permitted to fall into the arms 
of a Dalilah, who may one day cut off his curi- 
ous hair, and deliver him up to the Philiftines. 

Colonel F — ^- an ancient gentleman^ of grave 
deportment, gave into this fin fo early in his 
youth, that whenever his tongue endeavours to 
{peak common fenfe, he hefitates fo as not to 
be underftood. 

Thomas Pickle, gentlemanj for the fame crime, 
^baniihed to Minorca. 

X 2 Muley 
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Mnkj Hamet^ £noih a faeakfay and liopeM 
officer in the anny^ turned a miieraUe invaM st 
Tillmry.fort. 

' Euftace, ££]$ for the murder of rnucb of 

the king's Engiiih in Irelaxidt is quite deprived of 
hh reafon, and now remains a lively ipfta^K-^ of 
cmptinefs and vivacity. 

Poor Daniel Button^ £or the fame c^oce^ de« 
prived of his wits* 

One Samuel, an Irilhman, for hb forward 
attempt to fttfi^ was flamed in his ftature, and 
hath been vifited all his life after with tul/i and 
thunders, 

George Simmons^ fhoeiai A er at TomMe in 
Holbom, was fo given to this cuAom, and did 
it with fo much fiicceis, that his neighbosrs gave 
out he was a wit. WhTch report coming amoog 
his creditors, no-body would truft him ; fo that 
he is now a bankrupt, and his family in a mifer- 
able condition. • 

Divers etninent clergymen of the u^href*fity of 
CambridgCi for having propagi^red this vice, be- 
came great diHinkards and tot'ies. 

From i\)hkh caUmiiies^ the LQrd in his mercy de* 
fend us all^ &c. &c. 
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A wonderful Prophecy, taken from the 

. mouth of the Ipirit • of a perfon, who 

T«^$ barbaroiifly flain fey tlie Mohocks : 

Proving alfo, That the faid Mohocks and 

Hawcubites arc the Gog and Mago<^ 

mentioned in the Revelations j and tlicrc- 

. fore, that this vain and tranfitory world will 

fhortly be brought to its final difTolution^ 

"Brcatlifed forth in the year x^ia* 
JFoe! Woet Woe! 



WO E to Loodx>n ! Woe to Weftminffer I 
Woe to Southwark I and woe to the 
inhabitants thereof ! 

I am loth to fay, Woe to the old and new 
churches, thofe that are built^ and tfaoie that axe 
not built ! 

But woe to the gates, the ftreets, and the 
hoiifes ! Woe to the men, the women, and the 
diildren! For the Mohocks and Hawcu- 
Hi TBS are already come ; the time draweth near^ 
and the end approacheth. 

X 3 Not 
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Not to mention the near refemUance betwht 
the names of Mohock and Gog, Hawcu* 
BiTB and Magog, (though I think there b.a 
great deal even in that), I fhall go on to proceed 
in my more fblid arguments, proving to you, not 
only the things that are, but alfo the things 
that are not. 

The things that are, are the Mohocks and 
Hawcubites; the things that are not, are 
Gog and Magog : And yet both the things that 
are, and the things that are not, are one and the 
fame thing. 

How this matter is, or when it is to be fdlfiU 
led, neither you nor I know, but I only. 

.For when the Mohocks and Hawcu- 
BiTES came, Satan came alfo among them; and 
where Satan is, there are Gog and Magog 
alfo. 

They have the mark of the Beaft in their fore* 
heads, and the Beaft himfelf is in their hearts, 
their teeth are (harp like the teeth of Gons, their 
tails are fiery like the tails <^ fcorpions, and their 
hair is as the hair of women. 

Here the fame l^irit paufed a wiile-^and tinu 
mgain proceeded^ 

Now liften to what is to come. 

Thofe that are in fliaU abide in, and thofe that 
are out fliall abide out — Yet thofe that arc in 
fhall be as thofe that are out> and thofe that are 
out fliall be as thofe that are in* 

: . But 
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'Bat be not dejefted — '• ^Fear not— — but 

Mieve and tremble. 

The lions of this world are dead, and the 
princes of this world are dead alfo, and the next 
world draweth nigh. 

That ancient Whig, the Antichrift of St John, 
lliall lead the van like a young dragon $ but he 
ihall be cut piece-mail, and difpoSefled. 

The dragon upon Bow-church, and the grafr> 
hopper upon the Royal-exchange, fhall meet to^ 
g^er upon Stocks-market, and fhake hands 
like brethren. 

Shake therefore your heads, O ye people I 
My time is ihort, and yours is not long ; leng*.- 
then therefore your repentance, and ihorten 
your iniquities. 

Lo ! the comet appeareth in the fbuth ! yea, 
it appeareth exceedingly. Ah poor deluded 
Chriftians ! Ah Mind brethren I lliink not that 
this baleful dog-ftar only ihaketh his tail at you 
m waggery y no, it fhaketh it as a rod. It is not 
a fporting tail, but a fiery tail, even as the tail 
of a harlot ; yea, fuch a tail as may reach, and 
be told, to all pofterity. 

I am the porter that was barbaroufly flain in 
Flect-ftreet : By the Mohocks and Hawcu- 
BiTES was I flain, when they laid violent hands 
upon me. 

They put their hook into my mouth; they 
divided my noftrils afunder; theyfcnt me, as 

they 
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tbey thought, to' my long home : But iit)w I am 
returned again, to foretell their deftnl&ion. . 

The tioK is at hand, when the Free-thinkers 
of Great-Britain ihaQ be converted to Jujlaifm : 
And the Sultan (hail recdve the fbre-fkiiB of 
Toland and Coliss *, ia a box of gold. 

Yet two dajs, a day, and half a day i y&tt 
upon the twelfth hour of the fowth day, thofe 
«iiibkins of G4»cr and Magog, at the Guild- 
hsdl, ifaall. fdl to the groimd, and be broken 
afunder. Wkh them (haU periih the Mohocks 
and Hawcubites, and the whole world fliaH 
periih with them* 

Here the^trit difappeaired^ and immediately tlcre^ 
upon held his peace. 



^ A«lh«rs of fevcral books In fvvovr of isiidelity. Kfwkef* 
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From Tucfdaf Atigufl the t2th, to Thurrday 
Auguftthe I4th« 



From tie btn^roo/l, Augufi ihe ^tL 

TW O days a^go xrc Tfcre put in a* dread* 
fill conftcmation by the advance of a kite, 
wHich' threatened every minute to fall upon us : 
He made feveral motions, as if he^ defigned to at- 
tack our lefi wing, which covered our infantry. 
We were alarmed at his approach, and, upon a 
geriberal mttfter of all our forces, the kitchen- 
maid came to our reCef : But we wei^ foon con-« 
vmced, that flie had betrayed us, and was in the 
the intereft of the kite aforefaid ; for flie twifted 
off two of our companions necks, and ftript 
ihem naked: Five of us were alfo clap()ed in a 
elo/e pr'tfon^ in order tQ be fi^ld for flaves the next 
market-day. 

. P. £|*'Thp. blacky ^/p^yas laft night fafdy de- 
livered of jGbven ^wxv^diicki. 

From 
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From the garden^ -^uguft the 3^. 

The hoars have done much mifchief of late in 
thefe parts, to fuch a degree, that not a turnip 
or carrot can lie fafe in their beds. Ycftcrday^fcvc- 
ral of them were taken, and fentenced to have a 
wooden engine put about their necks, to have 
their nofes bored, and rings thruft 'through 
them^ as a mark of infiuny for fuch practices. 

From the great pond^ Augujl the ift* 

Ycfterday a hrgc fail of ducks pafled by here, 
after a fmall refiftance from two little boys, who 
flung ftones at them ; they landed near the baro- 
door, where they foraged with very good fucceis : 
While they were upon this enterprize, an old 
turkey-cock attacked a maid in a red petticoat, 
and fhe retired with great precipitation. This af- 
ternoon being fomewhat rainy, they fet fail again, 
and took feveral yr^^j-. Juft now arrived, the 
parfon^s w//J, and twenty ducks were, brought 
forth before her in order to.be tried; but for 
.what crime we know not, however two of them 
were condemned : It was alfo obferved^ that fhe 
carried off a gofling and three fucking pigs. ^ 

From the little fort at the end of the garden^ Aug. I ji 

Laft night two young^'men of this place made 
a detachment of their breeches, in order, as it is 
thought, to poffefs thcmfclvcs of the two w«> 

tura 
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tares of the faid fort } But, at their approach, 
they heard great firing froiQ the port-holes 5 they 
fpund them already bombarded by the rear-guard 
of Sarah and Suky, ^ho fearing thefc young 
men were come to beat up their quartersy defert- 
cd their necejfary pofts, which were immediately 
tal^en pofle&on of, notwithftanding they were' 
much annoyed, by reafon of feveral ftink-ppts 
that had been flung there the fame morning. 

From the bar ley- mow near the banty Auguji the 3^/. 

It was yefterday rumoured, that there was 
heard a mighty fqueeking near this place^ as of 
an army of mice, who were thought to lie in am- 
bufcade in the faid mow. Upon this the farmer 
iflembled together a council of neighbours, where-* 
in it was refolved, that the mow fhould be re- 
moved, to prevent the farther deftrudUon of the. 
forage. This day the affair was put in execu- 
tion ; four hundred and feventy-mne mice, and. 
three large rats, were killed, and a vaft number 
wounded, by pitch -forks, and other inftruments 
of hufbandiy. A moufe, that was clofe pur- 
fiied, took fheltcr under Dolly's petticoats ; but 
liy the vigilance of George Simmons, he was 
twen, as he was endeavouring to force his way 
tlirough a deep morafs, and crufhed to death on 
the fpot. There, was nothing material happened 
the next day, only Cicily Hart was obferved to 
make water under the faid mow, as fhe was go- 
mg a milking. ' 

Ffwi 
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From the gre^ y^dj Auguft the 2d. 

.It is very credibly reported, that* there is a 
treaty of marriage on foot between the old red 
cbck, and the pyed hen, (hey having of late ap« 
peared vcty much in piiBlid together s He yefter- 
day made her a prefent of three barley^-corm, fo 
that We look on this affair as concluded. This 
is the fame cOck that fought a duel for hef 
about a month ago. 

Prom the* Squirt s£o«fi. ' 

On Sunday laft there was a noble entertain* 
ment in our great hall, where v^re prefcnt the' 
parfon and the farmer : The parfbn eat like a^ 
farmer, and the farmer like a parfbn. We re» 
fer you to the curious in calculations^ to decide 
which eat moft. 

It is reported, that the mimfter chriftened a 
male child laft week, but it wants conJirmatUn. 

From the Jufiices meetings Augufi the 'jth. 

This day a jack-daw, well known ift the pa* 
rlfli, was ordered clofc prifoner to a cage, for 
crying cuckold to a juftice o'f the quorum : And the 
fame evenings certain apples, for hijlng in 2l difrc-. 
fpeftful manner as they were toajiing^ were com- 
mitted to LamVs-wools The fame day, the faid 
juftices caufed a pig lo be whipt to death, tod 
eat the fame, being convifted oifqueeking oa the 
loth of June. 
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" From the churchy Auguft th ith» 

Divine fervice is continued in our pariSi as 
Ual^ though we have feldom the company of 
ly of the neighbouring gentry ; hy whofe man- 
:r of Jiving it may be conjeftured, that the ad* 
ces from this j^ace are not credited by thcmj* 
* elfe regarded as matters of litde confequence. 

From the church^yard^ Augufl the Sth, 

The minifter, having obferved his only daugh- 
r to feem too much affeAed with the inter- 
mrfe of his bull and the cows of the parifh, 
IS ordered the ceremony, for the future, to be 
jrformcd not in his own court, but in the 
lurch-yard; where, at the firft folemnity of 
lat kind, the grave-ftones of John Fry, Peter 
bw, and Mary d^Urfey, were fpurned down, 
his has already occafioned great debates in the 
;ftry, the latter being the deceafed wife of the 
tging-ckrh of this place. 

Cafualties this iveel. 

Several cafualties happened this week, and 
le bill of mortality is very much increafed. 
here have died of xhtfaHing-Jtcknefsy two ftum«- 
ing horfes, as alfo one of their riders. Smo^ 
)ered (in onions) feven rabits. Stifled (in a fol- 
ler's breeches) two geefe. Of z/ore throat, feve- 
il jftieep and calves at the butchers. Starved ta 
VoL.VIL Y deaths 
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deathy one baftard child nurfed at the parifh 
chai*ge. Still-iorn^ in eggs of turkeys, geefe, 
ducks, and bens, thirty-fix* Drowned, nine 
puppies. Of wnd in the towels, five botdes of 
fmaU beer. I have not yet feen the exaA lift of 
the parifh-clerk, fo that for a more pardcular 
account, we refer you to our next. 

"We have nothing material as to thcjlocis, on- 
ly that Dick Adams was fet in them laft Sunday 
for fwearing. 



A true 
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A true and faithful Narrative of what 
pafled in London, during the general 
conflernation of all ranks and degrees 
of mankind, on Tuefday, Wednefday» 
Thurfday, and Friday laft. 



ON Tucfday the 13th of Oftobcr, Mr 
Whifton held his lecture near the Royal 
Exchange, to an audience of fourteen worthy 
citizens, his fubfcribers and conftant hearers. Br- 
fides thefe, there were five chance auditors for that 
night only, who had paid their fhilUngs a-piece« 
I think myfelf obliged to be very particular ia 
this relation, left my veracity fliould be fufpedk- 
ed ; which makes me appeal to the men who* 
were prefent, of which number I myfelf wai^ 
one. 'Their names are, 

Henry Watfon, haherdajher. 
George Hencock, druggtfi. 
John Lewis, dry-falter, 
William Jones, corrt'cbandler. 
Henry Theobald, nvatch^maker. 
James Peters, draper, 
Thomas Floyer, ftlver^fmith*. 
John Wells, brewer. 
Samuel Greg, Joap-hoiUr. 

Y 2 Waiiam 
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William Coolcy, fijb^monger. 
James Harper, hojier. 
Robert Tucker, fiatumer. 
George Ford, ironmonger. 
Daniel Lynch, apothecary. 

William Bennet, 

David Somers, 

Charles Lock, \ apprentices. 

Leonard Daval, 

Henry Croft, 

Afr. Whifton began by aoquaiatfog us, dilt 
(contrary to hit advertiiement) he thought hini- 
iHf, in duty and confciencey obl^d to chai^ 
the £ubjc£l «aattei* of his mtcaded dMcooHcw— -«- 
Here he paufed, luid feeoied £&t a Qnn fpaot 
«6 it were loft in dtvotiDa and tndntal fraycr^ 
after which, with great eameftdels and vehe- 
mence, he fpake at follows : 

< Fneods and f^ow-citiaens, all fpecubtivt 
^ fcience is at an end : The period of all things is 
' at hand ; on Friday next this world (hall be no 
^ more. Put not your confidence ki ine, bre- 

* thren ; for to-morrow morning, five Mfinutcs 
' after five, the truth virill be evident ; in that in- 

* ftant the comet (hall appear, of which I have 

* heretofore warned you. As ye have heard, 

* believe. Go hence, and prepare your wives, 

* your families, and friends, for the univerfal 

* change.' 

At this folemn and dreadful prediftten, the 
whole focicty appeared in the utmoft aftonifli- 

ment : 
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mcDt : But it wotdd be unjuft, not to remember 
that Mr Whiftoa himfeif was Id fo calm a temper 
as to return a fhilling asplece to the youths who 
had been difappointed of their le^ure, which I 
thought, from a man of his integrity,, a tohvin- 
cing proof of his own faith in the predi<Si:k)n. 

As we thought it a duty in charity to warn 
all men, in two or three hours the news fpread 
through thie city* At iSrft indeed our report met 
with but litde of edit, it being by our greateft deal- 
ei^ in flocks thought only a court-artifice to fink: 
ihtrnj that fome choice favourites might purchafe 
at a lower rate ; for the South^ea that very even- 
ing fell 6\c per cent^ the India eleven^ and all 
the other funds inproiportidn. But at the court 
end of the town, our atteftations were entirely dift 
believed, or turned into ridicule ; yet neverthelefei 
the news fpread every wherCj and was the fubjeft: 
matter of all convcrfation. 

That very night (as I was credibly informed) 
Mr Whifton was ftnt for to -a great Lady, who* 
is very curious ^in the learned fciences, and adt- 
di6bsd t6 all the fpeculative doubts of the moft 
able philofophers ; but he was not now to be: 
foutid : And fince at other times he has been, 
known not to decline that honour, I make nO' 
doubt he concealed himfdf to attend the great 
bufihels of his foul: But whether k was .the 
Lady's faith, or iri^uifitivenefs, that occafionedi 
her to fend, is a point I fhall not prefume to de— 
tennine. As . fbr'hb being fent for to the fecrc— 
Y 3 taryfi; 
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taiys office by a meflenger, it is now known t» 
be a matter notorioufly falie \ and indeed at fir& 
k had litde credit with me, that fo zealous and 
honeft a man (hoold be ordered into euftody^ as a 
pdHkus preacher^ wha is kno^im to be fo well a& 
fcAed to the frefent happj eflabltflimenu 

It was now I. refleiQed with exceeding trouble 
and forrow, diat I had dtfufed femily prayers 
for above &ve years, and (though it hath been a 
cuftom of late entirely neglected by men of any 
bufinefs or ftation) I determined widun myfeif 
no longer to omit fo reafonable and religious a 
duty. I acquainted my wife with my intentions : 
But two or three neighbours^ having been enga«* 
ged to^ fup with us that night,, and many hours 
being unwarily ipent at cards, I was prevailed 
upon by hec to put it o£ till the next day ; fhe 
reafoning, that- it would be time enough to. take 
off the fervants from their bufineis (which this 
praAice mufb* infallibly occafion for. an. hour or- 
XWQ every day) after the comet had made its ap»> 
pearance. 

Zachary Bowen, a quaker, and myt next 
neighbour, had no fooner heard of the prophecy, 
-*but he made me a vifit. I. informed him x>f evc^ 
ry thing I had heard, but found him q\iiie obi& 
nate in his unbelief s iotyfaid.hey be comforted, 
.:|^iend, thy tidings are impoffibiMtes^ for were 
tilefothings to happen, they muft have been for^- 
feen by Ibme of our brethren. This indeed- (as 
in all other fpiritual cafes with this Xet of pe(qp|k} 

was 
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was his only reafon againft believing tpe; and 
as he was fully perfuaded that the prediAiQn^ 
was erroneous^ he,, in a very neighbourly man«> 
ner, admonifhed me againft felling rny Jiock at 
the prefent low price ; which, he fatd^ beyond 
difpute, muft have a rife before Monday, when 
this unreafonable confternation.fhould be over» 

But on Wednefday morning (I believe to the 
exa£t calculation of MrWhifton) xht comet ap« 
peared ; for, at three minutes> after five,, by nijf 
own watch, I faw it. He indeed foretold,^. that 
it would be feen at five minutes after five ; but 
as the beft watches may be a minute or two too 
flow, I am apt to. think, h'ls calculadon. juft to a 
minute. 

In lefs than a quarter of aa hour, all Cheapfidc 
.was crouded with a vaft concourfe of people ; 
and notwithftanding it was fo early, it is thought^ 
diat through all that part of the town, there was 
not man, woman, or child, . except the fick or 
infirm, left in their bedsk From^my qwdf balcon]i% 
I am confident I f^wfeveral thoufands: in the 
ftreet, and counted at leaft ieventeen who were 
upon their knees, and feemed inaftual devouon* 
Eleven of them indeed appeared to*be old women 
of about fourfcore; the fix others were men in 
an advanced life, but (as I couldtg^efs), two of 
them might be under leventy- 

It is highly probable, that an* event o^^thif 
nature may be . pafled over by the greater hif- 
jtjorians o£ our times^. a$ conducing very little or 

nothing 
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Aochittg to die unratcinng and hying open the 
deep fehemes of politicians and mffteries of 
Amc ; for which radbn, I thonght it mi^ not 
be unacceptable to record the faAs^ which in the 
ijpace of three days^ came to my knowledge^ 
cither as an eTe-witnefs, or from nnqneftionabk 
authorities ) nor can I think this narrative wiU 
be entirely without its u&, as it may enable us 
to fbnna more juft idea of our countrymen in 
general, particukriy in regard to thdr Csidi, re» 
ligion, morals, and politics. 

Before Wednefilay noon, die belief was onT- 
serial, that the day of judgment was at hand ;: 
biibmuch that a waterman of my acqn»ntance: 
told me, he counted no lefs than one hundred 
and twenty*thrce clergymen, who had been fer- 
ried OTcr to Lambeth before twehe^o^clockv 
Thefe, it is faid^ went thitfaer- to petition^ diat 
%jbart frayer mi^ \it penned^ and oritndj there: 
being none in the fervice upon that •ocafion. 
But asy in things of this nature, ir is nece&ty 
tiut the a%tm:ii be confulldl, their requeft was 
not immediaedy comj^d with ;. and this I 
, affirm to be the true and only reafon, that the 
thurcheg were not that morning fo well attend- 
ed 5 and it is no ways to be imputed to the fears 
and conftemation of the clergy, witk which the 
free-thinkers have fince very utijuftly reproached' 
them. 

My ^fc and I went to church, (where we had' 
Mt been for many years on a week-day), and^ with^ 

a; 
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% very fergc eotigfcgatioii, were diftppoltj^d jrf 
tht fervic^. But (wh« will be ftarce credible) by 
the careledhefs of & 'prentice^ in our abfetictf, 
we had a piece of fine cathbrid carried off by %, 
(hop-lifter : fo little impreffioft was yet made oh 
the minds of thefe wicked women ! 

I cannot omit the care of a particular direifdt 
iff ihe hank: I ho{)d tfife Wbrthy and wealthy 
Itnight will forgive me^ thax I endeavour to i)6 
)nm jufticeV for it viras uhqueAionabty owing tb 
Sir Gilbert H^ithcote^s ♦ftgacity, thirt aH tfcc/^r 
i^giures were required to have a particular eye upoft 
the tank tif Engiand. Let h be recorded to hSfe 
•praiife, thati' iti the general hurry, this ftruck hlA 
IM his ^eareft attd tendertft cbncertts •, but the 
next day^i In the everwng, iftcr having taken due 
tare of al! hb bookis, bills, and bonds, I was in^ 
formed his tnind wa« wholly turned upon fpir>- 
tual matters; yet, ever and anon, he could not 
help expreffing his refeiitment againft the Toriei 
«id Jacobites, to whom he imputed that fuddeti 
run apon the hani, whkh happened on this occlH 
fion. 

A great man (whom at this rime it may not be 
prudent to name) employed all the Wedncfday 
morning, to make up luch an account as might 
appear fair, in cafe fat ibould be trailed upon to 

' produce 

* sir Gilbert HeathcoU ha4 btfbrc (tfnalizfld his care for the 
Bank, when in equal danger, by petitioning againd the Lord 
Treafurer Godolphin's being removed, as a^tneafiire that would 
dedroy the public credit. 



lut flatterers imputed to hk dread of 1 
power in a day or two \ bat I rather tak 
liis chief concern was the terror o£hein\ 
» coorty that could not be influenced, ai 
a majority of voices could avail him not) 
was oUerved too, that he had few vifii 
day : This added fo much to his mort 
that he read through the firft chapte 
book of Job, and wept over it bitterly ; 
he feemed a true penitent in every thinf 
charity to his neighbour. No bufinefi 
day done in his compiing'-boufif. It is faid 
he was advifed to reftitution ; but I nei 
that he complied with it any fiuther, ths 
ing half a crown a piece to feveral en 
ftarving creditors, who attended in the 
room. 

Three of the maids of hon§ur fent to 
mand their birth-day cloaths ; two of the 

oU tK#»ir rrJlp/Vionc of noxr^lc anH r/\mar 
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from thofe innocent freedoms and litde levhies (a 
commonly incident to young ladies of their pro« 
felEoti. So many birth-day fuits were counter- 
manded the next day, that moft of the taylors and 
mantua-makers difcharged all their joumeymeii 
and women. A grave elderly Lady, of great mi- 
dition and modefty, who vifits thefe young ladies, 
teemed to be extremely (hocked by the appre* 
henfions, that fhe was to appear naked bcfiore 
the whole world ; and no lef^ fo, that aU man« 
kind w^ to appear naked before her; which 
might fb much divert her thoughts, as to incapa^ 
citate her to give ready and apt anfwers to the 
interrogatories that might be made her. The 
maids of honour, who had both modefty and cu-> 
liofity, could not imagine the fight fb difagree- 
able as was represented ; nay, one of them went 
(b far as to fay, ihe perfectly longed to (ee it $ for 
it could not be fo indecent, when every body was 
lo be alike ; and they had a day or two to prepare 
themfelves to be feen in that condition. Upon 
this refleAion, each of them ordered a bathing- 
tub to be got ready that evening, and a looking* 
glafi to be fet by it. So much are thefe young 
ladies, both by nature and cuftom, addiAed to 
cleanly appearance. 

A weft-country gentleman told me, he got a 
church leafe filled up that morning, for the fame 
fum which had been refufed for three years fuc- 
cefllvely. I muft impute this merely to accident : 
For I cannot imagine, that any Divine could take 

the 
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ibe 9Aw9Mt$igfi of his tenaat ia fo unlimidfome t 
maopar ;. or that the fluirtnds. of tike life, was io 
the.kgft hi9 confiderttba ; though I hiive heard 
ihc lapie worthy prelate afperfed and maUgBnA 
fiooe upga this very account. 

Xbe urm being To nesir, the alarm amoi^ tha 
lUVfiXMun was inexprei&ble \ though fome ot 
tlK<a».I ^1^^ ^o\d, wereib vwi as to promife.them- 
^bvcfrfoiofi advaauge in making their defence, faf 
being varied in the pra£tice of our earthly courts. 
It:, w faid tAo> thaif feme of the chief j^eadert 
wei« heard to escprefi great faptwfiuStioa, diat 
there had been but few Jlate^triats of late yean. 
SfiiKral attomii^ demanded the return of fees, that 
had been given the lawyers : But it was anJw!ered» 
th« fisfi was undoubtedly charged to thek client, 
and that they could not connive, u fuch in|uftio» 
as to f^fier it to b^ funk in the attocpey's poc- 
kets. Our iage m& learned yf^^j- had gjreat 
confoUtion^ infoonich a$ they had not ^eadect at 
the bar for ieveval yeaj:^ ; the barrt/krs rejoiced^ 
in that they were noti a^tomUs / and the attorma 
feU no lefs iatisfa^tiooi that they wejpe notpettj^ 
fogg^rSf fcriviners^. and other nw^ncr officers Q^ 
the law. . 

As to the AKMY, far be it from me to conceal 
the truth. Eyery Ibldier's behaviour was as undif- 
mayed, and undaunted, as if nothing was to bap^ 
pen : I impute not to this to theii- want of faith, 
but to their martial dirpofitiion ; though I cannot 
help thinking they commonly accompany theic 
I commands 
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commands wkk inoi*e oaths than are requiiite, of 
which there ivas no remarkaUe diminution thi& 
morning on the parade in St James's Park. But 
IKxffibly it was by choice, and on coniideration, 
diat they continued this way of expreffion, not 
to intimidate the common foidiers, or give occa- 
0Dn to fufpeft, that even the fear of damnation 
could make any impreilion upon their fuperior 
officers. A dutl was fought the fame morning 
iietween two colonels, not occafioned (as was re- 
ported) becaufe the one was put over the other's 
•Head, that being a point which might at fuch a 
jun&ure have been accommodated by the medis^ 
tion of friends \ but as this was upon the account 
•of a Lady, it was judged it could not be put off 
at this time, above ail others, but demanded im- 
mediate fatista^ion. i am apt to believe, that a 
young officer, who delired his furgeon to defer 
putting him into a faiivation till Saturday, might 
toake this requeft, out of fome opinion he had of 
the truth of the prophecy ; for the apprehenfiOnS 
of any danger in tl^ operation, could not be his 
motive, the furgeon himfelf having affured me, 
that he had before undergone three fevere ope- 
rations of the like nature, with great refignation 
and fortitude. 

There was an order iffiied, that the chaplains 
of the feveral regiments fhould attend their duty ; 
but as they were difperfed about in feveral parts 
of England, it was believed that moft of them 
could not be found, or fo much as heard of, till 
the great day was over. 

Vol. Vn. Z Moft 
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Moft of the conliderable physicians, by 
their outward demeanor, feemed to be unbe- 
lievers ; but at the fame time, they every-wherc 
infinuated, that there might be a peftilentid ma- 
lignancy in the air^ occafioned by the cornet^ which 
might be armed againft by proper and timely 
medicines. This caution had but little effefti 
for as the time approached, the Chriftian refig- 
iiation of the people increafed, and moft of 
them (which was never before known) had their 
fouls more at heart than their bodies. 

If the reverend clergy fhowed more con- 
cern than others, I charitably impute it to their 
great charge of fouls ; and what confirmed mc 
in this opinion was, that the degrees of appreheth 
fon and terror could be diftinguifhed to be great- 
er or lefs, according to their ranks and degrees in 
the church. 

The like might be obferved in all forts of 
minifters, though not of the church of England; 
the higher their rank, the more was their fear. 

I fpeak not of the court, for fear of of- 
fence ; and I forbear inferting the names of par- 
ticular perfons, to avoid the imputation of flan- 
der, — fo that the reader will allow the narrative 
muft be deficient, and is therefore defired to ac- 
cept hereof, rather as a fketch, than a regular 
circumftantial hiftory. 

I was not informed of any perfons who fliev- 
cd the leaft joy, except three malefactors who 
•were to be executed on the Monday following, 

and 
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and one old man, a conftant church-goer, who, 
being at the point of death, exprefled fome fatif- 
Eadlion at the news. 

On Thurfday morning, there vras little or no- 
thing tranfafted in 'Change-alley : There were a 
multitude of fellers; but fo few buyers, that 
one cannot affirm the ftocks bore any certain' 
price, except imong the Jews, who this day reap- 
ed great profit by their infidelity. There were 
many who called themfelves Chriftians, who of- 
fered to buy for time ; but as thefe were people 
oi great di/iin^fionj I chufc not to mention them, 
becaufe in efieft it would feem to accufe them, 
both of avarice, and infidelity. 

The run upon the bank is too well known to 
need a particular relation ; for it never can be 
forgotten, that no one perfon whatever (except 
the direElors themfelves, and fome of their par- 
ticular friends and aflbciates) could convert a hill 
all that day into Jpecie; all hands being employed 
to ferve them. 

In the fcveral churches of the city an^ fu- 
burbs, there were feven thoufand two hundred 
and forty-five, who publicly and folemiily de- 
clared before the congregation, that they took to 
wife their feveral kept mijlrejfes^ which was allow- 
ed as valid marriage, the prieft not having time 
to pronounce the ceremony in form. 

At St Brides's church in Fleet-ftreet, Mr Wool- 
fton, (who writ againft the miracles of our Sa- 
vioiu-), in the utmoft terrors of confcience, made 

Z 2 -^ 
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a public recaotation. Dr Man^evil * (whot had 
been grooadldsly reported fbrmecty to ha^e done 
the fame) did it now in good earned at Se 
James's-gate i as did alfo, at the Temple-churchy 
federal gcQtlemea who. fire^veat coffaJ^oufis near 
the bar. So gceat was the &ulh and fear of t«a 
^ ibcoiA tbat tkejr dropt down dea^ on the 
^;>oc \ bqt I wiU AOt record their qames,, left 
I ihould be thoBght invidioufly to lay an odi- 
um on their fiMniUes and pofterxty* 

Moft of tb^. fjayersy ^ho had very little feith 
before, were now defiroos of having as much as 
they coiB^ld» and therefore embraced the Roman 
cathclic religion ; xh& fame thing was obferved of 
ibine hofwds and hdies (fpleafure. 

An Irifii gentleman, out of pare fi-jendihip^ 
came to make me a vifit, and adviied me to t^^ 
a boat for the enfuing day ; and told me, thai ua- 
lefs I gave eameft foir one immediately, he feared 
ijt might be too late ; for his cpuntry-men had 
fccured almoft every boat upon the river, as judg- 
ing, that, in the general conflagration^ to be upon 
the noater would be x\\c fafefl place* 

There were two lords^ and three commonefi^ 
who, out of a fcruple of confciencc, very haftily 
threw up their penfions, as imagining a penfiba 
W2^ only an annual retaining bribe, AU the 
other great penfioners, I was told, had their 

fcruplcs 

• Author of The fable of the hees, a book intended to fub- 
Tcrt not only. rcHgioa but virtue, by (hcwiflg that private ric« 
9ffC public benefits. 
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(iprupVes qii.ie|f^.4 by Sk^rl^rgj^im or ti^ of 4i- 

It w^s rcivfLT^\As^ th^t (ivc^al ^ o^c very 
richeft trade/men of the city, in common cj^^jlfy^ 
g^vc aw^y fhillings and fli^pences to the beggars, 
wko plyed about the chi:%rGJ|i-doovs 5. ?nd .at -sv 
particu^i^ church in ihfi ^ityj^ a wealthy c/jurcJ^-t 
warden^ \vith hU Qwa h^nds^ diilributed ^t}( 
^welve-penny loaves to the pO|Or, by way of rcft/r 
tution for the tnany great ai^d coftly fcafts whi^ 
he had eaten of at their expence. 

Three great ladies, a valet de cl;>ambrt:^ jwo 
lords, a cuftom-houfe officer, five half-pay c;|.p^ 
tains, and a baronet^j (all noted gani^ers) C^me 
publicly into a church at Weftminfler, and d/sp9T 
fited a very cpnfideraljc fum of money in -the 
punifter's hapds 5 the parties, whom they had de- 
frauded, being either out of town, or not to be 
found. But fo great is the U^rdnels of heart of 
tfeis fratei'nity, that among either the noble, or 
vujgar ga,nxefters, (though the profeffion is fp ge- 
neral), I did npt hear of any other reftitution of 
this fort. At the fame time I muft obferve, that 
^in conxparifon of thefe) through all parts of th^ 
^own, the juftice and peniteocc of the highway'^ 
mefiy houfe-breahers^ and common pick-pockets, Vra$ 
Tcry. remarkable. 

The direBors of our public companies were in 

filch dreadful apprehenfions, that one would 

Jiav^ thought a parliamentary inquiry was at 

hand ; yet fo great was tteir pi-efence of mind,, 

Z 3 that 
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that all the ThuriHay morning was taken up ii^ 
privaU transfers^ which, bjr malidons people, was 
thought to be done unth defign to conceal their 
cficAs. 

I forbear mentioning the private confeffions 
of particular indies to their hujbands : for as their 
children were born in wedlock, and of confe- 
quence are legitimate, it wonid be an invidious 
talk to record them as baftards ; and particularly 
after their feveral hofbands have fo charitably 
forgiven them. 

The evening and night, through the whole 
town, were fpent in devotions both public and 
private ; the churches, for this one day, were fo 
crouded by the nolrility and gentry, that thon- 
fands of common people were feen praying in the 
public ftrccts. In fhort, one would have thought 
the whole town had been really and ferioufly re- 
ligious. But, what was very remarkable, all the 
different perfuafions kept by themfelves } for as 
each thought the other would be damned, not 
one would join in prayer with the other. 

At length-Friday came, and the people cover- 
ed all the ftreets ; expefting, watching, and 
praying. But as the day wore away, their fears 
firft began to abate, then leffened every hour^ 
at night they were almoft extinft, till the total 
darknefs, that hitherto ufed to terrify, now 
comforted tvcrj free-thinker and aiheift. Great 
numbers went together to the taverns^ befpoke 
Cuppers^ and broke up whole hog/beads for joy. 

The 
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The fubjeft of all wit and converfation was to 
ridicule the prophecy, and.railly each other. 
All the quality and gentry were perfeBly djbained s 
nay, fome utterly difowned that they had mani- 
fefted any figns of religion. 

But the next day, even the common people, as 
well as their betters, appeared in their ufual ftate 
of indifference. They drank, they whored, they 
fworc, they lyed, they cheated, they plundered, 
they gamed, they quarrelled, they murdered. 
In fhort, the world went on in the old channel. 

I need not give any inftances of what will fo 
eaiily be credited ; but cannot omit relating, that 
Mr Woolfton advertifed in that very Saturday's 
Evening-Poft, a new treatife againft the miracles 
of our Saviour ; and that the few who had givea. 
up their penfions the day before, folicited to 
have them continued ; which, as they had not 
been thrown up upon any minifteriat point, "I 
am informed was readily granted^ 



The. 



C 27a 3 

The T A T L E R */ 

NUMBER V. 



-r-Lacer^ique^ trahit^ue 



Mollepecus. — r — Yii^ 

From Tuefday Jan, 23. to Saturday Jan. ^7. 1710. 

AMONQST other fervi^es I have met with 
froo^ forne ^riticsj^ the cruelleft for an pld 
man is^ that they will not let me be ^t <|W^t in my 
bedj but pHrfue me to my yer^ dreams. I mufl: 

not 

^ K. B. The two foilDwiDg^ Tatlbrs are not sa the four 
Yolnmes publi&ed by 1^ Iticluir4 Steele. 

In the preface of the Tatler, toI. iv. Sir Richard Steele 
/peaks thus of Dr Swift : * I have, in the dedication of the 

* fird Tolume, made my acknowledgements to Dr Swift, 

* whoie pieafant writings, in the name of Bicierftaff, created an 

* indioatinn in the town towards any thing that could appear 

* in the fame difguife. I mud acknowledge alio, that, at my 

* fird entering upon this work, a certain uncommon way of 

* thinking, and a turn in converlation peculiar to that agreeable 

* gentleman, rendered his company very advantageous to one, 

* wboie imagination was to be continually employed upon ob- 
< irious and common fubje^, though at the fame time obliged 

* to treat of them in a new and unbeaten method. His verfcs 

* on the Shovfer in to-wn, and the Defcripiion of the mormng^ arc 

* xudances of the happinefs of that genius,^ which could raifc 

* fnch pleaHng ideas upon occailons fo barren to an ordinary 
f inrcntion.* 

I 
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QOt dream, but when they pleafe \ nOr upon long 
fontinued fubje£ls, however viCon^ry in their 
Qwa natures ; becaufe there is a manifed moral 
quite through theih| which to produce as a 
dream is improbable and unnatural. The paL^ 
I might have had from this Qbje<Skion5 is pre- 
sented,, hy coofuieri^g th^y l^ave miiSid anot^y 
^gainit which I fhou^ have b^i\ at a lofs to 
defend myfelf. They i^igh^ b^ve aii;^d pe, 
whether the dreams I publifh can properly b« 
galled Lucubrations^ which is the name { have 
given to ^11 my papers, whether in volumes ov 
lulf-iheets : So m^^iifeft a contradiftipn in Ur* 
mmsy that I woAder 90 fophii^er ^ver tho\ight 
^f it. But the ether is a cavih \ remember when 
I was a bpy ^t fchQcxl, I have of^n dreamed out 
the whole paflages of the day ; that I rod^ a }oiir- 
fi^y, baicedx (upp^d, w^pt to bed^ a^d rofe nczt 
mooraif^ : And I have known young ladicsi w]^o 
could dream a whole contexture of adventures .ia 
one night, la^ge enpi^h tp make a novel. In 
youth, the imagination is ftrong, not mixed iiiritk 
cs^res, nor tinged with thofi;; paflions, that mpft 
difturb and confound it *, fuch as avarice, ambi^ 
tion, and many otliers. Now, ^s old men ^rc 
fsud to grow children again, fo in this article of 
dreaming I am i*eturned to my childhood. My 
imagination is at full eafe, without care, avance, 
or ambition, to ^log it ;.by.wl^ch> among many 
Others, I have this advantage, of doubling the 
ffli;iU rem^ipd^r of my tirn^,. ^pd living foipr %nd 

twenty 
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twenty hours in the day. However, the dream 
I am going now to relate, is as wild as can well 
be imagined, and adapted to pleafe tTiefe refiners 
upon fleep, without any moral that I can dif* 
cover. 

< It happened, that my maid left on the table 
in my bed-chamber, one of her ftory-books (as 
{he calls them) which I took up, and found 
full of ftrange impertinence, fitted to her taftc 
and condition ; of poor fervants who came 
to be ladies, zxiAferving-men of loiv degree who 
married kings daughters. Among other things 
I mtt this fage obfervation, that a lion would 
never hurt a true virgin. With this medley of 
nonfenfe in my fancy I went to bed, and 
dreamed that a friend waked me in the morn- 
ing, and propofed, for paflime, to fpend a few 
hours in feeing the parifh lions, which he had 
not done fince he came to town ; and becaufe 
they (hewed but once a week, he would not 
mifs the opportunity. I faid I would humour 
him ; although, to fpeak the truth, I was not 
fond of thofe cruel fpeftacles ; and if it were 
not fo ant lent a cuflom, founded as I had 
heard upon the wifeft maxims, I fhould be 
apt to cenfure the inhumanity of thofe who 
introduced it." All this will be a riddle to the 
waking reader, until I difcover the fcene my 
magination had formed, upon the maxim, that 
a lion would never hurt a true virgin. * I dream- 
ed, that, by a law of immemorial time, a he- 

< lion 
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* lion was kept in every parifli, at the common 

* charge, and in a place provided adjoining to 
' the church-yard ; that before any one of the 
' fair fex was married, if fhe affirmed herfelf to 

* be a virgin, fhe raufl, on her weddingnday, and 

* in her wedding-cloaths, perform the ceremgnjr 

* of going alone into the den, and fi^ay an hour 

* with the lion, let loofe, and kept faftii^g fqur 

* and twenty hours on purpofe. At a prpper 

* height above the den, were convenient galleries 

* for the relations and friends of the young 
^ couple, and open to all fpedtators. No maiden 

* was forced to offer herfelf to the lion ; but, 

* if fhe refufed, it was a di/grace to marry her, 

* and every one might have the liberty of calling 

* her a whore. And methought it was as ufual 

* a diverfion to fee the parifh lions, as with u^ 

* to go to a play, or an opera. And it was 
^ reckoned convenient to be near the churchy 

* either for marrying the virgin, if fhe efcape4 

* the trial j or for burying her bones, when th^ 

* lion had devoured the refl, as he conflantly 

* did.'* 

To go on therefore with the dream : * Wc 

* called firft (as I reinember) to fee St Dunftan'^ 
^ lion ; but we were told, they did not fhew tOr 

* day. From. thence we went to that of Covent- 
"« garden, which, to my great furprize, we found 
■* as lean as a fkeleton, when I expeflied quite the 
'^ contrary ; but the keeper faid it was no wonder 

* at all, becaufc the poor beafl had not got an 

* ounce 
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* ounce of woman's flefli fince he came into 

* the parifh. This amazed me marie than' the 
' other, and I was forming to myfelf a mighty 
« veneration for tile ladies in thatt quarter of the 
■ town ; when the keeper went xm, and laid he 
^ wondered the parifh would be at the charge of 

* maintaining a lion for nothing. Friend, ftid 
^ I, do ytni csdl it nothing to juftify the virtue 
^ 6f fo many ladies ; or "hath your lion loft his 

* xliftinguiQiing fiicuity ? Can there be any dung 

* more for the honour of yoUr parifti, than that 

* all the ladies married in yoiu* church were pure 

* virgins ? That is true, faid he, and the doftor 
« knows h to his forrOW j for there hath tiot 

* been a couple iiVarried in our church fince 

* his woffliip came amongft iis. Thie virgins 

* here-abouts are too wife to venture the claws 
^ of "the lion ; and, becaufe nobody will marry 

* them, have all entered into a vow of virginity^ 
^ fo that in prdportion we have much the largeft 
^ nunnery in the whole town. This manner 

* of ladies entering into a vow of inrginity^ be- 

* caufe they wei-e not virgins^ I eafily conceived ; 

* and my dream told me, that the whole king- 

* dom was full of nunneries plentifully ftockcd 

* from the fame reafon. 

* "We went to fee another limi, where \re 

* found much company met in the gallery. The 
"^ keeper told us, we fliould fefc fpoft enough, 

* as he called it ; and in a little time We faw a 

* young beautiful lady put into the d(«i, who 

I * walked 



( 
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f walked. t4> towards the lion with all imaginable 

* fiaettrky i|i her countenance, and looked ftuil- 
'* m$ upoij her lover and friends in the gallciy ; 

* w^h I thought nothing extraordinary, be- 

* <an^fe Jt; ^as never known that any lion had 
f \U^n ?nlft»ken. But, . however, . we were all 
^ difapppipted : For the lion lifted up his right 
*/ p^l^V.^i^icl^ w»* the fetal fign, and, advancing 
5 ioi^ikr^$ feized her by the arm, and began 
? .to^':tcar it. The poor lady gave a terrible 
^ jf^Ad^y ^ad cried out. Tie lion is ju/ly I am 
f^f^X-^^fji^J OhI $aphof Sapiol-r^fhe could fay 
figSflf^ 0iqre, for the lion gave her the coup de 
-fr^i'Wl^y..* Iqueeze in the throat, and fhe cx- 
^^pirpd at his feet. The keeper dragged away 
^•^er bodyi to feed the animal after the compa- 
^'ny^ffiorildhe gone; for the parifh lions never 

■ ^^'w^iopii in public. After a little paufe, an- 

- /fojoithjir.;: l»i^ came on towards the lion, in the 

..^fypB^,r^vitxcr a$. the former. We obferved 

: 'if'jh$i.b|&ift.fmeU her with diligence. He fcratch- 

'^'.^djboth her hands with lifting them to his 

.<r jnofe^ and, laying one of his claws on her bo- 

•. < fy'nxy drew blood : However he let her go, and 

< \at/the fame time turned from her with a fort 

*^ of .contempt ; at which fhe was not a little 

* mortified, and retired with Tome confuiion to 

f her friends in the gallery. Mcthought the 

•whole company immediately underftood the 

^ meaning of this *, that the eaunefsof the lady 

^ h^d iufiiered her to admit certain imprudent 

: Vol. VII. A a and 
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< and danganous £uniliarkie% bordering too 

< much upon what is criminal; neither was it 
' Aire, whether the lover then prefent had not 

* (omc (harers with him in tkofe freedoms, of 

* which a ladj can never be too fparing. 

' This happened to be- an extraordinary day ; 
' for a third lady came into the den, laughtng 
' loud^ playing with her fan, toiling her head, 

* and fmiiing round on the young fellows in 

* the gallery. However, the lion l^ped on 
' her with great fury, and we gave her for 
' gone ; but on a (udden he let go his. hold, 
^ and turned from her as if he were naufeated; 
^ then gave her a lafh with his tail ; after which 

* llie returned to the gallery, not the leaft out 

* of countenance : And this, it feems, was the 
^ ufual treatment of coquets. 

< I thought we had feen enough $ but my 

< friend would needs have tis go and vifitooe 
^ or two lions in the city. We called at two or 

* three dens, where they happened not to fhew ; 
' biu we generally found half a fcore young 

* girls, between eight and eleven years old, play- 

* ing with each lion, fitting on his back, and 
' putting their hands into his mouth : Some of 
' them would now and then get a fcratch ; but 

* we always difcovered, upon examining, that 

* they had been hoydening with the young ap- 

* prentices. One of them was calling to a pret- 
' ty girl, about twelve years old, who flood by 
^ us in the gallery, to come down to the lion,' 
i . • * and, 
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andy upon her refiifal, faid. Ah I Mifs Betty j we 
could never get you to come mar the lion^ Jince you 
played at hoop and hide with my brother in the 
garret, 

* We followed a couple with the wedding- 
folks, going to the church of St Mary Aix. 
The lady, though well ftricken in years, ex- 
tremely crooked and deformed, was drefled 
out beyond the gaiety of fifteen, having jum- 
bled together, as I imagined, all the tawdry re- 
mains of aunts, god-mothers, and grand-mo- 
thers, for fome generations paft. One of the 
neighbours whiTpered me, that fhe was an old 
msud, and had the cleareft reputation of any 
in the parifh. There is nothing ftrange ia 
that, thought I ; but was much furpriied, when 
I obicrved afterwards^ that fhe went towards 
the lion with diftruft and concern. The bead: 
was lying down \ but» upon the fig^t .of her^ 
fnuffi^d up his nofe two or three times, and 
then giving the fign of death, proceeded in-» 
ftantly to execution,. In the midft of her ago- 
nies, (he was heard to name the words Italy 
and artifices^ with the utmoft horror, and fe- 
▼eral repeated execrations ; ^nd at laft conclud- 
ed. Fool that I fvas^ to put f§ much confidence in, 
the toughnejs ofmyjkin ! . 

* The keeper inuncdiately fet all in order 
again for another cuftomer, which happened^ 
to be a famous prude, whom her parents^ 
after long threatenings, and much perfuafion^ 

A a 2 * bad^ 
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had^ with the extremeft di£5aitay, prevailed oa 
to accept a young handfomc goldfmith, who 
might have pretended to five times her flw- 
tunc. The fathers and mothers in the tieigh- 
bourhood, ufed to quote her for an exam()}e 
to their daughters ; her elbows were rivcttcd 
toheriidesv ttn6 hiit wh6le p^rfbh'falcM'deitd 
as to inform tveryhodj that fhc was iafraicf 
they fhould touch her. She only dreaded ta 
approach the lion becaufe it was a he-one, and 
abhorred to think a male-animal fhould pre- 
fnme to breathe on hei*. The fight of a man' 
at twenty yards cliftahce mad^ Jier draw back' 
her head. She alwiays fat npon the farther 
corner of the chair, although there were fix 
chairs between her and her lover, and with 
the door wide open, zhd Her tittle fifter in the 
room. She was never faluted but at the tip 
of thfc ear ; and Kbr'fitKir'had 'mutll ado to 
make h^r dine witnoUtheY.gloyds, when thei^e 
was a man at tabk. SheWnteired'tlie deii tHth 
fome fear, which we to6t to proceed froin 
the height of her modefty, offended at the 
fight of fo many men in the gallery. . Thc^ 
lion, bAolding her ai a diftanccl "JniJmeSiajelyj 
give the deadly figri ; at wKicb the poor Crea- 
ture (metinks J fee hbr ftill) mifcarried iq a 
fright' before us all. I'hfe Tipn' feemed to be. 
as much furprized as we, and gave her time to 
make her confefljon : Tiat Jhe was fiv^ month. 
j^ohy'hy^the'fif'^tnaH ofherfdthet^sji)op;thai this 
■*' ** . . t ^^^ 
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^ was her ihii^d Mg beliy f And wheii her friends 

♦ sUKed, iiirhyflici wbuld venture the trial? Ih^ 

♦ ^aid. Her nurfe told her^ that a Ron would rjever 

♦ hurt a winftan with child.* Upart rh1^ I irn'me- 
diatcly awaked, and could not hetp wilhing, that 
the deputy ccftifors of nif late inftittrtion, were 
endued with the fame xnftinfl: as ihefe painflk' 
Hems. 
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■ ■ ■ I ngennas didicijfe fideliter artes 
. Emollit rnores0 Ovid^ 

Tfom Saturday March 3. to Tuefday March 6. 1716.. 

From mj (fn^^ apartment in Cbanml^rowy March 5. 



THOSE inferior duties of Itfc, which the 
French call LeJ petifes morales^ or the 
fmnller morals, are with, us diftinguiihed by the- 
Aame of good manners or breeding. This I 
took upon, in the general notion of it^ tobeai 
a fort of artificial good fenfe, adapted to the 
meaneil capacities, and introduced to make man^ 
kind eafy in their commerce with each other* 
A a 2 Low 

• Tjiis Tatler fhould be hung up in every 'Squire's hall ioi 
jfo^Ia&d. Orrery^ 
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ijOfw snd fictlc T»^^* r fl f ' * * ^?* ^ % wichom ibi p^ 
rnks cf tius Vmd, wosAd be pcrpctiially wan- 
dcrizig jBtD a dionfioid Tn d crgifcci cs and int^ob- 
nijcs ID bcknioDT ; and, in tbdr onliiiarj con- 
Tei&don, fi& into the iunc b o iflc f ou s funiliari- 
ws, fSiat C3SIC oUerves axnoogft dmn, wfaea a 
cWitmirt ha}k qsote tikm jlwij the uie of thdr 
ratibai. In other JTrftrnors ^ >s odd to confideri 
thjt £ar want of c o mmon discretion, the Tery 
eni of gw>d breeding is whoDj perverted j and 
GfifitTy intcikicd to ouke ns eafy, b employed 
in liris:^ duons and £rttcn iqKXi us, in debar- 
lisg ns of OQT widies, and in crofling our moft 
irafefnaihlr dcfircs and inrtimfioos. Hus abufe 
reigns chicflj in the coDntry, as I found tch my 
vcx.iTion when I was laft there, in a vifit I made 
to a ncighboor abom two miles finom my coufin. 
As (bon as I entoiDd the parkmr, they put me 
ioto the great chair that ftood dole fay a huge 
fire, and kept me there by force nntil I wasal- 
xnoit itifled. Then a boy came in a great hur- 
ry to poll off my boots, which I in vain oppofed, 
urg^ that I muft return foon after dinner. In 
the mean time, die good lady irfiiijpered her 
cldeil daughter, and flipped a k^ imo her hand; 
the girl renimcd infiandy with a beer-gla& half 
full of apta tmrahUis and fyrup of gillyflowers. I 
took as much as I had a mind for ; but IVIadam 
vowed I fliouki driok it off, for flie was fure it 
would do me good after coming out of the cdd 
air \ and I was forced to obcvj which abfolmely 

took 
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took away my ftomach^ When dixroer came in, 
I had a-mind to fit at a diftancc £rom. the fire ^ 
but they toid me it was as much' as my life was. 
worth,, and fet me with my back juft againft iu 
Although my appetite was q^iiite gone, I was re-^ 
iblved to force down as much as I could,, and 
defircd the leg of a pulleu • Indeed,. Mr Bicrl 

* kerftafiT, fays the Lady, you mufi: eat a wing to 

• oblige mc v* and foput a couple upon my plate* 
I was perfecttted at diis rate during the whole 
meal ; as often as I called for fmall beer, the. 
maftertipped the wink, and the fervant broughtj 
me a brimmer of October. Some time after din*., 
ner, I ordered my coufin*s man, who came withj 
me, to get ready the horfes j but it was refdved. 
I fhould not ftir that night ; and when I feemed. 
pretty much bent upon going, they ordered the 
fhible-door to be locked^ and the children hid my 
cloak and boots» The next q^eftion -was, what 
would I have for (upper i I faid, I never eat any 
thing at night : But was^ at laft, in. my own de- 
fence, obliged to name the firft thing that came 
into my head. After three hours fpent chiefly 
in apologies for my entertainment, infinuating. to 
me, * That this was the worft time of the year for 
' provifions ; that they were at a great diftancc 
' from any market ; that they were afraid I 
^ fhould be ftarved ; and that they knew they 
* kept me to my lofs j* The lady went, and left 
me to her hufband j for they took fpecial care I 
ihould never be alone : As foon as her back was^ 

turnedj 
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tnrned, the Ettle Mifles ran bdckwai^s add fblr-! 
wards every moment, and conftantly as thef 
came in or trent otit made a axnefy direflly at 
me, whkh, in gdod manners, I was fbrded t6 
return with a bow, and yofir huntble JerodM^ 
frettjMifs. Exaftly at eight, the mother rautf 
up, and difcorered, by the reduefi of het- &cc, 
ibac fupper was not far off. It wa^ twice as lai^e 
as the dinner, and my perfecutibn doubled in 
proportion. I defircd, at my ufual hour, to go 
to my repoie, and was conducted to my chamber 
by the gientlcman, his lady> and the whole tnihr 
of children. - They importuned ine to drink 
ibmething' before- 1 went to bdd ; and, upon my 
refufing, at laft left a bottle kA JHtigOy as they 
called it, for fear 1 fitould wake and be thirily 
in the tright. I was forced. In the mornfng, 
tor riic iind drefs myfelf in the diatk, becanft 
they would ' not fuffer thy khifmaji'is ienrant \<s 
diftufb me at ther hcrur I dcfired to be called. I 
was no^ refolved to break through all meafures 
to get away; and, after fittbg down to a mon- 
ftrous brcakfafl of cold beef, mutton, neats 
tongues, venifon pafly, and ftale beef, took leave 
of the lamBy. But the gentleman would nccds^ 
fee me part of the way, and carry me a fliort 
cut through his own groimd, which he t6ld me 
would fave half a mile*& riding. This laft piece 
of civility had like to have coft me dear, berog 
" once or twice in danger of my neck by leaping 
over his dkche»| and at laft forced to alight \it 

the 
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the dirt^ when my horfc, having fiipped his bri- 
dle, ran ati^aty, and took as up more than an hour 
to rccoTcr him again. 

It h evident, that none of the abfurditics I 
met with in this vifiti proceeded from an ill inten-^ 
tfon^ but from a wl*ong - jddgm^nt of eOftvplaiC-' 
ance, and a mi£ippUcati<m ihthetuks 6f it. 1^ 
eaiixfot fo leafily exenfe the fiiiote refined crititjf 
up6n behavibufi who, having profefled rid other 
ftudy, are yet infinitely defeftive in the mofl 
material parts of it. Ned Fafhion hath been bred 
m his 4ifb'Wbour' court, and underfiinds to ^ 
tittle all the ptinAtUo^ 6f a drdiwing-^oom. Ht 
ylfits tnoft of the fine Wbthen hear St James's, 
and lipott every bctaiiori fays the dtileft an<f 
fohett things to them of any man breathing.' 
To Mr tfaac * he owes ati eafy Aide in his bow, 
ahd'ii' gnicefid <nidiibejr of doihi^g into a tOom t 
Bat in fome mher d^^ he is Very for frt>m be* 
mg a well-hned ptt-feh.'^ 'Hd lati^hs af trieii of far' 
fepcrior hnderftariflJhg to his'tfUm^ for W>t ^^*•' 
ing as wcH drdTcd- as himfclf 5 defpiffeth all hfs 
acquaintance who are not of quality,* and in pb-* 
blic places hath on that account often avoided 
taking notice of fome among the beft fpeakers of 
the houfe of commons. He raileth firenuoufly at 
both lynverfities, before the members of either ; 
and is never heard to fwear an oath, or break in 
upon religion and morality, except in the com- 
pany of divines. On the other hand, a man of 

right 
* A famous dandog-mafter in thoie days. 
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right fenfe hath all the eilentials of gidod breed- 
ing, although he may be wanting in the forms 
of it. Horatio hath fpent moft of his time at 
Oxford : He hath a great deal of learaingy an 
agree<ibie wit, and as much nKxlefty as may ferve 
to adorn, without concealing his other good qua- 
Kties. In that retired way of living, he feemeth to 
have formed a notion of human nature, as he 
hath found it deicribed in the writings of the 
greateft men, not as he is likely to meet with it 
in the common courfe of life. Hence it is that 
he giveth no offence, but cooverfeth with great 
deferei^ce, candour, and humanity. His bow, 
I muft confels, is fomcwhat aukward ; but then 
he hath an exteniive, univerfal, and unafiefted 
knowledge, which may perhaps a litde cxcufc 
him. He would make no extraordinary figure at 
a ballv but I can affure the hdies, in his behalf, 
and for their own rConibla^ion, that he has wri^ 
better verfe^ on the fcfx, than any man now liv« 
ing ; and is preparing fuch a poem for the prefs, 
as will tranfmit their praifesj^ and his own,, to ma* 
»y generations. 



NUM. 
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NUMBER CCXXX *. 
Thm-fday, . September 28th, 1710. 

From my ofvtt apartment , September 27/A. ' 

THE following letter hath laid before m^ 
many great add Q^hi^eft evib in the world 
of letters, which I hatl overlooked ; but it opens 
to me a very buly fcene, a^d it will require no 
fmall care and application to amend errors which 
are become fo univerfal. The affeftatign of 
politenefs is expofed in this epiftle with a great 
deal of wit and difcernment ; fo that whatever 
difcourft Imay jfiallmto hereafter upon the fub- 
\c& the writer treats of, I fhall at prefent lay the 
matter before the world, without the leaft altei'- 
ation from the words of my correfpondent* 

To 



• The letter to the l^ovd Hijh Trcafurcr upon the fiupc fub- 
^Gt with this Tatler, is printed in the (ixth of thefc volumes, p. 
S6. It is faid, that the author writ ibme other Tatlers, and fe- 
reral SpeBaiors, and furniihed hints for many more ; particular- 
ly, The tables of fame ^ The Tife ani adventures of a finlVmgy Tht 
account of England hy an In£an king, and Come others : But, as 
Bvc arc informed, he would never tcU his bell friends the par- 
ticular papers.. Dubrw edit. ' 
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To Isaac Bickerstaff, Efq; 

Sir, 
« There arc fomc abufes among us of great 
conftqucnc^, the reformation- of whkh is pro- 
perly your province, although, as far as I have 
been converfant in your papers, you have not 
yet confidered them. The& arej the deplora* 
ble ignorance that for fome years hath reigned 
among our EngUfh writers^ the great depifavitf 
of our tafte, and the continual corruptioa of 
our ftiie. I fay npthinj^ h^re of thofe who 
handle particular fc^ences, divinity, law, phy* 
Cc, and the like ; I mean the traders in hiftory 
and politics, and the Belles Lettres, together 
with thofe by whom books are not tranflatedi 
but (as the comftioip expreflion^ are) dQfif out oj 
French^ Latin^ox other languages, and madt 
Engrifi. t cannot but obferv^ to you, that, 
until of late years, a Grub-ftreet book was 
always bound' in (heep-ikin with fuitable print 
and paper, the' price" never above a (hiUmg, 
and taken off wholly by common tradefmen or 
country pedlars : But now they appear in all 
iizes and fhapes, and in all places; they ape 
handed about fi'omlapfols In every cofiee-hbufe 
to perfons of quality j are fhewn in Weftmin- 
fter-hall,. and the Court of Requefts ; 'you may 
fee them gilt, and in royal paper, of five or fix 
hundred pages, and rated accordingly. I would 
i < engage 



<: 
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^ engage to furnifh you widi a catalogue of Eng« 

^ lifh books, publifhed within the compafs offeven 
years paft, which at the firft hand would coft 

* you an' hundred pounds, iprherein you (hail not 
be able to find ten lines together, of common, 
grammar, or common ienfe*. 
' Thefe twoevils, ignorance andwaht of taftc, . 
have produced a third; I mean the continual 
corruption. of our EngUfli tongue, which, with- 
out (bme timely remedy, will fufier more by the 
£a]fe refinements of twenty years pad, than it 
hath been improved in the. foregoing hundred. 
And this is what I deiign chiefly to enlarge upi- 
on, leaving the former evils to your, animad^- 
verfion. 

^ But inftead^ of giving you a lift of the late 
refinements crept into our language, . I here 
fendyouthe copy of a letter I received feme- 
time, ago from, a moft accomp^fbed perfon in. 
this way of writing, upon which I Ihall make 

' fome remarks* It is in thefe. teuns : 

Sir, 

I covA^iCt get the things yew feht for all about: 
bwn«»— / tho't to ha* cotite down fnyfelf^ and then - 
'd ha* bro't'um.; but ha'ni don't, and I believe I 
an*t do't, thafs pozz.— Tom begins to g'imfclf 
irs hecaufe hc\ going with the j^nipo's. — 'Tif/aid 
be French jS^ing will hsLOibaozel us zgca^ which 
aufe» many {peculations* The Jacks, and others^ 
f that kidney^ are very upfilh ani ^kct u^\i^x>^v 
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at J9m nmj fit iy their jA»z*i— — Will Hasard 
has g9t the hippt, havit9g l^ to the tuDC of /t« 
btifkb^i poundf tho' ih underfiands piny very vnll^ 
no-^body better. He has promit'd me upen Bcp /0 
hene tfff play ; hityoulnomf *tis a weaknefihi^tm 
ttpi to give into, tW be has as nuuh mi at $n) 
mans no^body more : He has lain incog everfince. 
'-^Tbe mob's very quiet nvHb us now — I believe you 
tho't / banter'd you in my lafi like a country 
pot.- ■ ■ - / (han't leave town this month, 5ec* 

< This letter is in every pcnnt an admirable 
' pattern of the prefent polite way of writing ; 

* nor is it of lefs authority for being an epiftk : 

* Yoo may gather every flower of it, with a 
' thoufand more of equal fweetnefs, from the 

< books, pamphlets, and fingle papers, offer- 

< ed us every day in the cofiee^houfes. And 

< thcfe are the beauties introduced, to fupply the 

* want of wit, fenfe, humour, and leaming, 

< which formerly were looked upon as qualifi- 
^ cations for a writer. If a man of wit, who 
^ died forty years ago, were to rife from the 

* grave on purpofe, how would he be able to 

< read tliis letter ? and after he had got through 

* that difficulty I how would he be able tc^un- 

* derftaod it? The fifft thing that ftrikesyouf 

< eye, i* the breaks at the end of ahnoft every 

* fentcnce ; of which I know not the ufe,— only 

* that it is a refinement, and very frequent^ 

* praftifed. Then you will obferve the abbrevia* 

* tions and elifions, by which confbttiants of moft 
' obdurate (oundt «rt *^<&tk!t^Ao^t.>3cLtt^ vrkhotit 
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< tmt foftetiing towcI to intdr^ene r And att thi^ 

* only to make one fylUble of moy dlreAly con* 

* trary to the examf^s of the Grtekis and Ro- 
^ mans \ altogether of the Gothic ftraloy and of 

* a natural tendency towards relapfing into Mr- 
' barjty, which delights in mondfyUables,' and 

< uniting of mute conibnants ; as it is obfef vabld 
' in all the northern languages. And this i^ 

< ftill more vifible in the next refinement, which 

< confifteth in pronouncing the firft fyllable in a 
' word that hath manfi and difmiffing the reft • 

* fuch as phi%z. hipps. mobb. pcza. tip. and many^ 
' more •, when we are already overloaded irith' 

< monofyllables, which are the difgrace of our 
' language. Thus we cram one fyllaUe, and 

* cut off the reft \ as the owl fattened her mice 

< after ftie had Wt off thdr legs, to prevent them 
^ from running away : And if out's be the fame' 
^ reafon for maiming of words, it t^ould cer- 

* tainly anfwer the end \ for I am furc no other 

* nation wiU defire to borrow them. Some 

< words are hitherto but fairly fplit, and there- 

* fore only in their way to perffe^ion, as incog. 

< and plenipo. ; but in a fhort timei it is to be 
« hoped they will be further docked^ to inc. and 
« phn. This refleAion hath made me of late 
« years very impatient for a peace, which I be- 

* lieve will fave the lives of many brave words as 
« well as men. The war hath introduced abun- 

* dance of polyfyllaWes, which will never be 

* able to live many more campaigtts. Specula^ 

* fwifj ipifaiUns^ preliminaries^ ambojjaiors > ^a- 

B b a * UJadoes, 



spa THETATLKKl N^ija 



i«/f . cwwiumcatiofify circumvaUatiohsy hUa* 
^ lionsy as numerous as the^are, if thej attack 

* us too frequently in our cofiee-houTeS) we 

* {ball certainly put them to flighty and cutoff 
^ the rear. 

* The third refinement ob{ervahIe in, the kt- 
^ ter I fend you, confifteth in the choice of cer«> 

* tain* words, invented by fome pretty, feliows r 

* fuch as banter, brnmboozUy ctmntty put, andii^ 
^ ney, as it is there applied.; fome of which are 
*^ now ftruggling for the vogue, and. others are 

* in poileilion.of it. I have done my utmoft for 

* fome years paft, to^ftop the progreis of mob and 

* banter:, but have been plainly borne down by 
, * numbers, and betrayed by thofe who promifed* 

^ to affift me. 

* In the laft place, you are to take notice of 
^ certain choice phrafes fcattered through the 

< letter ;. fome. of them tolerable, enough, tilt 

* they were worn to rags byfervile imitators. 
^- You might eaiily find them, although they 

* were not in difierent print, and therefore I* 
^ need not difturb them. 

* Thefe are the faHe refinements in our flyle, 
*• which you ought to correft ; firft, by argu**^ 
' ments and £air means : But if thofe fail, I think' 
^ you are to make ufi: of your authority as' 
^ cenfor, and, by an annual ://7d!fAf< expurgatorius, 
^ expunge all words and.phraies that are ofien- 

< five to good fenfe,, and condemn 'thoie barba-^ 

* rous mutilations of vowels and fyllaWes. In' 
^ this-Iaft point, the ufual pretence is, that they 
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fpell as they fpeak : A noble ftandard for lan-r 
goage ! to depend upon the caprice of every 
coxcombj who, becaufe words are the cloath-r 
ing of our thoughts, cuts them out and fhapes 
them as he plcafeth, and changes them oftener 
than his drefs. I believe all reafonablc people 
would be content, that fuch refiners were 
more fparing of their word^, and liberal in 
their fyllables. On this head I fliould be glad 
yott would beftow fomic advice upon feveri*! 
young readers in our churches, who, coming 
up from the univerfity full fraught with admi* 
ration of our town politenefsj will needs cor^ 
reft the flyle of their prayer-books. In read- 
ing the abfolution, they are very careful to fay 
parJkms and ahfolves / and in the prayer for the 
Royal Family, it muft be, Ehdt/um^ enricVum^ 
profpef^untf and brin^um : Then, in their fer^ 
mons, they ufe all the modern terms of art, /bantf 
bafiterf mok, hubhltj bullj^ fUttiagf Jbuffiing^ and 
palming : All which, and many more of thciike 
ftamp, as I have heard them oft^i in the pul- 
pit from fome young ibphifters, fo I have read 
them in fome of thoft fermohs that have made a 
great no'tfe of late. The defign, it fcems, 19 to 
avoid the dreadful imputation of pedantry; 
' to (hew us, that they Inow the town^ under/land 
men and manners^ and have not been poring 
upon old unfafhionable books in the univerfity. 
* I fhould be glad to fee you the inftrumcnt 
of introducing into our fl^yle, that fimplicity 
B b 3 * which 
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• which is the bcft and trueft ornament of t 
^ things in human life, which the politer 
^ always aimed at in their building and di 

• (ftmplex munditiisjt as weH as their produft 
' of wit. It is manifeft, that all new affe 

• modes of fpeech, whether borrowed from 

• court, the town, or the theatre, are the 

• perifhing parts in any language ; and, i 

• could prove by many hundred inftanccs, 1 

• been fo in oui^s^ The writings of Hooker, 

• was a country clergyman, and of Parfons 

• Jcfuit,' both ia the reign of Queen Elizab 

• are in a ftyle, that, with a very few allowai 
^ would uot ofiend any prefent reader ; n 
^ more clear and intelligible, than tbofe of 

• H. Wotton, Sir Rob. Naunton, Ofburn, 

• niel the hiftorian, and fcveral others, 

• writ later ; but being men of the court, 

• afieAing the phrafes then in fafhion, the; 

• often either not to be underftood, or ap 

• perfeftly ridiculous* 

* What remedies are to be applied to t 
^ evils, I have not room to condder, havin 

• fear, already taken up moft of your pa] 
< Befides, I think it is our office only to re 
•• fent abufes, and your's to rcdrcfs them.* 

I amy nvtth great refpeB^ 

Sir, 

Tout^sy &c. 
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A Meditation upon a Broomstick. 

According ta the ftyle and manner of the Hon. 
Robert Boyle's Meditations *< 

Written In the. year 1703,. 



THIS fingle iHck, which you now behold I 
inglorioufly lying in tbott negle£bed corner^. 
P once knew in a flouriihing (l^te in a forefti It 
was fall of fapy full of leaves, and fM of boughs : • 
But now> in vain does the bufy art of man pi^- 
tend to vie with nature, by tying that withered 
bundle of tw^ to its faplefs inmk. It is bow 
a(t beft but the. iieycJrfe of what it w»$ ; i tree 
turned upGde down, the branches on the eartb». 
and the root in. the air. It is npw handled by 
every dirty wench, condemned to do her drudge* 
sy \ and, by a capricious kind of fate, deftined tO' 
make other things clean, and be nafly idelf. At. 
Vol. VU. B b 4 length, 

* This paper was wrote in deriiion of the Hjrle and manner - 
of Mr Rohert Bbyle. To what a height muft the iTpitit of (ar- 
cafm arife in an author, who could prerail upon himfelf to ri- - 
dicule fo good a man as Mf: JBoyle ! But the fword of wit, iiJu 
the (cythe'of time, cuts down /rknd and foe, and attacks every 
ojbjofl that accidentally lies (n its. way. However (harp and ir^e- - 
fiftible the edge of it may be, Mr Boyle will always remain invuU 
ficrable. Orrery, 
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length, worn to the ftumps in the fervice of the 
maids, it is either thrown out of doors, or con- 
demned to the laft ufe, of kindling a fire. When 
I beheld this, I fighed, and faid within myfelf. 
Surely moetal mam is a bkoomstick! 
Nature £bnt him into the world fk-png and lufty, 
in a thriving condition, wearing his own hair 
on his head, the proper branches of this reafon- 
ing vegetable; until the ax of intemperance has 
lopped off* his green boughs, and left him a 
withered trunk : He then flies to art, and puts 
on a periwig ; valuing himfelf upon an unnatural 
bundle of hairs, covered with powder, that never 
grew on his head : But now fhould this our- 
broom/Uch pretend to enter the fi:ene, proud of 
iliofe birchen fpoils it never bore, and all covered 
with duft, tho' the fweepings of the fineft lady's 
chamber; wtf fhould be apt to ridicule and de- 
fpife ks vanity. Partial judges that we are, of 
our own excellencies, and other men's defaults ! 

But a broomfticky perhaps you will iay, is an- 
emblem of a tree ftanding on its head ; and pray 
what is man but a topfy-turvy creature ? his ani* 
mal faculties perpetually moxmted on his rational,, 
his head where his heels fhould be,, groveling oa 
the earth. And yet, with all his faults, he fets up 
to be an univerfal reformer and corr^ftor of a^ 
bufes J a remover of grievances ; rakes into every 
flut's corner of nature, bringing hidden connip- 
tions to the light, and raifes a mighty dufl where 
there was none before; fliarbg deeply all the 

while 
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hile in the very fame pollutions he pretended to 
veep away. His laft days arc fpent in flavery to 
omen, and generally the leaft defervingHi till 
orn to the (lumps, like his brother bifom^ he is 
ther kicked out of doors, or made ufe of to 
indie flames for others to warm themfelves hy* 
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